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PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE CODE 

Edited by Dan H. Nicolson' 

Procedures and timetable for proposals to amend the International code of 
botanical nomenclature 

W. Greuter2, B. Zimmer2 & D. H. Nicolson1 

The "Tokyo Code" (Greuter & al., 1994), incorporating changes adopted at the 
XV International Botanical Congress in Yokohama, was published in August 1994. 
In accordance with its, Division III (Provisions for modification of the Code), the 
Code may be modified only by action of a plenary session of an International Botani- 
cal Congress on a resolution moved by the Nomenclature Section of that Congress. 
The next Congress will be held in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1999. 

Anyone proposing changes in the Code should be familiar with the basic proce- 
dure: (1) After each new edition appears, proposals to amend it are published in 
Taxon (see below), where they are numbered serially. (2) Prior to the next Interna- 
tional Botanical Congress, a "Synopsis of proposals" assembles all of these, or- 
ganized by Article and Recommendation, and republishes them with appropriate 
comments from the Rapporteurs but without the justification accompanying the orig- 
inal publication. (3) A ballot for the Preliminary Mail Vote (an entirely advisory 
opinion from individuals) is sent to those entitled to vote in the same time as the 
Synopsis, and the ballots are tabulated so that the results are available at the nomen- 
clature sessions of the Congress. (4) The Nomenclature Section, meeting ahead of the 
main sessions of the Congress, considers proposals, including any amendments of- 
fered, and acts upon them on the basis of a combination of individual and institu- 
tional votes. (5) Decisions of the Nomenclature Section are ratified by vote of a 
plenary session of the Congress. 

Details of the method of appointment of the Rapporteurs, and of those eligible to 
vote in the Preliminary Mail ballot and at the nomenclature sessions of the Congress, 
appear in the Code, Division III. 

Timetable and regulations for proposals 

Following a tradition established after the Berlin Congress (Greuter & al., 1989), 
the co-editors and nomenclature editor of Taxon, also in their respective capacities of 
rapporteur-general of botanical nomenclature and chairman and secretary of the 
General Committee, have decided that the following timetable and regulations shall 

1Department of Botany MRC-166, National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
DC 20560, U.S.A. 

2 Botanischer Garten und Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem, K6nigin-Luise-Str. 6-8, D-14191 Berlin, Ger- 
many. 
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apply to proposals submitted to Taxon for consideration by the Nomenclature Section 
of the XVI International Botanical Congress in St Louis: 
1. Taxon will open for proposals as from now, for publication starting in the Feb- 

ruary 1996 issue. 
2. Taxon will close for proposals on 31 December 1997. Late submissions received 

by the end of February 1998 may be accepted at the editors' discretion if no 
reviewing or major editing is necessary and if authors renaunce to proofreading. 

3. All proposals must be sent to the Editors of Taxon (Botanischer Garten und 
Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem, Konigin-Luise-Str. 6-8, D-14191 Berlin, 
Germany) who will forward them to the Nomenclature editor for processing. They 
should be submitted both as hard copy (in triplicate) and in electronic format. 

4. Manuscripts must conform to the general standards of Taxon (see "Guidelines for 
authors", last published in the February issue, and, when applicable, with the special 
guidelines for proposals to conserve and reject names (Nicolson & Greuter, 1994). 

5. The rationale for a set of proposals must be presented concisely; any comprising 
more than 375 words of general expository text (approximately half a page of 
Taxon) is liable to be rejected (or condensed) by the editors. Additional explana- 
tion of individual proposals, when essential, must be extremely brief; any exposi- 
tion with more than 125 additional words per proposal is also liable to be rejected 
by the editors. Alternatively, the text may be subjected to an ordinary review 
process in order to establish whether the topic which the proposals address is of 
such importance or complexity as to justify greater space. 

6. If a proposal results from a more general context, authors should make this the 
subject of a separate paper, to be considered as a mainstream article in Taxon (or 
some other journal), which will then be reviewed in the regular way and con- 
sidered for acceptance in competition with papers on other topics. The proposal 
itself, including a cross-reference to the relevant article, can then be kept very brief. 

Whereas the above space limitations do not apply to reports of Special Commit- 
tees appointed to report to the XVI International Botanical Congress, these should 
nevertheless, be as concise as possible. 

Useful suggestions to be borne in mind when making proposals, and specific 
points that should be noted by the proposers, are set out in Greuter & al. (1989). 
They are not repeated here, but should be looked up and considered by all prospec- 
tive proposal authors. Note that all proposals must be based on the text of the Tokyo 
Code (Greuter & al., 1994). 
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