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AUGUST 1992 607

(167) Proposal to slightly extend conservation and rejection of species names

(167) In Art. 69.3, delete the words “and would, but for Art. 69.4, be the correct name
of another taxon”.

Much concern has been expressed recently about name changes forced upon us for so-
called nomenclatural reasons. At species level, perhaps about half of these are caused
by typification problems, where the type is found to be not what has been long
assumed. The worst of these changes are those which result in a well known name
being switched from one species to another, resulting in a name change for two
species, with endless confusion to follow. The present Art. 69.3 was introduced into
the Code at the Berlin Congress to allow such cases to be dealt with by a conservation
or rejection proposal, and numerous such problems have been resolved in this way
since then.

There are, however, occasional typification problems that cannot be dealt with
under this paragraph because the well known name merely falls into synonymy under
another name when the type is correctly interpreted. In these cases only one species is
affected, but they can nonetheless be very regrettable. The proposal above would
extend the use of Art. 69 to allow conservation in these cases and avoid loss of well
known names. It will, however, be superfluous, and is to be withdrawn, if Prop. (57) by
the Special Committee 3B (see Jeffrey, Taxon 41: 156. 1992) to delete the second
sentence of Art. 14.2 is successful, opening the option of conservation of any species
name. I strongly favour the latter proposal.

Proposed by: R. K. Brummitt, The Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Sur-
rey TW9 3AE, UK.
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