
AWARDS
The Rupert Barneby Award. —The New York Botanical

Garden is pleased to announce that Rodrigo Duno de Stefano, of
the Centro de Investigación Científica de Yucatán A. C. (CICY), is
the recipient of the Rupert Barneby Award for the year 2006.  He
will be studying the family Leguminosae in the Yucatan Peninsula
Biotic Province (YPBP), Mexico. With about 60 genera and more
than 260 species there, Leguminosae are one of the most important
plant elements of the Yucatan region. This study will also con-
tribute to a revision of four legume genera for the Illustrated Flora
of the Yucatan Peninsula (G. Carnevali, general editor).

The New York Botanical Garden now invites applications for
the Rupert Barneby Award for the year 2007. The award of US$
1,000.00 to assist researchers to visit The New York Botanical
Garden to study the rich collection of Leguminosae.  Anyone inter-
ested in applying for the award should submit their curriculum
vitae, a detailed letter describing the project for which the award is
sought, and the names of 2–3 referees.  Travel to the NYBG should
be planned for sometime in the year 2007.  The application should
be addressed to Dr. James L. Luteyn, Institute of Systematic
Botany, The New York Botanical Garden, 200th Street and
Kazimiroff Blvd., Bronx, New York 10458-5126, U.S.A., and
received no later than December 1, 2006. Announcement of the
recipient will be made by December 15th.

Anyone interested in making a contribution to THE RUPERT
BARNEBY FUND IN LEGUME SYSTEMATICS, which sup-
ports this award, may send their check, payable to The New York
Botanical Garden, to Dr. Luteyn.

The Rolf Dahlgren Prize in angiosperm taxonomy
and evolution to Else Marie Friis. — Rolf Dahlgren was a
distinguished specialist on the angiosperm system, publishing pro-
lifically on this matter until his ultimely death in 1987 (see Taxon
36: 698–699). The Royal Physiographic Society of Lund has
established a prize in his name to be awarded every three years to
a person who has done outstanding reseach on the taxonomy and
evolution of vascular plants, in particular angiosperms. The prize
sum is currently 100,000 SEK (c. 10,500 Euro). 

At its annual meeting in December, 2005, the Royal
Physiographic Society has presented the prize for 2005 to the
Danish palaeontologist Else Marie Friis. She studied at the
University of Aarhus and had research positions there as well as at
the University of London and the University of Indiana,

Bloomington. She held a Niels Bohr Research Scholarship at the
Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters in 1983-87 and was
appointed professor of palaeobotany at the National Museum for
Natural History in Stockholm in 1987. She has held several admin-
istrative positions, e.g., as a member of the Danish Natural Science
Research Council, and has organised international symposia in the
Nordic countries, England and Japan. 

Else Marie Friis has worked particularly on the early evolu-
tion of angiosperms and is a leading authority in that field.
Improved techniques and a multidisciplinary approach has led to a
number of remarkable discoveries producing a partly new picture
of the origin and early evolution of the plant group that now dom-
inates practically all biota on earth. She has studied Cretaceous
floras in southern Scandinavia and in several other parts of the
world. Investigations of material from Ivö, Skåne (Scania), pushed
the origin of the angiosperms at least 20 million years back in
time; flowers from this locality were remarkably small and similar
to modern Saxifragales. Both Magnoliales and Saxifragales were
well developed by the mid-Cretaceous. Most dicots are apparently
a monophyletic group and their early differentiation led to families
such as Nymphaeaceae, Platanaceae and Proteaceae. Pollination
was mainly by beetles and flies, but sympetalous flowers with
more specialised types of pollination appeared early. 

The research of Else Marie Friis has led to major advances in
the field of angiosperm taxonomy and evolution in the spirit of
Rolf Dahlgren. — Arne Strid, Director, Göteborg Botanical
Garden. 

IAPT
New IAPT membership categories and fees for 2006
Individual US $ 60
Family (spouse, etc.) +US $ 2
Student US $ 25
Life US $ 725
Life Family +US $ 30
Emeritus* US $ 38
Online-only Individual US $ 35
Developing Country Individual US $ 35
Supporting Corporate US $ 1000
Patron US $ 1000
Corporate Patron US $ 2000
Institutional US $ 200
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Supporting Institutional US $ 305

*Retired from full-time employment plus having been an
IAPT member for at least three years.

Individual, institutional, and supporting members and patrons
receive Taxon (printed version and free online access); online-only
individual members have only internet access to Taxon. Individual
members have no page charges for publication in Taxon. Appli-
cation forms for new members are on the last page of this issue and
on the website of IAPT http://www.botanik.univie.ac.at/iapt/.

Institutional members benefit by a 30% discount on current
Regnum Vegetabile volumes. Supporting institutional members
receive a 50% discount on current issues of Regnum Vegetabile.
For all Regnum Vegetabile volumes ordered by individual mem-
bers of IAPT, a 20% discount is granted. Supporting corporate
members and corporate patrons receive free advertising in Taxon
(two and four B & W pages per year, respectively).

SYMPOSIA, WORKSHOPS, COURSES
IX Congress of the Latin American Botanical Society

(IX Congreso Latinoamericano de Botánica). — 19–25 June
2006 Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Contributing to the
global knowledge of the native flora of Latin America. For details,
email Sonia Lagos-Witte, President, on tramilca@codetel.net.do or
visit the botanica-alb website at http://www.botanica-alb.org/ (in
Spanish).

2nd Meeting of the International Society for
Phylogenetic Nomenclature. — Yale University, New Haven
June 29–July 2, 2006. We are pleased to announce the 2nd Meeting
of the International Society for Phylogenetic Nomenclature
(ISPN). Venue: The meeting and associated social gatherings will
be held on Yale University’s beautiful campus in New Haven,
Connecticut, U.S.A. Accommodations are being organized both on
and off campus. Scope: This meeting will follow the format of the
1st and founding meeting of the ISPN that was held in Paris,
France in 2004 by providing opportunities for formal oral and
poster presentations while leaving ample time for discussions. The
annual business meeting of the ISPN will also be held during this
conference. Conference Language: English. Organizing
Committee: Nico Cellinese, Co-Chair, Yale University; Walter
Joyce, Co-Chair, Program Officer, Yale University; Michael
Donoghue, Co-Host, Yale University; Jacques Gauthier, Co-Host,
Yale University; David Baum, University of Wisconsin; Philip
Cantino, Ohio University; Michel Laurin, CNRS, Paris; Kevin de
Queiroz, Smithsonian Institution. Registration: Instructions on
how to register will be provided in the second circular. Important
dates and deadlines: Abstract submission deadline: April 1, 2006.
Advance registration: May 1, 2006. Contact Nico Cellinese
(Logistics and general information) or Walter Joyce (Program),
Yale University, Peabody Museum, 170 Whitney Avenue, POB
208118, New Haven, Connecticut 06511, U.S.A. co.cellinese@
yale.edu or walter.joyce@yale. edu

IV Balkan Botanical Congress, Sofia, 20–26 June
2006. — The Institute of Botany of the Bulgarian Academy of
Sciences will be the organizer of the IV Balkan Botanical

Congress. Theme: Nature Without Borders. Scientific Areas of the
IV BBC will be Plant structure, function and development; Plant
diversity—past and present; Plant ecology; Vegetation and habitat
diversity; Fungal diversity; Plant and habitat conservation;
Ethnobotany and phytochemistry; Botanical collections and edu-
cation in botany. It will take place in Sofia, 20-26 June 2006. The
venue of the event will be Vitosha Park Hotel. E-mail:
iv_bbc@bio.bas.bg. For further details see http://www.
bio.bas.bg/botany/iv_bbc/

The International Compositae Alliance, Barcelona,
3–10 July 2006. — The International Compositae Alliance
(TICA) is holding an international meeting on the “Systematics
and Evolution of the Compositae” in Barcelona, Spain, 3–10 July,
2006.  The meeting will take place over four days and will be fol-
lowed by a field trip. There will be a series of general talks as well
as presentations on each tribe or clade; there is also space for con-
tributed papers and posters.  The papers will be published in a for-
mat similar to the Heywood et al. volumes (1977). We hope to pro-
vide the standard reference for Compositae for many years to
come. The meeting is hosted by the Institut Botànic de Barcelona
and at the invitation of Dr. Alfonso Susanna.  Please consult the
website (http://www.institutbotanic.bcn.es/compositae2006/) or
contact Dr. Susanna (asusanna@ibb.csic.es) for further informa-
tion about TICA and the meeting.  If you wish to be added to the
TICA email list, please contact Vicki Funk (funkv@si.edu). 

The Local Organizing Committee: Alfonso Susanna
(Secretary), Núria Garcia-Jacas, Santiago Ortiz and Joan Vallès.

The TICA Program Committee: Randall Bayer, Vicki Funk,
Nuria Garcia-Jacas, Marinda Koekemoer, Christoph Oberprieler,
and Alfonso Susanna. For further details see http://www.institutb-
otanic.bcn.es/compositae2006/inici.htm

Botany 2006. — Looking to the future—conserving
the past. The 2006 meeting of the Botanical Society of America
will be held July 28–August 3, 2006, at California State University
in Chico. See http://www.2006.botanyconference.org/. Questions
about the Meeting program should be directed to the BSA
Meetings Manager: Johanne Stogran, Botanical Society of
America Meetings Office, 2813 Blossom Ave, Columbus, Ohio
43231, U.S.A. Tele: (614) 899-9356, Fax: (614) 895-7866. E-mail:
johanne@botany.org

8th International Mycological Congress. — 20–25
August 2006, Cairns, Australia. For more information on the
Congress, hosted by the Australasian Mycological Society, visit
the IMC8 website at http://www.sapmea.asn.au/conventions/imc8/
index.html.

1st European Congress of Conservation Biology
(ECCB). — 22–26 August 2006, Eger, Hungary. Under the theme
“Diversity for Europe”, the Congress is intended to cover all
aspects of conservation biology. Contributions are expected to
reflect the biological and cultural diversity of our continent, as
well as the diversity of approaches to conservation, with a specif-
ic intent to address problems of linking science, policy and prac-
tice. For general information, expressions of interest or congress
registration, please visit www.eccb2006.org. 

Plant Systematics World 55 (1) • February 2006: 241–248

242

http://www.botanik.univie.ac.at/iapt/
http://www.botanica-alb.org/
http://www.eccb2006.org
http://www.sapmea.asn.au/conventions/imc8/index.html
http://www.sapmea.asn.au/conventions/imc8/index.html
http://www.2006.botanyconference.org/
http://www.institutb-otanic.bcn.es/compositae2006/inici.htm
http://www.institutb-otanic.bcn.es/compositae2006/inici.htm
http://www.institutbotanic.bcn.es/compositae2006/
http://www.bio.bas.bg/botany/iv_bbc/
http://www.bio.bas.bg/botany/iv_bbc/


2nd International Conference of the European Society
for the History of Science, Cracow (Poland) 6–9 September
2006. — Science, developed with great success across the world,
is to a large extent a historical heritage of Europe. The aim of the
Cracow Conference is to create an opportunity for a dialogue and
an exchange of experiences between representatives of different
countries, including the old and new members of the European
Union, as well as countries outside the Community. The subject-
matter of the conference is determined by the two complementary
themes: “The Historiography of Science and the Cultural
Integration of Europe” and “Historical Role of Science in the
Cultural Integration of Europe”. Of particular interest for botanists
is the session “Botanical gardens within global and local dynam-
ics: sociability, professionalization and diffusion of knowledge”. 

Deadlines: Abstracts of contributed papers: 15 March 2006;
notification of acceptance of contributed papers: 15 April 2006.
Registration: 1 June 2006 (conference fee 99 euros, excluding con-
ference dinner 21 euros); Hotel/Hostel Reservation: 1 June 2006.
For further details see http:// www.2iceshs.cyfronet.pl/

Third International Rubiaceae Conference, 18–21
September 2006, Leuven (Belgium). — More than a decade
after the last international Rubiaceae conference, Rubiaceae and
Gentianales researchers are invited to report on their research dur-
ing a 4-day international conference. All botanical disciplines are
welcomed. The proceedings will be published as a special volume
of the Annals of the Missouri Botanical Garden. The conference is
hosted by the K.U. Leuven with the support of the National
Botanic Garden of Belgium. Further information is available at the
conference website: http://www.kuleuven.ac.be/bio/sys/rubi-
aceae_conference/index.html. Petra De Block, Meise. petra.
deblock@br.fgov.be

The 10th Evolutionary Biology Meeting. — This will take
place on 20–22 September, 2006, in Marseilles, France. This inter-
national meeting brings every year scientists who are specialists in

the field of Evolutionary Biology. Topics: systematics; biodiversi-
ty; comparative genomics and post-genomics (at all taxonomic
levels); functional phylogeny; environment and biological evolu-
tion; evolutionary biology concepts for biological annotation. A
special session will focus on probabilistic models and statistical
tools for concepts in evolution. For further details contact Nadège
Bardiot, egee@up.univ-mrs.fr or see http://www.up.univ-
mrs.fr/evol-cgr/.

4th European Conference of the Working Group
Neobiota on Biological Invasions. — 27–29 September 2006,
Vienna, Austria. Conference entitled “Neobiota – From Ecology to
Conservation”, organized by the Austrian Federal Environment
Agency, Ltd. and the German Federal Agency for Nature
Conservation. Relevant to anyone interested in biological inva-
sions. All professions (ecologists, conservation agencies, and
stake-holders), all organisms (pathogens, plants, fungi, animals)
and habitats (marine, freshwater, and terrestrial ecosystems) will
be considered. More information is available on the website of the
Austrian Federal Environment Agency. http://www.umweltbunde-
samt.at/ neobiota. 

SUMMARY OF THE XVII INTER-
NATIONAL BOTANICAL CONGRESS

The XVII International Botanical Congress in 2005
(XVII IBC 2005) took place under the aegis of the International
Union of Biological Sciences (IUBS) and the International
Association of Botanical and Mycological Societies (IABMS) in
the Austria Center Vienna, Austria, exactly 100 years after the II
International Botanical Congress in Vienna in 1905. The XVII IBC
2005 was also held under the high patronage of the President of the
Federal Republic of Austria. Registration opened on Sunday, 17
July. After the opening ceremony on Monday morning, 18 July, the
scientific program started at Monday noon and continued 10 hours
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Opening Ceremony, from
the right: Harald Bolhar-
Nordenkampf, President
of the Society for the
Advancement of Plant
Sciences; Helmut Moser,
Head of Presidial Sec-
tion, Federal Ministry for
Education, Science and
Culture; Marianne Popp,
President IBC 2005;
Michael Hesse, President
IBC 2005; Michael Häupl,
Mayor of Vienna; Peter
Raven, President past
IBC; Tod Stuessy, Vice-
President IBC 2005;
Josef Greimler, Secretary
General IBC 2005; trans-
lator.
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daily until Saturday noon, 23 July. The Congress ended in a clos-
ing session, which included adoption of the resolutions given
below.

No general proceedings from the congress will be published.
We have encouraged, however, the organizers of symposia to col-
lect papers, review them, and contact editors for possible publica-
tion of contributions to symposia. Contents of all symposia,
including names of all speakers were given in the published
Program. The Program, all abstracts (including a program planner
enabling a keyword search), and the resolutions are still available
on the congress web site www.ibc2005. ac.at, which will remain
open for at least another half-year. Details on the organizing com-
mittee, administration, sponsors, and exhibitors have also already
been given in the final Program and will not be repeated here.
Relevant information and statistics on the congress are presented
in this summary; nomenclatural results have already been present-
ed in a previous issue of Taxon (McNeill & al., 2005, 54:
1057–1064).

Scientific program and side events. — The scientific pro-
gram of the XVII IBC 2005 included a wide range of basic and
applied botanical research. Progress in the different disciplinary
areas was revealed through two plenary talks, 30 general lectures,
227 symposia (each with one keynote lecture and six speakers as
a rule), and poster sessions with about 2500 poster presentations
(2730 poster abstracts). Additionally there were about 50 special-
ized workshops, small group meetings, ad-hoc discussions, inter-
views, and other side events. The large exhibition area including
publishers, booksellers, laboratory equipment manufacturers, soci-
eties, etc., demonstrated the newest products and applications in
the botanical sciences.

The symposia were distributed among eleven disciplinary
areas (Fig. 1) that were designed to cover a wide range of botani-
cal research areas. Botanical diversity and systematics (including
paleobotany, cytology, and biogeography) were the dominant
research fields at the congress followed by morphology and vari-
ous ecological subdisciplines. The 30 most prominent keywords
(Fig. 2) across all disciplinary areas, calculated from the number
of occurrences of the keywords in all abstracts (talks and posters),
give a more precise idea of the leading research topics.

Scientific field trips and additional tours. — Field trips
to various European landscapes started in the week before the con-
gress, continued through the congress, and finished in the week
after closing. Altogether 31 field trips were planned and offered, of
which only six had to be cancelled. This is a marked increase of
participation in these field trips in comparison to previous IBCs,
due in part to the excellent work by Luise Schratt-Ehrendorfer and
all tour leaders. Additional guided short tours through collections
and exhibitions were offered during the congress. These were
organized mainly by the Botanical Garden of the University of
Vienna and the Vienna Museum of Natural History. 

Participants. — Nearly 4000 (3996 exactly) persons
(accompanying persons excluded) from 94 countries attended the
XVII IBC 2005. The number of participants from the twenty most
strongly represented countries is given in Fig. 3. The actual num-
ber of participants who appeared at the congress was considerably
lower than the number of pre-registrations (about 4200). This is in
part because many of the preregistered persons from developing
countries did not succeed in obtaining funds for attending the con-
gress. Young Scientists Support helped 120 young researchers
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Fig. 2. Occurence of the 30 most prominent keywords
from IBC abstracts (i.e., talks and posters) across all dis-
ciplinary areas showing the leading research topics.
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Fig. 3. The number of IBC participants from the twenty
most strongly represented countries.
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Fig. 1. The number of IBC symposia in each disciplinary
area.
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IBC Reception on Sunday evening at the Vienna City Hall. The Columbian delegates in front of the Austria Center.

Diter von Wettstein (Pullman, Washington, U.S.A.) giving
the opening lecture on plant biology in the 21st century.

Inderjit (Delhi, India) giving a general lecture on allelopa-
thy: challenges and achievements.

Lynn Adler (Amherst, Massachusetts, U.S.A.) giving a
general lecture on the role of correlated traits in plant-
insect interactions.

Peter Crane (Kew, U.K.) giving a keynote lecture on the
origin and early diversification of the eudicots.
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from developing countries (including European eastern countries
as defined in the second circular). Additionally, the registration fee
was reduced to a level covering only our variable costs for many
established people from eastern European and developing coun-
tries.

Awards. — The International Association of Plant
Taxonomy presented the following medals: the Stafleu Medal to
Dan Nicolson; the Stebbins Medal to Jeffrey Palmer and col-
leagues; the Engler Gold Medal to Friedrich Ehrendorfer. Details
are given in Taxon 54 (4): 1109–1111. 2005.

Resolutions. — The proposals were discussed by the
Presidium & Secretary General. The final editing and presentation
of the resolutions during the closing session were performed by
Tod Stuessy. The resolutions include the decision for the next con-
gress venue (see below).

Acknowledgements. — The success of the IBC Vienna was
due to the help and support of many individuals and institutions,
which include: all members of the Organizing and Program
Committees; the Society for the Advancement of Plant Sciences;
the University of Vienna, especially the Faculty Center of Botany
(former Institute of Botany), the Botanical Garden, and the Vienna
Ecology Center; the Dean of the Faculty of Life Sciences; the
Federal Ministry for Education, Science and Culture; the Federal
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment and Water
Management; the mayor and the City of Vienna; the Vienna
Museum of Natural History; the University of Natural Resources
and Applied Life Sciences; the Vienna University of Technology;
the University of Veterinary Medicine; all the other sponsors; the
professional congress organizers (Vienna Medical Academy,
Austria Center Vienna, Media-Plan, and Austropa Intercon-
vention). — Josef Greimler, Tod Stuessy, Vienna.

RESOLUTIONS FROM IBC 2005 VIEN-
NA

Approved by the XVII International Botanical Congress
Vienna in the closing session on 23 July 2005.

Resolution #1[Nomenclature Section]
The Nomenclature Section of the XVII International

Botanical Congress convened 12–16 July 2005 and discussed pro-
posals to amend the International Code of Botanical
Nomenclature. Voting on the proposals resulted in acceptance by
the Nomenclature Section of modifications to the present Code.
The XVII International Botanical Congress resolves that the deci-
sions of its Nomenclature Section as well as the appointment of
officers and members of the nomenclature committees be accept-
ed.

Resolution #2 [Global Change]
Noting that: 
Plants form the green roof of the biosphere and are primary

transducers of solar energy and atmospheric chemistry, and are
also first responders to global environmental change; 

Plants in forests and natural ecosystems in general are already
responding to the current sharp rise in atmospheric carbon dioxide,
unprecedented in the history of human occupation of the planet.

It is thereby resolved by the XVII International Botanical
Congress that: 

We cannot simply continue to observe the uncontrolled glob-
al environmental change. As a matter of urgency, facilities for con-
trolled, ecosystem-scale experiments are required now, supported
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Massimo Pigliucci (Knoxville, Tennessee, U.S.A.) giving a
general lecture on the coherence of modern evolutionary
theories and methods.

Richard Hobbs (Murdoch, Australia) giving a general lec-
ture on invasive plant species: a global problem or a
question of perspective.
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by commitments that match those presently devoted to space and
planetary sciences. Without such facilities, experiments, and inter-
national research activities, we have little prospect of understand-
ing, anticipating and taking advantage of the mechanisms that
underlie functional biodiversity in plants of major forest biomes
such as the boreal, temperate, humid and dry tropical forests.
These ecosystem processes mediate most of the exchanges
between the terrestrial biosphere and the atmosphere, and are vital
to sustained human habitability of Earth.

Resolution #3 [Evolution]
Evolution is the most central and well supported principle of

modern biology. It provides the key to understanding patterns in
the origin, form, geographic distribution, and diversity of different
groups of organisms. It is supported by thousands of scientific
studies, and it has provided the conceptual basis for hypothesis
testing and technical innovation in a wide range of disciplines,
including medicine, cell biology, virology, genetics, systematic
biology, comparative physiology and behaviour, and ecology.

Today, however, the concept and the teaching of evolution is
under attack in many quarters, often by disregard of well-estab-
lished scientific information. As an explanation for the diversity of
life, some persons have advocated the concept of “intelligent
design”, which suggests that many patterns in the natural world are
inexplicable through normal means of scientific inquiry.

We, the delegates of this XVII Botanical Congress, affirm the
importance of evolution as a unifying concept in understanding all
aspects of biology, including the operation of natural selection,
drift, mutation, migration, and other well-studied phenomena.We
stress the centrality of evolution as a scientific explanation of the
diversity of life on Earth.

Resolution #4[Plant Biodiversity]
We, the delegates of the XVII International Botanical

Congress:
Recognize that plants create the ecological habitat for all ter-

restrial organisms, and that their management and conservation
depend on a good understanding of their taxonomy;

Lament that we still do not have an adequate taxonomic
account of the world’s flora and that for some groups and geo-
graphic areas we do not even have preliminary accounts;

Commend the admirable efforts of Target 1 of the Global
Strategy for Plant Conservation to produce a working checklist of
the flora of the world by 2010;

Encourage the efforts of the major regional floras and of the
Species Plantarum Programme (SPP) to continue to enrich and
expand the world checklist by rapidly generating and disseminat-
ing treatments of the taxonomy of the world’s flora.

We urge the SPP Steering Committee and the governing
boards of regional floras to increase their efforts to obtain interna-
tional collaboration and to gather adequate national and interna-
tional funding to accomplish this important work that is vital for
the conservation and sustainable use of all plant resources. 

Resolution #5 [Plant Conservation]
Recalling the resolution of the XVI International Botanical

Congress (St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A., August 1999), which noted
that as many as two-thirds of the world’s plant species are in dan-
ger of extinction in nature during the course of the 21st century

and which called for action under the United Nations to monitor
and conserve plant diversity;

Acknowledging the dependence of human beings on plants
for almost every aspect of life, and our expectations for using them
to build more sustainable, healthier, and better lives in the future;

Highlighting also the adoption by the World Summit on
Sustainable Development of a Plan of Implementation in 2002,
including the target “to reduce the rate of loss of biodiversity by
2010”, and its acknowledgement of the fundamental link between
biodiversity conservation and sustainable development;

Stressing the importance of plants for the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals, particularly as fundamental
resources for local communities, to help achieve sustainable
livelihoods, contribute to health, and reduce poverty and hunger;

Welcoming the adoption of a global strategy for plant conser-
vation by the U.N. Convention on Biological Diversity at the sixth
meeting of its Conference of the Parties held in The Hague in April
2002;

Recognizing that the Strategy promotes and supports an inte-
grated approach to plant conservation, involving documenting
plant diversity, conserving and protecting plants in the wild and in
collections, using plants sustainably, reducing the risks caused by
alien species that threaten plants, plant communities, habitats and
ecosystems and building capacity for the conservation of plant
diversity;

Welcoming the inclusion in the Strategy of a series of out-
come-oriented targets on what needs to be achieved by 2010;

Recognizing that many governments, organizations and insti-
tutions are already working on the implementation of a range of
initiatives that support the implementation of the Strategy and the
achievement of its 2010 targets;

Emphasizing the fundamental importance of botanical sci-
ence and research for the achievement of the strategy, particularly
to ensure that the results of taxonomic and conservation biology
research are available to support the development of effective
methodologies, practical techniques, models and protocols for
plant conservation;

Welcoming the establishment of a Global Partnership for
Plant Conservation in 2002, to support the world-wide implemen-
tation of the global strategy for plant conservation;

The Congress calls for:
• governments and inter-governmental bodies to recognize the

achievement of the global strategy for plant conservation and
its 2010 targets as an urgent priority;

• all governments to develop and implement national plant con-
servation strategies, including appropriate targets, and incor-
porate these into relevant plans, programmes and initiatives,
including national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

• governments, inter-governmental agencies, donors and other
bodies to provide new resources to support plant conservation
actions and to help build capacity for the management and
conservation of plant resources worldwide;

• botanical, environmental, and conservation organizations and
institutions concerned with plant conservation;

• to support the implementation of the strategy through their
own programmes and collaborations and, as appropriate, to
participate in the Global Partnership for Plant Conservation;

• to give greater emphasis to the need for capacity-building for
plant conservation, by developing countries, particularly in
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the least developed and the small island developing States
amongst them, and countries with economies in transition, in
order to enable them to implement the strategy;

• to contribute to efforts to monitor the status of plants through-
out the world, detect those in most danger, and conserve them
in nature, as well as in botanic gardens and gene banks;

• to contribute to efforts to develop new or enhanced research
programmes in taxonomy and conservation biology to sup-
port the development of a better understanding of plant diver-
sity and the means by which it can be conserved, including
aspects such as genetic diversity, pollination biology, popula-
tion dynamics and ecosystem functioning;

• to support efforts to ensure that information on plants vital for
their conservation is made widely accessible, through the
Internet and by other means, including the urgent completion
of a widely accessible working list of known plant species, as
a step towards a complete world Flora;

• to contribute to the identification and promotion of measures
to address the decline of plant resources and associated
indigenous and local knowledge, vital for sustainable liveli-
hoods, local food security and health care;

• to seek additional funds for the study of plants throughout the
world by strengthening museums and other institutions in
each country that have holdings of specimens and literature
and that are of global, regional or national importance;

• to strengthen linkages between the botanical community and
those organizations and institutions involved primarily in the
conservation of the world’s economic plants, to support the
conservation of genetic resources, including crops and their
wild relatives, medicinal plants and other socio-economically
valuable plant species; 

• to support efforts to control alien introduced plants and ani-
mals to help ensure the survival of biodiversity throughout
the world;

• to give greater recognition of the importance of developing
public awareness and educational programmes about plant
diversity to raise new public and governmental concern for
plants and their conservation.

Resolution #6 [Next IBC 2011]
It is resolved that the XVIII International Botanical Congress

be held in Melbourne, Australia on July 23–30, 2011, under the
auspices of the CSIRO Plant Industry and the University of
Melbourne School of Botany, who have provided to the
International Association of Botanical and Mycological Societies
(IABMS) selection committee all the necessary evidence of their
ability to hold the congress there.
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