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TAXON 44 - FEBRUARY 1995 

POINTS OF VIEW 

Edited by M. Roos1 

The emperors' new Code? 

John L. Strother1 

By mail vote and by floor vote in Yokohama (McNeill, 1993), members of the 
botanical systematics community (viz., members of IAPT) let it be known that they 
do not want registration of names (and the proscriptive bureaucracy that will necess- 
arily accompany any such system). Nor, according to their votes, do they want 
botanical nomenclature to be governed by lists of Names in Current Use. 

Greuter & Nicolson (1993) reported that participants in the Nomenclatural Section 
of the Congress in Yokohama "... refrained from endorsing innovations ..., after a ... 
not always fully informed campaign; ..." In their next paragraph, however, Greuter & 
Nicolson indicated that members of "... the Section had been aware to an unpre- 
cedented degree of the justified needs and demands of the users of scientific plant 
names, ..." If, as Greuter & Nicolson claim, the voters were "aware to an unpre- 
cedented degree," their votes should have been given attention to an unprecedented 
degree. Nevertheless, in spite of the lack of supporting votes, Greuter & Nicolson 
(1993), and Hawksworth (1994), seem not to have gotten the message. The tenor of 
their published statements suggests that both "protection" of names through adoption 
of lists of Names in Current Use and "certification" of names by some system of 
registration have been endorsed in spirit, if not in deed, by the systematics com- 
munity. 

The most fundamental principle of botanical nomenclature is priority of publica- 
tion. Greuter & Nicolson and their supporters (e.g., Hawksworth) would, it seems, 
have us overthrow the principle of priority by wholesale conservation of some names 
and rejection of others. They would, it seems, say, "History be damned, we will not 
use the oldest available name for this taxon at this rank. We will use the name we 
prefer." Hawksworth (1994) actually stated, "Priority of publication thus now counts 
for little in botanical nomenclature." Greuter & Nicolson claim to have adopted their 
own principles (whether in accord with International Code of Botanical Nomencla- 
ture or not) and have stated, "For Taxon we will now certainly not accept any more 
papers contrary to these principles, ..." 

Is Taxon the journal of the members of IAPT or the journal of Greuter & Nicol- 
son? Readers, members of IAPT, what say you? 

1 
Rijksherbarium/Hortus Botanicus, P.O. Box 9514, NL-2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands. 

2 
University Herbarium, University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720-2465, U.S.A. 
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