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NAMES IN CURRENT USE 

Edited by Werner Greuter' 

Draft lists of NCU: Third progress report 

Since the previous report was published (Taxon 41: 159-160), the two last pre-Tokyo 
mailings of NCU draft lists have been prepared and have been distributed by the IAPT 
Secretariat in Berlin to all ordinary recipients of the lists as well as to interested 
specialists. As was the case of previous lists of non-generic names, the text and elec- 
tronic files produced by the authors were checked, edited for consistency and 
duplicated in Berlin. 

The eighth mailing was despatched on the 3rd of March and comprised two lists, 
plus introductory matter: a "Draft list of names in current use (NCU) in Cladoniaceae 
incl. Cladiaceae and Heterodeaceae (lichen-forming Ascomycetes) in the ranks of 
genus to variety", by Teuvo Ahti (18 pp.); and a "Draft list of species names in current 
use (NCU) in the family Trichocomaceae (fungi, Eurotiales)", compiled by J. I. Pitt & 
R. A. Samson on behalf of IUMS's International Commission on Penicillium and 
Aspergillus (18 pp.). Although the announced species list of Endomycetales (yeasts) 
could not unfortunately be produced in time, NCU coverage has been significantly 
extended into the cryptogamic realm by this mailing. The anamorph genera 
Aspergillus and Penicillium, which are of major economic importance, have been 
included in the holomorph Trichocomaceae for the purposes of the corresponding list. 

The ninth and last mailing was despatched on May 8th, and consisted of John C. 
David's list of "Fungal family names in current use" (10 pp.). In conjunction with the 
fifth mailing, this list completes the coverage of NCU at the rank of family for all non- 
algal and non-fossil plants. 

Extended deadline for comments 

We would like to encourage comments of any kind on the available NCU lists, even 
now when the delay originally imparted for such comments has long expired. 
Although it may be difficult to do full justice to controversial suggestions received at a 
late date, we will certainly endeavour to cover all points raised before the end of 
September, 1992. In the case of late comments, it is particularly important that they 
should be fully self-explanatory, and be accompanied by as full a documentation as 
possible. Use of fax transmission is recommended (the Berlin fax number is: + 49 30 - 
830 06 218). 

Work in progress 

For the last three months, NCU work has concentrated on improving the generic lists, 
in particular with respect to consistency and standardization of citation. Although the 
ING database from which the generic information was drawn had been very carefully 
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checked when compiled, the fact that it was implemented over a period of several 
decades has unavoidably resulted in a deficit in editorial consistency, and in shortcom- 
ings in formal presentation. 

Standardization efforts at present concentrate on two fields: author citations and 
title abbreviations. The new standard list of Authors of plant names produced at Kew, 
announced to be published about the middle of May, is being fully used for NCU pur- 
poses, with Paul Kirk at the International Mycological Institute having undertaken to 
do the necessary checks and corrections in close conjunction with Dick Brummitt, at 
Kew Gardens next door, who is the principal compiler of the authors list. The work is 
done in a largely automated way on the electronic files provided by Ellen Farr from the 
ING database at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington. 

For title standardization, Ellen Farr has generated an electronic file and printout of 
title fields for all NCU entries in their present form, alphabetically arranged. This is 
being checked, corrected and standardized by Norbert Kilian at Berlin, using the 
second edition of Stafleu & Cowan's Taxonomic literature (TL-2) as a basis for book 
titles and the new Botanico-Periodicum-Huntianum/Supplementum (B-P-H/S) of the 
Hunt Botanical Library as a source of standard journal title abbreviations. The cor- 
rected title fields will again be incorporated by an automated process into the database 
in Washington. 

Pending this twofold standardization operation, addition of items into the NCU 
file has been temporarily suspended. Additional items are being accumulated in view 
of their incorporation during the next following stage. 

Contributing to this column 

The idea I had formulated last time, to open this column in Taxon for a critical debate 
on the "NCU philosophy" and on practical aspects associated with it, has elicited 
favourable response. I am glad to invite all interested to send suitable items for inclu- 
sion (please add a DOS-formatted diskette with an ASCII and/or word-processed text 
file to the hard copy). David Hawksworth's contribution below treats just one of many 
possible subjects on which discussion may be useful at this stage. [W. Greuter, IAPT 
Secretariat, Berlin.] 

How to update NCU lists in the future? A possible mechanism for the protection of 
required but unlisted names, and of newly published names 

Concern has recently been expressed by some taxonomists over the uncertainty as to 
(1) how omitted names might be added to a list of Names in Current Use once it was 
approved by an International Botanical Congress, and (2) how newly published names 
might be accorded a similar status to those on an adopted list. 

If the concept of the NCU lists (as proposed in Taxon 40: 673-677. 1991) is accepted 
at the upcoming International Botanical Congress in 1993, and more acutely if any or 
all of the particular lists to be submitted for consideration are approved and granted 
protection, procedures to address the issues will have to be developed, perhaps by a 
special committee established by the Congress for that purpose. With the objective of 
allaying fears that such procedures might be individually time-consuming for tax- 
onomists, and further of outlining one possible mechanism that any such special com- 
mittee, when established, might consider, one practicable scenario is outlined here. 
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Assuming that the proposals on the registration of newly published names (see 
Taxon 40: 683. 1991) are accepted by the Congress, the updating process of approved 
NCU lists could be integrated with registration as follows: 

- Newly published and registered names, in categories of names for which NCU lists 
exist, could automatically be considered to assume the nomenclatural status of 
listed names if they remain unchallenged during a quarantine period of not less 
than three years from the date of registration, and subject to ratification by the 
subsequent International Botanical Congress. 

- When an unprotected and unlisted name published prior to the date of the relevant 
list is discovered, and it is wished to employ it for a taxon for which no listed name 
is available, that name could be proposed for inclusion in the list by an act of 
registration (i.e. by sending the name with citation, and basionym where 
appropriate, and details of the nomenclatural type, to an official registration 
office). [One alternative to this could be to formally publish proposals for addi- 
tional names in Taxon, for consideration by the appropriate Standing Committee; 
however, I do not favour that second route personally in view of (a) the burden 
placed on authors to fully prepare and publish such addenda, and (b) the resultant 
work load on Standing Committee members.] Such additional names would retain 
their original author citation and date and place of valid publication, but it might 
be prudent to limit their protection so that they could not displace an already listed 
name. 

- If an author should discover that an earlier but unprotected name was synonymous 
with a newly proposed and registered name that was still in quarantine and not yet 
protected, the earlier, unprotected name could be registered and so be available for 
use in preference to the newly proposed one. In cases of conflicting evidence or opi- 
nion, the relevant Standing Committee might arbitrate. 

In the event that such a system were considered appropriate, I believe that it would 
not place an unreasonable burden on authors. Indeed they would have to take no 
action themselves for newly published names in addition to having them registered, 
and for other unlisted names they would just have to send the standard nomenclatural 
information, normally already to hand, to a registration centre designated by the 
IAPT. 

The IAPT could maintain a computer file of challenged newly registered names for 
periodic submission to the appropriate standing committees. In the course of their 
research, taxonomists would, in order to minimize the risk of introducing names that 
might be challenged, feel compelled to undertake a reasonable amount of checking of 
well-documented unlisted names; but they would not feel obliged to spend an 
indefinite amount of time searching out and then typifying long-forgotten names of 
minimally described taxa currently of uncertain identity. 

The above tentative suggestions are surely open to substantial improvement in the 
light of future debates. However, they may serve to illustrate that it is feasible to 
address this issue, which is of justifiable concern to taxonomists, and in a manner that 
preserves scientific freedom, minimizes name changes for reasons of nomenclatural 
priority, and does not place an unreasonable burden on them. 

I am indebted to Professor W. Greuter for highly pertinent comments on the issues 
raised in this note, but wish to stress that the imperfections are my own. [D. L. 
Hawksworth, International Mycological Institute, Bakeham Lane, Egham, Surrey 
TW20 9TY, U.K.] 
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