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DATES IN THE RULES OF THE INTERNATIONAL CODE OF 
BOTANICAL NOMENCLATURE 

J. A. Leussink* 

Summary 

An account is given of the obligatory dates in the Rules of the International Code of 
Botanical Nomenclature. A list indicating which dates pertain to the main taxonomic 
groups is added. 

Introduction 

Throughout the 75 Articles of the International Code of Botanical Nomen- 
clature (now in force: Seattle Code, cf. Stafleu et al., 1972, cited below as 
"Code") there are a number of provisions giving dates that must be taken into 
account in nomenclatural practice. Realizing the great diversity of the obligatory 
dates in the Rules of the Code, it was thought that a survey would be of use to 
taxonomists. A complete survey never seems to have been published so far, 
although Viczy, in his extensive introduction to the Rumanian translation of the 
Code, enumerates most of the obligatory dates (Viczy, 1974: 89-90). 

The provisions of the Code regarding dates can be divided into two groups: 
1. dates concerning the effective publication of names; 
2. dates dealing with the validity of published names. 

In this survey the dates are arranged under these two main headings and not 
as they appear in the sequence of the Articles of the Code. It seemed convenient 
to add a chronological list of the dates as well as a survey according to the main 
taxonomic groups. 

In order to correctly apply the various provisions of the Code with reference 
to dates, it is of the utmost importance to know as precisely as possible the 
dates of publication of the taxonomic works under study. Ready verification of 
dates is especially important in cases of priority conflict. (cf. Principle III of 
the Code: "The nomenclature of a taxonomic group is based upon priority of 
publication.") It is not the purpose of this paper to discuss the intricate problems 
of this very complicated topic. The concept "date of publication" is defined in 
Articles 30 and 45 of the Code (cf. McVaugh, Ross et Stafleu, 1968: 11). The 
Code gives a number of "Recommendations" for good practice: 30A, 45B, 45C. 
See also item 9 of the "Guide to the citation of botanical literature" which is 
added to the Code. 

Survey of dates in the Rules of the Code 

EFFECTIVE PUBLICATION OF NAMES 

I. "Publication by indelible autograph before i Jan 1953 is effective." (Art. 29) 
2. "Publication on or after i Jan 1953 of a new name in tradesmen's catalogues or 

non-scientific newspapers ... does not constitute effective publication." (Art. 29) 
3. "The distribution on or after i Jan 1953 of printed matter accompanying exsiccata 

does not constitute effective publication. Note. If the printed matter is also 
distributed independently of the exsiccata, this constitutes effective publication." 
(Art. 31) 

4. "Publication... of a new name ... on or after i Jan 1973 in seed-exchange lists, 
does not constitute effective publication." (Art. 29) 

"* Division of Taxonomic Documentation, Department of Biology, University of Utrecht, 
Netherlands. 
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VALIDITY OF PUBLISHED NAMES 

Starting points 

5. "Valid publication of names for plants of the different groups is treated as beginning 
at the following dates...:" (Art. 13) 
Note: For each date a work is mentioned which is treated by the Code as having 
been published on that date (cf. Art. 13). 

I Mai 1753 
6. Spermatophyta (Art. 13a); Pteridophyta (Art. 13a); Sphagnaceae (Art. 13c); Hepaticae 

(Art. 13c); Lichenes (Art. 13d); most Algae (Art. 13g) (see also Sections 11-14 infra); 
Myxomycetes (Art. I3h); Bacteria (Art. i3i). 
C. LINNAEUS, "Species plantarum..." ed. i., Stockholm 1753. "The two volumes of 
Linnaeus' Species Plantarum ed. I (1753), which appeared in May and August, z753, 
respectively, are treated as having been published simultaneously on the former date 

(I May 1753)." (Art. 13, Note 4) 
"It is agreed to associate generic names which first appear in Linnaeus' Species 
Plantarum ed. I (1753) and ed. 2. (1762-63) with the first subsequent description 
given under those names in Linnaeus' Genera Plantarum ed. 5 (1754) and ed. 6 

(1764) (see Art. 41)." (Art. 13, Note 3) 
"..(. the generic names first published by Linnaeus in Species Plantarum ed. I (1753) 
and ed. 2 (1762-63) . .. are treated as having been validly published on those dates 

(see Art. 13, Note 3)." (Art. 41) 
Note: According to Stafleu, 1967, the dates given in Art. 13, Note 3, and in Art. 41 
can be specified more precisely as follows: 

1753 -I Mai 1753; 
1754 = Aug z754; 
1762-63 - 

vol. i, Sep 1762; vol. 2, Jul-Aug 1763; 
1764 - Jun 1764. 

I Jan z8o0 
7. Musci (the Sphagnaceae excepted) (Art. I3b). 

J. HEDWIG, "Species muscorum frondosorum.. .", Leipzig 18oi. 

31 Dec r8o0 
8. Fungi: Uredinales, Ustilaginales, and Gasteromycetes (Art. 13e). 

C. H. PERSOON, "Synopsis methodica fungorum.. .", G6ttingen 80oi. 

31 Dec 1820 

9. Fossil plants. All groups (Art. 13j). 
K. M. Graf von STERNBERG, "Versuch einer geognostisch-botanischen Darstellung der 
Flora der Vorwelt." Heft i, Leipzig 1820. 

Note: As explicitly stated in Art. 13j, E. F. von SCHLOTHEIM "Die Petrefacten- 
kunde.. .", Gotha 1820 "is regarded as published before 31 Dec 1820." 

However, von SCHLOTHEIM'S "Nachtrige zur Petrefactenkunde", Gotha 1822-1823 
does count for nomenclatural purposes, and so does, of course, the second edition of 
"Die Petrefactenkunde.. ." and "Nachtrdige.. .": "Merkwiirdige Versteinerungen . .", 
Gotha 1832 (cf. Stafleu, 1967). 

I Jan 1821 

xo. Fungi caeteri (Art. 13f). 
E. M. FRIES, "Systema mycologicum.. ." vol. i, Lund 1821. 
Note: E. M. FRIES'S "Elenchus Fungorum...", Greifswald 1828 "is treated as a part 
of the Systema" (Art. I3f). 
"Names of Fungi caeteri published in other works between the dates of the first 
(vol. i) and last (vol. 3, part 2 and index) Parts of the Systema [i.e. between i Jan 
1821 and 1832; cf. Stafleu, 1967] which are synonyms or homonyms of names of 
any of the Fungi caeteri included in the Systema do not affect the nomenclatural 
status of names used by Fries in this work." (Art. I3f) 
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1848 

i1. Desmidiaceae (Art. 13g). 
J. RALFS "The British Desmidieae", London 1848. 
Note: The Code does not give an exact starting point, as it does for all groups 
discussed above (cf. Sections 6-io supra). In the absence of evidence about the 
precise publication date of Ralfs's book, the starting point for the Desmidiaceae 
could be fixed either at I Jan 1848 or at 31 Dec 1848. This, however, requires an 
official proposal to amend the Code. The same holds for the next three groups (cf. 
Sections 12-14 infra). Such a proposal was made recently by Compare, 1974, who, 
for the Desmidiaceae, proposes I Jan 1848 as starting point. 

1886-88 
12. Nostocaceae Heterocysteae (Art. 13g). 

J.-B. E. BORNET & C. FLAHAULT "Revision des Nostocacees h'ktrocystees..." 
Note: This is a paper published in four "fragments" in volumes 3, 4, 5 and 7 of the 
Annales des Sciences Naturelles; Botaniques, septieme serie, Paris. According to 
Stafleu (personal communication) the parts of this paper were published on the 
following dates: 

volume pages date 

3 323-381 Jun 1886 
4 343-373 Dec 1886 
5 51-128 Feb 1887 

129 Mar 1887 
7 177-192 Mar 1888 

193-256 Apr 1888 
257-262 Mai 1888 

A precise starting point for the Nostocaceae Heterocysteae could be established by 
arbitrarily fixing the publication date of Bornet and Flahault's paper at I Jan 1886 
as proposed by Compare, 1974. 

1892-93 

13. Nostocaceae Homocysteae (Art. 13g). 
M.-A. GOMONT "Monographie des Oscillariees..." 
Note: This is a paper published in two "parties" in volumes Is and 16 of the 
Annales des Sciences Naturelles; Botaniques, septieme serie, Paris. According to 
Stafleu (personal communication), the publication dates of this paper are very 
probably: 

volume pages date 

is 263-368 Aug 1892 
16 91-256 Oct-Dec 1892 

257-264 1892 (sero) or 1893 (primo)? 

To establish a specific starting point for the Nostocaceae Homocysteae, the publication 
date of Gomont's paper could be fixed at I Jan 1892 as proposed by Compare, 1974. 

1900 

14. Oedogoniaceae (Art. 13g). 
K. E. HIRN "Monographie und Iconographie der Oedogoniaceen." 
Note: This is a paper published in 1900oo as volume 27, number I (iv + 395 pp.) of 
the Acta Societatis Scientiarum Fennicae, Helsinki. The "Vorrede" is dated 

"Jyviskyli im September 900oo." It seems appropriate to provide a precise starting 
point for the Oedogoniaceae by fixing the publication date of Hirn's paper at 
I Jan 1900oo as proposed by Compare, 1974. 
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Rank of the taxon 

I5. "A new name published on or after I Jan 1953 without a clear indication of the rank 
of the taxon concerned is not validly published. For such names published before 
I Jan 1953 the choice made by the first author who assigned a definite rank is to be 
followed." (Art. 35) 

Form of names 

16. "Linnaeus is regarded as having used binary nomenclature for species consistently 
from 1753 onwards, although there are exceptions.. ." (Art. 23, Note) 
Note: Strictly speaking, the Code should state here: "...from i Mai 1753 on- 
wards,.. ." 

17. "The name of a genus may not coincide with a technical term currently used in 
morphology unless it was published before I Jan 1912 and was accompanied, when 
originally published, by a specific name published in accordance with the binary 
system of Linnaeus." (Art. 20) 

Description and/or diagnosis 
18. "In order to be validly published, a name of a new taxon of plants, the bacteria, 

algae, and all fossils excepted, published on or after I Jan 1935 must be accompanied 
by a Latin description or diagnosis or by a reference to a previously and effectively 
published Latin description or diagnosis of the taxon. (But see Art. H. 9.)" (Art. 36). 
Note: Art. H. 9 states that for valid publication "the name of a hybrid with the 
rank of genus or subdivision of a genus, which is a condensed formula or 
equivalent to a condensed formula... must be published with a statement of the 
names of the parent genera or subdivisions of genera, but no description or diagnosis 
is necessary, whether in Latin or in any other language." For Fungi with a 
pleomorphic life cycle see also Art. 59 (cf. Section 30 infra). 

I9. "In order to be validly published, a name of a new taxon of recent algae published 
on or after I Jan 1958 must be accompanied by a Latin description or diagnosis or 
by a reference to a previously and effectively published Latin description or diag- 
nosis." (Art. 36) 

20. "... the name of a monotypic genus of fossil plants published on or after I Jan 1953 
must be accompanied by a description or diagnosis of the genus." (Art. 42) 
Note: By this provision fossils are excluded from the Rule of Art. 42 that "a 
monotypic new genus based on a new species" can be validated "by the provision 
of a combined generic and specific description.., .or diagnosis . . ." 

21. "Publication of a name should not be validated solely by a reference to a description 
or diagnosis published before I753." (Recommendation 32A) 
Note: This is the only Recommendation of the Code in which a date is mentioned. 
A Recommendation is, unlike a Rule, not obligatory. (Cf. McVaugh, Ross et Stafleu, 
1968: 23) Strictly speaking, the Code should state here: "...before i Mai 1753." 

Figures 
22. "The publication of the name of a monotypic new genus based on a new species is 

validated.., .for generic names published before i Jan 1908, by the provision of an 
illustration with analysis showing essential characters..." (Art. 42) 

23. "The name of a species or of an infraspecific taxon published before i Jan 19o8 is 
validly published if it is accompanied only by an illustration with analysis showing 
essential characters.. ." (Art. 44) 

24. "In order to be validly published, a name of a new taxon of fossil plants of specific 
or lower rank published on or after I Jan 1912 must be accompanied by an illustration 
or figure showing the essential characters, in addition to the description or diagnosis, 
or by a reference to a previously and effectively published illustration or figure." 
(Art. 38) 
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25. "In order to be validly published, a name of a new taxon of recent algae of specific 
or lower rank published on or after i Jan 1958 must be accompanied by an 
illustration or figure showing the distinctive morphological features, in addition to 
the Latin description or diagnosis, or by a reference to a previously and effectively 
published illustration or figure." (Art. 39) 

Typification 
26. "The type of a name of a taxon assigned to a group with a nomenclatural starting 

point later than 753 . .. is to be determined in accordance with the indication or 

description and other matter accompanying its first valid publication.. ." (Art. 7) 
Note: Strictly speaking, the Code should state here: "... later than I Mai 

1753..." 

27. "Publication on or after I Jan 1958 of the name of a new taxon of the rank of 

family or below is valid only when the nomenclatural type is indicated... except as 

permitted by Art. H. 9 for names of certain hybrids." (Art. 37) 
Note: For Fungi with a pleomorphic life cycle see also Art. 59 (cf. Section 30 infra). 

Basionym 
28. "A new combination or a new name for a previously recognized taxon published 

on or after I Jan 1953 is not validly published unless its basionym ... or the 

replaced synonym ... is clearly indicated and a full and direct reference given to its 
author and original publication with page or plate reference and date." (Art. 33) 

Alternative names 

29. "When, on or after I Jan 1953, two or more different names... are proposed 
simultaneously for the same taxon by the same author, none of them is validly 
published (but see Art. 59)." (Art. 34) 
Note: Art. 59 enables the use of separate names for the perfect and the imperfect 
states of Fungi with a pleomorphic life cycle and of separate names for form-genera 
and organ-genera of fossil plants. 

Fungi with a pleomorphic life cycle 

30. "The combination of the specific or infraspecific epithet of a name typified by an 
imperfect state with a name of a genus characterised by a perfect state shall be 
considered not validly published as a new combination, but shall be considered the 
validly published name of a new taxon if the author provides a description (in Latin, 
on or after i Jan 1935) of the perfect state and indicates a type (on or after I Jan 
1958) showing the perfect state ... However, publication on or after i Jan 1967 of a 
combination based on an imperfect state and applied inclusive of the perfect state 
shall not be considered the valid publication of a new name of the perfect state." 

(Art. 59) 

Hybrids 

3I. 
"An epithet published before i Jan 1975 subordinate to the binary name of a 

recognized hybrid, but at a rank other than that of a nothomorph, is treated as 

published at the rank of nothomorph... An epithet published on or after i Jan 1975 
subordinate to the binary name of a recognized hybrid, but at any rank other than 

nothomorph, is not validly published." (Art. H. io) 

Orthography 

32. "When the spelling of a generic name differs in Linnaeus' Species Plantarum ed. I 
and Genera Plantarum ed. 5, the correct spelling is determined by the following 
regulations: 
(i) If Linnaeus subsequently to 1753-54 consistently adopted one of the spellings, 
that spelling is accepted . . ." (Art. 74) 
Note: It is remarkable that no dates are given in the first full sentence of this 
Article. The correct dates for both books mentioned are: i Mai 1753 and Aug I754 
respectively (cf. Stafleu, I967). Perhaps the phrase "subsequently to I753-54" could 
better be replaced by "in later works". 
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Conditions for valid publication 

33. "A name published on or after I Jan 1973 for which the various conditions for 
valid publication are not simultaneously fulfilled is not validly published unless a full 
and direct reference is given to the place or places where these requirements were 

previously fulfilled." (Art. 45) 

Chronological list of dates in the Code 

Dates Section Dates Section 

(cf. supra) (cf. supra) 

1753 6, 16, 21, 26 1848 ii 
Mai 1753 6 1886-1888 12 

I Mai 1753 6 1892-1893 13 
Aug 1753 6 1900 14 

1753-1754 32 I Jan 1908 22, 23 
1754 6 I Jan I912 17, 24 

1762-1763 6 I Jan 1935 18, 30 
1764 6 I Jan 1953 I, 2, 3, 15 

I Jan i80o 7 20, 28, 29 

31 Dec 18oi 8 I Jan 1958 19, 25, 27, 30 
1820 9 I Jan 1967 30 

31 Dec 1820 9 I Jan 1973 4, 33 
I Jan 1821 10 I Jan 1975 31 

1828 10 

Survey according to the main taxonomic groups 

Taxonomic group Section (cf. supra) 

All groups I, 2, 3, 4, I5, i6, 17, I8, 20, 

22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 32, 33 
Spermatophyta 6 
Pteridophyta 6 

Bryophyta 6, 7, 26 
Lichenes 6 

Fungi 8, io, 26, 30 
Algae 6, II, 12, 13, 14, 19, 25, 26 

Myxomycetes 6 
Bacteria 6 
Fossil plants 9, 20, 24, 26 
Hybrids 31 
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