
(184) Proposal to Eliminate Ligatures from Plant Names
Author(s): R. K. Brummitt
Reviewed work(s):
Source: Taxon, Vol. 41, No. 3 (Aug., 1992), p. 612
Published by: International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT)
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1222851 .
Accessed: 06/07/2012 03:58

Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at .
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

 .
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

 .

International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT) is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and
extend access to Taxon.

http://www.jstor.org 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=iapt
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1222851?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


612 TAXON VOLUME 41 

(184) Proposal to eliminate ligatures from plant names 

(184) In Art. 73.6, replace the last sentence with: 

"The diaeresis, indicating that a vowel is to be pronounced separately from the 
preceding vowel (as in Cephaelis, Isoetes), is permissible. The ligatures -ae- and -oe- 
should be replaced by the separate letters -ae- and -oe- (Arisaema, Schoenus)". 

It seems amazing that our Code still requires the use of ligatured pairs of letters. 
The disk on which this proposal was submitted had to be accompanied by special 
instructions for printing of the ligatured pairs. Even if modern typesetters can pro- 
duce the required symbols, ligatures are not only a nuisance to write but are difficult 
to read. It takes a very sharp eye indeed to see the difference between the ligatured -ae- 
in Ariscema and -oe- in Schoenus in the printing of Art. 73.6 of the present Code. Does 
anybody these days attempt to write these well known generic names with ligatures? 

The above proposal allows retention of the diaeresis, which at least can be coped 
with by most modern printers. However, if any readers of the proposal would favour 
elimination of the diaeresis also, the proposer would be interested to hear from them. 
All other diacritical marks fortunately are outlawed by Art. 73.6. 

Proposed by: R. K. Brummitt, The Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Sur- 
rey TW9 3AE, U.K. 
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