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FEBRUARY 1993 

(270-271) Proposals to amend Art. 34.3 concerning simultaneous publication of 
the same combination at different ranks 

Kancheepuram N. Gandhi1 

(270) Delete the second sentence of Art. 34.3 and add a new Art. 34.3bis.a: 

"34.3bis.a When, on or after 1 Jan 1995, an author proposes the same combination 
simultaneously at different ranks, neither is validly published (see Recs. 22A.1-2, 
26A. 1-3)." 

Under the second sentence of the present Art. 34.3, the same combination simul- 
taneously used at different ranks is validly published. In such cases the author 
accepts the different ranks and such names are alternative names that are based on 
the same type. But the same combination proposed at different ranks represents more 
than one name. 

For nomenclatural purposes, an infraspecific taxon, such as a subspecies, is re- 
garded as the sum of its subordinate taxa (Art. 25.1). If a single description 
simultaneously validates names at different ranks, then the description of the higher 
taxon generally does not represent a sum of the descriptions of its subordinate taxa. 
In its present status, the second sentence of Art. 34.3 causes a conflict between the 
nomenclature and taxonomy of a taxon. 

(271) Transform the second sentence of Art. 34.3 into a new Art. 34.3bis (to precede 
Ex. 11): 

"34.3bis Art. 34.3 does not apply in those cases where the same combination is 
simultaneously used at different ranks, either for an infraspecific taxon within a 
species or for a subdivision of a genus within a genus (see Recs. 22A.1-2, 26A.1-3)." 

The first sentence of the present Art. 34.3 pertains to the rejection of alternative 
names simultaneously proposed for a taxon after 1 Jan 1953 by the same author, 
whereas the second sentence pertains to the acceptance of the same combination 
simultaneously proposed at different ranks. 

The above situation is comparable with that of Art. 34.1-2 in which the statements 
of Art. 34.2 are exceptions to that of Art. 34.1. While referencing Art. 34.2 is easy, 
referencing the second sentence of Art. 34.3 is cumbersome and often confusing. 
Setting it off as a separate paragraph (34.3bis), directly preceding its example (Ex. 
11), will add clarity. 

1 The North Carolina Botanical Garden, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3280, U.S.A. 
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