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MAY 1992 363 

(102-104) Three proposals on names in the infraspecific ranks 

(102) In Art. 11.3, delete the word "final" and the footnote. 

The word final is superfluous, for the name of such a taxon can have only one 
epithet (Arts. 21, 22 and 23), i.e., the one applicable to its rank. This can readily be 
demonstrated by substituting a definite term (e.g., variety) for "taxon below the rank 
of genus" in the wording of the revised Art. 11.3 to apply it to a particular case, thus: 
For any variety, the correct name is the combination of the epithet of the earliest 
legitimate varietal name of the taxon with the correct name of the species to which it is 
assigned ... 

As to the footnote, there is no such thing as "sequence [of epithets] in any particular 
combination", as any combination consists of one name (generic or specific) plus one 
epithet (e.g., sectional, varietal) only. 

If this proposal be accepted, the following editorial changes will be necessary: in 
Arts. 26.1, 27.1, 56.1 and 57 Note 1: delete "final" (the name of an infraspecific taxon 
can have only one ("an") epithet - Art. 24.1); and in Art. 33.1, for "the final" read 
"its". 

(103) In Art. 24.1, replace "an infraspecific epithet" with "a single infraspecific 
epithet", and delete the second sentence of Ex. 1. 

This is implicit in the present wording, but is better made explicit (cf. Art. 23.1, "a 
single specific epithet"). See the following proposal about recycling the 2nd sentence 
of Art. 24 Ex. 1. 

(104) Add a new Rec. 26B, with a new exampleplus the current Art. 24 Ex. 1 (reworded), 
as follows: 

"26B.1. When it is desired to indicate the name or names of the higher infraspecific 
taxon or taxa to which a particular infrasubspecific taxon belongs within the species, 
then its epithet or their epithets may be cited, together with a term or terms indicative 
of rank, between the specific name and the infrasubspecific epithet. 
"Ex. 1. Salix repens var. fusca may be cited as Salix repens subsp. repens var. fusca.' 
"Ex. 2. ... " - current Art. 24 Ex. 1, reworded to read: "Saxifraga aizoon subf. sur- 
culosa Engler & Irmischer may be cited as ... is given.' 

This provides for a common practice which otherwise could not be done in strict 
conformity with the Code, as Art. 24 requires that the name of an infraspecific taxon 
be a combination of the name of a species and "an" (i.e., a single) infraspecific epithet. 
The second sentence of Art. 24.1 Ex. 1 is misplaced where it is at present, illustrating 
as it does a classification rather than a name. 

Proposed by: C. Jeffrey, Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 
3AE, U.K. 
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