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784 TAXON VOLUME 41

(220) A Proposal to amend Art. 32 to recognize autonymic new combinations

(220) Add a new paragraph and example to Art. 32:

“32.6bis. Varietal autonyms of nontypical subspecies may serve as validly published
trinomials, if all provisions for valid publication are met”

“Ex. 7. C. L. Hitchcock (Univ. Wash. Publ. Biol. 17(1): 507-508. 1969) used the
quadrinomial Bromus inermis Leysser subsp. pumpellianus (Scribner) Wagnon var.
pumpellianus and provided a full and direct reference to the basionym (B.
pumpellianus Scribner). On p. 507 of that work, he treated B. multiflorus Scribner as a
synonym of var. pumpellianus, which is an explicit indication of his acceptance of the
varietal name. Although Hitchcock did not state this varietal name to be a new com-
bination, he met the requirements for the valid publication of B. inermis var.
pumpellianus (Scribner) C. Hitche?

In a previous paper (Taxon 40: 308-310. 1991), we considered varietal autonyms of
nontypical subspecies, found in quadrinomials made prior to the 1972 (Seattle) Con-
gress, to be validly published trinomials, subject to the fulfillment of the requirements
of the present Code. For example, we recognized Rumex salicifolius J. A. Weinm.
subsp. triangulivalvis Danser var. triangulivalvis in Hitchcock’s work (Univ. Wash.
Publ. Biol. 17(2): 180. 1964), as a validly published trinomial, R. salicifolius var.
triangulivalvis (Danser) C. Hitchc., since he met the requirements for valid publica-
tion. We considered the alleged validation of that combination by Hickman
(Madrono 31: 252. 1984) as a later usage of the same.

Since the Gray Herbarium card index did not list many such trinomials (i.e., varietal
autonyms of nontypical subspecies), some workers may question their validity.
Regardless, the omission of a name from an index can hardly invalidate it. Addition of
the above provision, which is the opposite of Prop. (63) by Reveal (Taxon 41: 158.
1992), and of the corresponding example to the Code would eliminate future errors
and spurious new combinations.

Proposed by: John T. Kartesz and Kancheepuram N. Gandhi, The North Carolina Botanical
Garden, Department of Biology, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3280,
US.A.
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