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(55) Proposal to amend Art. 18.3

(55) Amend Art. 18.3 by adding a second sentence to read:

“A name of a family based on an illegitimate generic name is illegitimate unless con-
served. A name of a subdivision of a family based on an illegitimate generic name is
illegitimate unless it is an autonym subordinate to a conserved family name. Contrary
to Art. 32.1(b) such names are validly published if they comply with the other
requirements for valid publication?

Art. 19.3 tells us that the name of a subdivision of a family including the type of the
adopted, legitimate name of the family must be an autonym based on the generic
name equivalent to that type. The intention is to create a name based on the name of
the family. However, Art. 18.3 tells us that the name of a family or a subdivision of a
family based on an illegitimate generic name is illegitimate unless conserved. Thus,
where the family name is based on an illegitimate generic name, any autonym subor-
dinate to it would be illegitimate. The family name can be conserved but conservation
only applies at that rank (Art. 14.4) and a genus such as Caryophyllus remains
illegitimate despite the conservation of the name Caryophyllaceae. Under the present
rules an infrafamilial autonym such as Caryophylioideae may be regarded as
illegitimate. We therefore propose an amendment of Art. 18.3 to remove the conflict
arising between it and Art. 19.3 when the family name is based on an illegitimate
genus name.

An extra example to clarify the effects could be added immediately after Art. 18
Ex. 3, as follows:

“Ex. 4. Caryophylloideae, an autonym based on Caryophyllus P. Miller, nom. illeg.,
the type of the Caryophyllaceae A. L. Jussieu, nom. cons., is legitimate. The name
Dianthoideae, based on Dianthus L., the legitimate and correct name for
Caryophyllus, must be rejected”
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