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596 TAXON VOLUME 41

PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE CODE

Edited by Dan H. Nicolson'!

(145) Proposal concerning the names of certain apomictic species aggregates

(145) In an appropriate place in the Code, add a new paragraph:

“Certain species names that have been in use for a long time for aggregates of
numerous species are to be used only in this broad sense and not for segregate species.
These names are Alchemilla vulgaris Linnaeus, Euphrasia officinalis Linnaeus, Rubus
Sfruticosus Linnaeus and Taraxacum officinale Wiggers. The correct name for each
segregate species that includes the types of these names is the earliest other name
available at specific rank?”

A tradition of well over 100 years of using the four names listed above only in an
aggregate sense has never been sanctioned by the Code. All four groups concerned are
apomictic with many microspecies, occurring especially in Europe. The microspecies
that include the types of the four names are currently known as Alchemilla acutiloba
Opiz, Euphrasia rostkoviana Hayne, Rubus plicatus Weihe & Nees and Taraxacum
campylodes Hagerup respectively. In recent years a few people have started to apply
the binomials traditionally used for the aggregates to individual microspecies. For
example, A. J. Silverside (Watsonia 18: 343-350. 1991) adopted Euphrasia officinalis in
the restricted sense of E. rostkoviana, including new infraspecific nomenclature. All
major floras have applied the four names in question only at the aggregate level (see
Flora europaea and many others), and to break with this very well established tradition
and apply them now to microspecies would be confusing and unfortunate. To require,
for example, the name Taraxacum officinale to be applied in the restricted sense of the
extremely local Scandinavian endemic 7. campylodes would bring ridicule on plant
nomenclature.

Although it is normally undesirable to make special exceptions for individual
names in the main body of the Code, it now seems desirable to do so for these four
extremely well known names. Our Code must be practical, even at risk of appearing to
dictate a taxonomic view in application of a name. If our proposal is accepted, the
Editorial Committee will have to make a decision on which Article is the most
appropriate to include the new paragraph.

Proposed by: R. K. Brummitt, The Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Sur-
rey TW9 3AE, UK.; and D. H. Kent, 75 Adelaide Road, Ealing, London W13 9ED, U.K.

! Department of Botany, NHB-166, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC 20560, U.S.A.
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