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684 TAXON VOLUME 40

(54) Proposal to modify Art. 10.3 of the Code

(54) Amend Art. 10.3 by inserting a comma and the word “preferably” after “specimen
or illustration”, so that it reads:

“10.3. By conservation (Art. 14.8), the type of the name of a genus can be a
specimen or illustration, preferably used by the author in the preparation of the pro-
tologue, other than the type of an included species”

This proposal has been prompted by the need to conserve the generic name
Arthrocereus (A. Berger) A. Berger with a new type (Taylor, 1991). The protologue of
this name included two misinterpreted binomials, neither of which belongs in the
genus as intended by Berger (1929). Art. 10.3 of the Code, which was designed to cover
this situation, allows, by conservation, the type of a genus to be “a specimen or
illustration used by the author in the preparation of the protologue, other than the
type of a name of an included species”. If “used” is to mean “original material”, i.e.,
specimens or illustrations “examined by an author prior to publication of a name and
associated by the author with the concept of the named taxon” (Art. 7.4, footnote),
then it is arguable that Arthrocereus cannot be conserved to maintain current usage
(Taylor, 1991). Berger (1929: 146) cited no illustrations or specimens (extant or other-
wise), and proving conclusively that he studied (but did not cite) any such materials
may be impossible today. However, the plant he had in mind is clearly indicated by
reference to a collector and locality, and it is very probable, but not provable, that he
had seen at least one published photograph of living plants that likely derived from
original introduction which he cited.

The proposed change to Art. 10.3 allows the conserved type of a genus to be
material that cannot be proven to have been studied by the author of the generic name.
While this may appear to be a potentially unsafe relaxation of the criteria governing
generic typification, it should not be forgotten that Art. 10.3 relates only to cases
involving the conservation of a name and type, a process necessarily under the control
of the General Committee, through the appropriate Special Committee, and subject to
ratification at a subsequent International Botanical Congress.

The original wording of this paragraph in the Sydney Code (Voss & al., 1983)
allowed for only specimens as types, but this was extended in the Berlin Code (Greuter
& al., 1988) to allow for illustrations as well. Even this appears to be too restrictive,
and it may frequently occur (particularly in Cactaceae and other succulent groups)
that no original material has been preserved or illustrated.
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