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(210-213) Four proposals to amend Art. 14.8

The last sentence of Art. 14.8 is usually interpreted as indicating that when a name is
conserved with a type that is not an element selected from the original material of the
name, the conserved name must be attributed to the author from whose usage the type
was chosen. The name as (mis)applied by the later author is treated as a homonym
attributable to the later author and typified by an element included by that author in
his or her application of the name that was not associated with the name as originally
published. By conserving this “artificial” homonym against the name as originally
published the traditional usage of generic names has been retained, albeit with a
change in authority and date of priority. Thus, conserved Cytisus is attributed to
Desfontaines in 1798 although the name was originally published by Linnaeus in 1753.
The artificial homonym method has provided a means for conserving generic names,
but authors of recent proposals (Verdcourt, 1989; Karttunen, 1989; Compére &
Komirek, 1990) to conserve a species name with a new type have found the method
unworkable. They proposed conserving names with the author and date as originally
published and with a neotype as the conserved type.

We do not consider the convention of treating the application of a later author as a
homonym to be in accord with other provisions of the Code. Under Art. 48.1 of the
Code (Greuter & al., 1988) a homonym is created only when the original type is
explicitly excluded. In a later application of a name, although the type may be
implicitly excluded, it is most certainly not excluded explicitly. Nomenclaturally all
that the author of the later application has done is alter the circumscription of the
taxon to which he has applied the name, and that “does not warrant the citation of the
name of an author other than the one who first published its name?” (Art. 47.1). We
consider that the application of a name by later author, even if it were a misapplica-
tion in which the original type was implicitly excluded, must be regarded as an
emended circumscription of the name as originally published. Consequently, when an
element selected from those referred to the name by the later author is designated as
the conserved type it should be regarded as a neotype of the name as originally
published. If Art. 14.8 were changed to reflect this principle it would, in addition to
making the Code more logical, enable a conserved name to retain its original date of
priority and author citation, even when the conserved type was not part of the original
material. The latter would bring the Code into line with what is becoming current
practice for conservation of species names and is desirable for generic names.

The following proposals formalise one suggested by Demoulin (1989), and the
reader is referred to that paper for further discussion.

(210) Amend Art. 14.8 by replacing the last sentence with the following;:

“When a name is conserved with a conserved type it is to be attributed without change
of priority to the author who first validly published the name, even if the element
chosen as the conserved type was not part of the original material of the name?”

(211) Delete the present Ex. 6 under Art. 14, and replace it with the following:

“Ex. 6. The name Cytisus was published by Linnaeus in 1753. In order for the name to
retain its usual application it has been conserved with a conserved type, the type of the
name C. triflorus UHéritier. Although the conserved type is not an element included
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by Linnaeus in Cytisus, the name Cytisus as conserved is attributable to Linnaeus and
dates from 1753”

(212) Add a Note to Art. 14, to be inserted after Art. 14.8, as follows:

“Note 1. One may also conserve a later homonym created by an author who, while
adopting an existing name, explicitly excluded its original type (see Art. 14.9 and 48)”

If the above proposals were accepted it would be necessary to determine which of
the homonyms listed in Appendix IIIA as conserved names are true homonyms and
which are artificial ones, and correct the latter.

(213) Amend Art. 48 Note 2 by inserting the words “of the name as designated by the
author of the name or determined by application of the Code” after the word “type”.

A name cannot be used in a sense that does not include its type. A name may, however,
be conserved with a conserved type, so that the name can be used in a sense which
excludes the type as “designated by the author or determined by application of the
Code”, as stated in Art. 14.8. The change would therefore also bring the wording of
this Note into line with that of Art. 14.8 with which it is cross-referenced.
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