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SHENZHEN CODE

The International Association for Plant Taxonomy is pleased to 
announce the publication of the latest edition of the International 
Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Shenzhen 
Code). “The Code” is the official rule book that governs the naming 
of plants, fungi, and algae, how those names are used, and how one 
determines which name is correct when multiple names have been 
established for the same taxon. The Shenzhen Code supersedes the 
previous version of the Code (Melbourne Code, published in 2012). 
Thus the Shenzhen Code is an essential resource for all botanists, 
mycologists, and phycologists.  

This new edition of the Code features important new rules and 
provisions that all taxonomists need to be aware of in their work. 
For example:

• All provisions dealing solely with fungi are in a separate 
chapter, as are provisions related to hybrids. 

• Provisions for governance of the Code are greatly expanded 
and mostly new. 

• New rules are provided for choices of types where a largely 
mechanical method of selection was used. 

• Rules regarding electronic publication are clarified. 
• The section on orthography has been reorganized and 

clarified. 
• And full bibliographic references are provided throughout 

the 100s of Examples, making the Code more self-contained 
and user-friendly.

The Shenzhen Code may be ordered from Koeltz Botanical 
Books (http://www.koeltz.com/, EUR 58, approx. USD 67). Note 
that IAPT members receive a 20% discount on the price of the book. 
If you are not a member of IAPT but wish to join or renew your 
membership please visit our web site (https://www.iaptglobal.org/). 

Turland, N.J., Wiersema, J.H., Barrie, F.R., Greuter, W., 
Hawksworth, D.L., Herendeen, P.S., Knapp, S., Kusber, W.-H., 
Li, D.-Z., Marhold, K., May, T.W., McNeill, J., Monro, A.M., 
Prado, J., Price, M.J. & Smith, G.F. (eds.) 2018. International Code 
of Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Shenzhen Code) 
adopted by the Nineteenth International Botanical Congress 
Shenzhen, China, July 2017. Regnum Vegetabile 159. Glashütten: 
Koeltz Botanical Books. 

Cover illustration by Pollyanna von Knorring (Stockholm). The 
design is based on the ginkgo theme that was featured at the XIX 
International Botanical Congress and includes representatives of 
the three groups mentioned in the title of the Code, as well as fos-
sils. Plants are represented by leaves of Ginkgo biloba L.; algae are 
represented by thalli of the Antarctic marine red alga Nereoginkgo 
adiantifolia Kylin; fungi are represented by the dark spots on the 
ginkgo leaves and the teliospores and basidia of the basidiomycete 
Bartheletia paradoxa G.Arnaud ex Scheuer & al., which grows on 
the fallen leaves of G. biloba; and fossils are represented by the 
reconstruction of Ginkgo yimaensis Zhi-Yan Zhou & Bo-Le Zhang 
from the Jurassic of China.
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is open to all IAPT Members. Please feel free to submit any short article you think is appropriate. We 
frequently publish such things as obituaries of interesting systematists, reviews of recent meetings that 
have a significant systematics component, awards, honors, and even opinion pieces if they pertain to plant 
systematics. As the editor of this column I encourage you to send me your interesting contributions. All 
submissions are peer-reviewed by at least two colleagues. — Vicki Funk (funkv@si.edu)
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