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TAXON 34(4): 719-726. NOVEMBER 1985 

PROPOSALS TO REVISE ICBN 

(80)-(81) Proposals to amend Art. 6.4. 

(80) Amend Art. 6.4 by adding the italicized text so that the last sentence reads: 

"A name which according to this Code was illegitimate when published cannot become legitimate 
later unless it is conserved or unless the earlier name that causes illegitimacy has been formally 
rejected." 

"Ex. Hiptage Gaertner (1790) is an illegitimate renaming of Gaertnera Schreber (1789). When 
Gaertnera Schreber (1789, Malpighiac.) was formally rejected in favor of Gaertnera Lamarck (1792, 
Rubiac.), nom. cons., Hiptage Gaertner (1790) became legitimate." 

The new (added at Sydney, 1981) last sentence appears overly punitive in nature and could be 
amended to avoid proposals to conserve such as the one (see Panigrahi's proposal to conserve Hiptage 
in this issue) summarized here: 

Hiptage Gaertner (1790) was illegitimate upon publication, being based on the same type (ultimately 
Banisteria tetraptera Sonnerat, 1782) as Gaertnera Schreber (1789). Gaertnera Schreber (1789, Mal- 
pighiac.) is now rejected in favor of Gaertnera Lam. (1792, Rubiac.). Thus, Gaertnera Schreber (1789) 
is no longer available for the Indomalesian taxon currently known as Hiptage, for which no other 
generic name is available. 

The result of the proposed addition to the last sentence of Art. 6.4 would permit treating originally 
nomenclaturally superfluous names, such as Hiptage Gaertner, as having become legitimate by rejection 
of the name causing illegitimacy, Gaertnera Schreber. Proposals for conservation of such names would 
be unnecessary if this proposal to amend is approved. 

(81) Add a new sentence to Art. 6.4: 

"An infrafamilial name, based on the stem of a conserved generic name, is legitimate even if the 
generic name was originally illegitimate." 

"Ex. In Araceae, subfamily Colocasioideae Engler (Nova Acta Acad. Leopold.-Carol. 39: 148. 1876), 
based on Colocasia Schott (1832) non Link (1795), is legitimate since Colocasia Schott is conserved." 

Again, the new last sentence of Art. 6.4 appears to be overly punitive in requiring conservation. 
Under Art. 18.3, a family name based on the stem of an illegitimate generic name is illegitimate unless 
conserved. If the word 'infrafamilial' in the above proposal were replaced by 'suprageneric', Art. 18.3 
might not be necessary. However, the point of this proposal is that there is no mechanism for directly 
conserving infrafamilial names (no Appendix for conserved infrafamilial names). It is possible under 
the present Code that a monotypic group, such as tribe Zantedeschieae Engler, has no available name 
and none can be formed. Nicolson (Taxon 33: 682. 1984) noted this technical problem and the need 
for a solution. 

Art. 19.1 provides for the form of the name of a subfamily, including a requirement that it be based 
on the stem of a legitimate generic name. A name of a subfamily that is based on the stem of an 
illegitimate generic name is not merely illegitimate. It is invalidly published under Art. 32.1 (b), having 
a form contrary to the provisions of Arts. 16-27 (including Art. 19.1). One can argue that Colocasia 
Schott became legitimate upon conservation and that Colocasioideae Engler became legitimate, no 
longer being contrary to the requirements of Arts. 19.1 and 32.1(b). However, this is not what the 
present last sentence of Art. 6.4 implies. Under it, Colocasioideae Engler (1876) "was illegitimate 
when published and cannot become legitimate later unless it [i.e., Colocasioideae] is conserved." 

A similar provision, Art. 19.2, pertains to names of tribes. Although there is no specific provision 
for names of subtribes, it is presumed that the same rules apply. 
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The aim of this proposal is to provide an exception to the last sentence of Art. 6.4, permitting 
infrafamilial names which were illegitimate or even invalidly published 'when published' to be rec- 
ognized as legitimate without direct conservation but with conservation of the generic name upon 
which they are based. 

Proposed by: Dan H. Nicolson, Department of Botany NHB 166, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, 
DC 20560, U.S.A. and G. Panigrahi, Botanical Survey of India, residence: A 13/3, Kalindi Housing 
Estate, Calcutta 700089, India. 

(82) Proposal to amend recommendation 23B.1(e) of ICBN. 

The proposals to amend Article 23.4 of ICBN received significant negative voting in the last two 
Congresses. The first proposal (Art. 23 Prop. D) submitted by Little received 28 yes, 173 no at the 
Leningrad Congress (Proc. XII International Botanical Congress, p. 149. 1979) and the second by 
Terrell (Art. 23 Prop. A) received 37 yes, 101 no at Sydney (Taxon 30: 906. 1981). These proposals 
were submitted citing the example Lycopersicon lycopersicum (L.) Karsten. The opinion of the botanists 
lies in the adverse consequences of the acceptance of such a proposal to amend the Article 23.4. The 
status of such names (paratautonyms) in which the genus and the species have the same origin but 
differing only in interchange of the terminal inflections -on and -um or -os, -us and -as or -us, -es and 
-e respectively remains the same. These botanists proposed that the paratautonyms should be regarded 
as the confusable names and like tautonyms. 

Nicolson has also commented on paratautonyms (Taxon 24: 389-390. 1975). He has pointed out 
the difficulty arising out of the acceptance of the proposals on paratautonyms to amend the Art. 23.4 
and has disliked replacing well-known paratautonyms in his comment as the specific epithet does not 
repeat exactly the generic one. As the Lycopersicon lycopersicum proposal after acceptance would also 
affect the other paratautonyms like Legetta lagetto, Cajanus cajan, Ziziphus zizyphus, Sesbania sesban, 
there was a low positive response to change these binomials. Thus it is not necessary to amend Article 
23. 

In the present circumstances and unwanted consequences of the acceptance of the proposals to 
amend Article 23.4, the solution lies either in conserving some of the paratautonyms or their older 
binomials that have been well known for a long time and belong to economically important plants, 
or by making an amendment under Recommendation 23B. l(e) to avoid the formation of such bi- 
nomials in future. The first solution may be made by conserving one or more binomials such as 
Lycopersicon esculentum (L.) Mill. which could be conserved against L. lycopersicum (L.) Karsten for 
the use of the first binomial for a long time. The proposals to amend Art. 23.4 should be left to avoid 
the unnecessary change of well-established binomials and also to avoid unwanted burdens on the 
Code. 

At present it seems necessary to check the further formation of paratautonyms by making an 
amendment under the Rec. 23B.1(e). This would avoid confusion in such names. 

On the basis of the above discussions and adverse consequences, there is an urgent need to amend 
Rec. 23B. l(e). The text of this Rec. should be amended to add the italicized text: 

"To avoid those which have the same meaning as the generic name (pleonasm), particularly those 
that could be considered having the same origin or as a variant spelling of the generic name (paratau- 
tonyms)". 
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