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MAY 1991 

NAMES IN CURRENT USE 

Edited by Werner Greuter1 

Draft lists of NCU: A call for cooperation and comments 

The IAPT/IUBS sponsored project to compile lists of names in current use for 
organisms whose nomenclature is governed by the 'International code of botanical 
nomenclature' and in particular a list of generic names, has been described in detail 
earlier (Hawksworth & Greuter in Taxon 38: 142-148. 1989). The role of such lists as a 
basis for a more stable and secure future nomenclature was then pointed out, and its 
great promise is being increasingly recognized by botanists, mycologists and users of 
plant names throughout the world. The new ideas have been debated at various public 
meetings, the last of them being the Symposium on "Improving the stability of 
names" (Kew, 20-22 Feb. 1991) whose proceedings are being published as Regnum 
Vegetabile, vol. 123, now in print. As a result, proposals will be submitted to the next 
International Botanical Congress in Tokyo, to grant privileged nomenclatural status 
("protection") to officially listed names in current use. 

In order to make NCU lists useful, particularly in view of their possible future 
privileged role in plant nomenclature, it is important that they be as complete, 
accurate and reliable as possible. This can only be achieved through their being vetted 
by a large number of specialists working on all groups of fossil and living plants. 

Verification of such lists by specialists should lead (a) to the addition of names that 
have been omitted but that are needed under any classification that may be presently 
believed to be acceptable; (b) to the exclusion of any name that has been or ought bet- 
ter be abandoned, although it may have been in use up to the recent past; (c) to the cor- 
rection, if appropriate, of references to authors and places of valid publication; and 
(d) to the verification of type citations, in particular with regard to their being in line 
with the current application of the corresponding names. The usefulness of the future 
lists, and, in the case of types, even the question of whether or not their citation can 
reasonably be included at all, will depend on the response of botanists throughout the 
world to our call for cooperation. 

Draft lists of generic names for all plant groups, of family names of vascular plants, 
and of names of species and infra-specific taxa in the Pinaceae, Eriocaulaceae and 
Lemnaceae, are or will be available and can be mailed to those interested. A list of 
family names of Bryophyta is in preparation. Comments on the drafts must be 
received by the end of March, 1992, so that the lists, incorporating improvements 
based on all feedback received, can be published early in 1993. 

The draft lists are quite bulky. The complete generic list, and all other draft lists as 
they became available, are nevertheless being deposited at a number of leading 
botanical institutes throughout the world (B, BM, BR, C, CAL, CAN, CBG, E, G, 
GH, H, HAC, K, L, LE, M, MEXU, MO, NY, P, PE, PRE, RB, S, SI, TI, US, and WU 
- abbreviations as in 'Index herbariorum. Herbaria', ed. 8). Individual botanists are 

Botanischer Garten und Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem, Konigin-Luise-Str. 6-8, W-1000 Berlin 33, 
Germany. 
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encouraged to consult the lists at any one of these institutions or, if this is not prac- 
ticable, to ask for copies of those portions of the lists on which they are prepared to 
comment. The breakdown of the generic list will be by families (e.g., for 
Angiosperms), or by orders or higher ranking groups (such as Musci and Hepaticae). 
Please specify the family and/or higher ranking group in which you are interested, 
bearing in mind that the limited resources available may make it impossible to fulfil 
excessively voluminous wishes. Specialists of fossil plants may usefully consult the 
'IOP Newsletter' for details of breakdown of fossil plant genera according to tax- 
onomic and non-taxonomic categories. 

Please send your request as soon as possible to the IAPT Secretariat (c/o 
Botanischer Garten und Botanisches Museum, Konigin-Luise-Strasse 6-8, W-1000 
Berlin 33, Germany), adding an address label (on adhesive paper if possible). Details 
on criteria to be applied and guidelines on how to comment will be enclosed together 
with the draft lists. 

Requests from Australian botanists should be sent directly to Dr. Roger Hnatiuk 
(Australian National Botanic Garden, G.P.O. Box 1777, Canberra, A.C.T. 2601) who 
has volunteered to send copies to all interested parties. Other institutions at which the 
full lists are being deposited - see above - may be willing to offer the same facility 
on request, but no formal commitment from their side has been sought. [W. Greuter, 
IAPT Secretariat; information partly repeated from Taxon 39: 705, Nov. 1990]. 

Generic NCU draft list available electronically 

To make the draft list of generic names in current use widely available for comment by 
the botanical community, it may also be consulted electronically. By arrangement 
with Ellen Farr of the 'Index nominum genericorum' project at the Smithsonian 
Institution, an electronic version of the generic NCU list may be obtained through 
TAXACOM, an electronic service for systematic biology, either over the Internet 
(TAXACOM FTP Server) or by any microcomputer capable of data communications 
over regular phone lines (TAXACOM Dialup). 

For those with Internet access, use the File Transfer Protocol program. Enter "FTP 
35.8.196.1" or "FTP herbarium.bpp.msu.edu". Logon by entering "anonymous" as the 
user id, and "ftp" (or anything else) as your password. "Dir" or "ls" lists the files in the 
current FTP Server directory. "Cd" to change directories; the NCU files are located 
under the subdirectory "/pub/plant.names" (once connected at the FTP > prompt, 
type "cd /pub/plant.names"). To return to the previous parent directory type "cd .' 
"Get < filename > " copies the remote file to your computer, "mget" uses "*" as a wild 
card symbol to copy multiple files in one operation. For help with other FTP com- 
mands, type "help" at any FTP> prompt. When downloading compressed (8-bit) 
files (such as those ending in .COM or .EXE) be sure to specify "binary" or "image" at 
the FTP > prompt before issuing a "get" or "mget" command, otherwise the files you 
retrieve will be unusable. The lists will be either in standard text format (file names 
ending in .TXT, or in self-extracting MS-DOS executable archive files, being names 
ending in .EXE). 

For those without Internet access, a microcomputer with a 1200 or 2400 bps modem 
and data communications software is required. Europeans should note that Bell pro- 
tocols are used at 1200 bps, but standard CCITT at 2400 bps. Dial 716-896-7581 
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(prefix with country code if necessary) after setting your software to 8 data bits, no 
parity, one stop bit. Logon as "guest". At the main menu enter "27", the number for 
the Nomenclature Conference, enter "s" to scan the list of message titles, enter the 
number of the message(s) dealing with the NCU lists. The files are attached one to 
each message; enter "d" to download the file after reading a message; instruct your 
communications software to begin receiving the file with Xmodem. 

Formal comments on the lists should be mailed to Werner Greuter, Botanischer 
Garten und Botanisches Museum Berlin-Dahlem, Konigin-Luise-Str. 6-8, W-1000 
Berlin 33, Germany; informal discussions and comments may be placed on the 
TAXACOM Nomenclature conference and will be forwarded periodically to Dr. 
Greuter. 

For additional information on electronic access to the NCU lists over the Internet's 
TAXACOM FTP Server, contact Dr. James H. Beach, Department of Botany and 
Plant Pathology, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824, USA; voice 
phone (517) 355-4695; Bitnet: jhbeach(msu, Internet: jhbeach@ibm.cl.msu.edu; or 
for TAXACOM Dialup phone access contact Dr. Richard H. Zander, Clinton Her- 
barium, Buffalo Museum of Science, Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo, NY 14211, USA; 
voice (716) 896-5200; Bitnet: visbms(ubvms; Internet: visbms(ubvms.cc.buf- 
falo.edu. [Richard H. Zander, Buffalo Museum of Science.] 
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