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in birds and in microscopic life. He worked 
very hard to acquire a competent knowledge 
of British birds and plants and in his later years 
did much to encourage young people interested 
in these subjects. He was intimately associated 
with the Haslemere Educational Museum on 
the Committee of which he served for many 
years. He was elected a Fellow of the Linnean 
Society of London in 1949. He was a member 
of the Indian Botanical Society and of the 
Bombay Natural History Society for many 
years. 

From 1920 onwards his principal interest in 
the field of natural history was the Charophyta. 
He was introduced to these by James Groves, 
the distinguished British systematic botanist, 
who was considered as the world authority on 
this group of plants. In 1920 he met Groves 
during a holiday in the Isle of Wight. Groves 
asked him to collect charophytes in India and 
as he did so his interest in and his knowledge 
of the group of plants grew. When Groves died 
in 1933, his library and his collection of charo- 
phyte material passed on to Allen. He main- 
tained them properly and added much to them 
and in course of time built up a considerable 
herbarium. After the death of Allen, his herb- 
arium and other material and his library were 
presented to the Department of Botany of the 
British Museum (Natural History) by his 
widow. 

Allen collected charophytes from different 
parts of Uttar Pradosh and also from Kashmir 
and sent them to Groves. Groves in his "Notes 
on Indian Charophytes" referred to a number 
of specimens collected by him from these 
areas. 

In later years Allen published several papers 
on Indian charophytes containing several new 
species and new records from India in colla- 
boration with Groves and also independently. 
After the death of Groves in 1933, he complet- 
ed several of his unfinished works ;the review 
of the Queensland Charophyta started by 
Groves was published by Allen in 1935 in the 
proceedings of Royal Society of Queensland. 
He also published accounts of charophytes 
from other parts of the world, namely, Uru- 
guay, Lake Titicaca, British Columbia, North 
America, etc. in different scientific journals. 
He used to write, as far as possible, in non- 
technical language accounts of this little known 
isolated group of aquatic plants in such journals 
as "School Nature Study" (London) and also 
wrote a more popular account of the British 
charophytes, which was published by the 
Haslemere Museum under the title "British 
Stoneworts". 
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Allen's studies of the charophytes were 
characterized by their careful attention to de- 
tail and their critical consideration of the 
proper limits of species. He made a careful 
study of the structure of the oospore membrane 
of different species of Nitellae. 

His last paper, the Charophyte Notes from 
'Benaras, U.P., was published in the Journal 
of the Indian Botanical Society in 1961. During 
the last few years he had been working on 
some collections of Nitella from South Africa 
in collaboration with Miss E. L. Stephens. Just 
two years back he wrote to me, "I expect this 
Benaras paper will be my last. I had hoped to 
publish one on the Nitellae of South Africa". 
He had already finished the draft. It is hoped 
Miss Stephens will publish this shortly. 

Allen was a most unassuming, modest and 
kind-hearted gentleman, respected and loved 
by all who knew him. He was always friendly 
and helpful to all who approached him for any 
help in connection with the study of charo- 
phytes. The passing away of Allen is a great 
loss to all workers on charophytes throughout 
the world. 

My thanks are due to Mr. R. Ross of the 
British Museum, London, who kindly sent me 
the manuscript of his article on the life of the 
late Mr. Allen prepared by him for publication 
in the Proc. of Linnean Society, London. In 
preparing this note I have made use of some 
portions of his article. 

B. C. KUNDu (Lucknow) 

MONOTYPIC GENERA - A MIS- 
UNDERSTANDING 

From the note by Dr. H. P. Fuchs in Taxon 
14 : 99 - 103 1965 (cf. p. 100. 2nd column, 
2nd paragraph) I must conclude that he is 
under the impression that for valid publica- 
tion of monotypic genera the Code contains 
only a provision in Art. 42. This is, however, 
only a specialized case when such a genus is 
based on a new species blended in one de- 
scription. 

From the full citation, for which we have 
to thank Dr. Fuchs, it appears that B. Ehr- 
hart wanted to single out one crucifer, as a 
separate genus, from an affinity ("andere Arten 
der Kresse"), and gave the differential char- 
acters, which served as his generic description. 

Such procedure all botanists have followed 
if they wanted to segregate heterogeneous 
genera of old authors. 

Ehrhart neither mentioned a specific epi- 
thet nor a new species: he described a genus. 
Hence, his name must not be evaluated or 
interpreted with Art. 42, but with Art. 41, as 
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scores of other generic names. Many genera 
have in the past been described without men- 
tion of species, by Patrick Browne, by Robert 
Brown, etc. Art. 41 does neither prescribe 
whether any or how many species must be 
described, nor what characters should be con- 
sidered as "generic" and which as "specific", 
or what the length of the description should 
be. 

In conclusion, I share Dr. Eichler's view that 
Barbarea Ehrh. 1756 is a perfectly legitimate 
generic name. 

C. G. G. J. VAN STEENIS 

REQUESTS 

Gray Herbarium Index 

If any institution disposes of issue 13 of this 
index in an accessible form, the undersigned 
would be very grateful for permission to copy 
it. - F. MARKGRAF, Institut fur systematische 
Botanik, Zurich. 

Lophiostomaceae 
Miss A. Keena, Department of Botany, The 

University, Nottingham, England, would be 
pleased to receive any species of the Pyreno- 
mycete family Lophiostomaceae for experi- 
mental taxonomic work. 

Haplopappus 
Dr. Thomas D. Howe, Central State College, 

Wilberforce, Ohio, United States, wishes to 
receive viable seeds of species of Haplopappus 
(Compositae) and genera segregated from it 
from South America. Please include the usual 
collecting data. If a species is not mentioned 
in Hall's monograph (The Genus Haplopappus; 
published in 1928 by the Caregia Institution 
of Washington) please state the section to 
which it belongs. 

Ononis 
Dr. R. B. Ivimey-Cook, Department of 

Botany, University of Exeter, Prince of Wales 
Road, Exeter England, would be pleased to 
receive material (seeds, cuttings or plants if 
necessary) of any species of Ononis except 
0. spinosa ssp. spinosa. 
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Byttneria 
Carmen L. Crist6bal, Facultad de Agrono- 

mia y Veterinaria, Universidad del Nordeste, 
Sargento Cabral 2139, Corrientes, Argentina, 
would be grateful to receive viable seeds and 
herbarium material of any species of the genera 
Byttneria (Sterculiaceae). 
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