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Linnaeus's days, correctly appointed by Britton & Wilson in 1924. There is no 
valid reason to reject that choice. May the Congress in 1975 refuse to accept 
the Committee's decision to reject D. lablab L. as the lectotype of Dolichos L. 
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DR. RAVEN'S PROPOSALS 

The International Code of Botanical Nomenclature is in almost all respects a 
satisfactory and workable document. One or two articles are impossible to apply 
with any degree of consistency and by most botanists are ignored. Other than 
these and the inherently difficult section on Orthography of Names, the Code 
now seems to require only minor adjustments. 

In spite of this, my friend Peter Raven, in this issue, proposes two major 
alterations in this Code. 

One of these, to substitute the designation Phylum for Divisio as the term for 
the major rank of subdivisions of the Plant Kingdom. This is an admitted 
attempt to bring the Botanical Code into line with the International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature. 
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This proposal seems relatively harmless, though it does not really deal with 
the matter of the proper number of kingdoms. This, of course, is a taxonomic 
question and, though it raises formidable nomenclatural problems, cannot 
properly be dealt with in a code of nomenclature. 

My personal preference would be to retain both Divisio and Phylum, using 
Phylum for the apparently discrete, but internally phylogenetically coherent 
major groups even now often termed phyla by cryptogamists, phylogenetic 
speculators, and some textbook writers. Divisio could then still be used to 
indicate the four main levels of morphological organization (or perhaps better 
five such) which are commonly designated as Divisio by most ordinary "old- 
fashioned" botanists and by the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature. 
I do not propose this formally since I have not thought through the details and 
visualized all the consequences. 

Raven's second proposition is to delete the category of varietas by combining 
it with that of subspecies, as is the fashion with some West American botanists 
and a few European ones (and, of course, most zoologists). The American group 
stems from the tradition started by H. M. Hall and F. E. Clements, who simply 
insisted that subdivisions smaller than their subspecies were not capable of being 
understood by their methods. It is of interest that many if not most of their 
subspecies are regarded as good species by many present day botanists. 

This proposal, too, falls into the pattern of aping the zoologists. That the 
Zoological Code is a poor one to emulate is evident to anyone who has tried to 
use both the botanical and zoological codes and to anyone who has followed the 
history of the Zoological Code. 

In spite of the lengthy argument for this idea, it really boils down to an 
attempt to legislate the form of classification we all shall use and to persuade us 
to require ourselves to follow the classificatory ideas favored by Raven and those 
who agree with him. 

I have argued the matter of subspecies vs. varietas before (Rhodora 44: 153- 
157, 1942) and see no reason to alter seriously the views expressed at that time. 
Neither do I see any reason to repeat here what I said then. 

For those who might like the simplification of, or ease in following, the scheme 
proposed I would suggest contemplation of the consequences of such a change 
being made retroactive and the problems involved in a date-limitation, which is 
the alternative. I do not think these consequences have been thought through and 
visualized by the proposers. 

All I would like to suggest here is that we now have a system of categories 
that, though incapable of portraying faithfully the remarkable diversity of 
evolutionary patterns that exist, provides sufficient flexibility to accommodate 
most of the range of taxonomic philosophies extant among botanists without 
doing violence to its basic framework. Some of us feel the need of several 
infraspecific ranks to express our ideas. For others one is enough. For still others 
none are needed. We certainly wish to allow those who think differently than 
we do full freedom to do so and feel that the Code should accommodate them, 
as it does. We would also like to retain the right to our views and hope that 
changes will not be made in the Code to make it impossible to express our 
concepts as we presently can. Flexibility is too precious an attribute to be lightly 
sacrificed. If a set of views is really sound it should not have to be legislated 
down people's throats. I hope the set of 20 proposals dealing with this proposi- 
tion by Raven, Shetler, and Taylor may be rejected by the mail vote so as to 
permit, for once, adequate discussion of proposals pertaining to the section of 
the Code dealing with orthography of names. This has been relegated to the final 
frantic hours of the nomenclature sessions in previous congresses, and shows it. 
Perhaps we should even start our discussions this time with the last article and 
work backward. 

Finally, I would like to thank Peter Raven for allowing me to see the manu- 
scripts of this and his other proposals before publication. 

F. R. FOSBERG 
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