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Nowadays, an International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) or 
an International Standard Book Number (ISBN) is widely accepted 
in publications. The ISBN is in use in more than 150 countries (http:// 
www.isbn.org), and the ISSN has 89 member countries and is used 
by more than one million serial publications in print or online (http://
www.issn.org). In the Melbourne Code (McNeill & al. in Regnum 
Veg. 154. 2012), there are two places that mention ISBN and ISSN. 
Under Art. 29.1, publication on or after 1 January 2012 of electronic 
material in PDF (portable document format) in an online publication 
with an ISSN or ISBN constitutes effective publication. Under Art. 
30 Note 4, an ISBN is regarded as internal evidence that a thesis is 
intended to be effectively published. With the development of printing 
techniques, it is often difficult to distinguish printed matter that is not 
intended to be effectively published from that which is. Nomenclatural 
novelties have been included in ephemeral printed matter without an 
ISBN distributed at conferences or symposia. The number (print run) 
and distribution of such publications are often limited and they may 
therefore be difficult to find. Novelties appearing in such ephemeral 
publications fulfil the requirements for valid publication, even though 
they may not have been intended to be published there and were later 

re-published elsewhere. Often the original place of publication of such 
novelties is overlooked by later authors. Therefore, I propose to amend 
Art. 29.1 to require that, starting in 2019, a publication must have an 
ISSN or ISBN in order to be effectively published.

(263) Amend Art. 29.1 as follows (new text in bold):
“29.1. Publication is effective, under this Code, by distribution of 

printed matter (through sale, exchange, or gift) to the general public 
or at least to scientific institutions with generally accessible libraries. 
Publication is also effected by distribution on or after 1 January 2012 
of electronic material in Portable Document Format (PDF; see also 
Art. 29.3 and Rec. 29A.1) in an online publication with an International 
Standard Serial Number (ISSN) or an International Standard Book 
Number (ISBN). Publication on or after 1 January 2019 is not effec-
tive unless the publication has an ISSN or an ISBN.”
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