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NEWS AND NOTES NEWS AND NOTES 

CLEISTOGENES, KENGIA AND ART. 20 

"The name of a genus [published after 1 
Jan. 1912] may not coincide with a technical 
term currently used in morphology." The in- 
terpretation of such a simple dictum ought not, 
one would think, to present much difficulty, 
especially when considered in relation to the 
given examples of technical terms. These are 
Radicula, Tuber (generic names published be- 
fore 1 Jan. 1912), radix, caulis, folium and 
spina (technical terms not now allowable as 
generic names). All of them are Latin substant- 
ives in the nominative case and singular num- 
ber; only Tuber gives the same word in English. 
It is clear that in order to qualify as a technical 
term in the sense of Art. 20 [Art. 68 (2) of the 
Paris code] the word must be of this nature, 
not a word manufactured from Latin (or 
Greek) roots and used in the vernacular as a 
technical term. 

The term cleistogene (pl. cleistogenes) was 
coined many years ago by the late Agnes Chase 
and used to describe grass spikelets of cleisto- 
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gamous flowers which remain enclosed in the 
leaf-sheath either above or below ground. The 
term has been used by some workers on the 
Gramineae, but it scarcely qualifies as a tech- 
nical term in current use and I have never seen 
it used as a Latin word in a technical descript- 
ion. As a vernacular technical term it has the 
advantage that it can be used in most European 
languages with little of no change in spelling, 
but its use as a Latin word would need to take 
account of the exact meaning of its Greek roots 
and its translation would then not have the 
same meaning as the technical term. 

In these circumstances, the rejection of 
Cleistogenes Keng, which as a generic name 
is by definition (Principle V and Art. 20 of the 
Code) a Latin substantive in the singular num- 
ber, as a name coinciding with a technical 
term, constitutes an error in fact as well as an 
error in the application of the Code. It is noted 
in the preamble that the Code is to be used as 
an instrument aiming at nomenclatural stabil- 
ity. Certainly Cleistogenes coincides in spelling 

gamous flowers which remain enclosed in the 
leaf-sheath either above or below ground. The 
term has been used by some workers on the 
Gramineae, but it scarcely qualifies as a tech- 
nical term in current use and I have never seen 
it used as a Latin word in a technical descript- 
ion. As a vernacular technical term it has the 
advantage that it can be used in most European 
languages with little of no change in spelling, 
but its use as a Latin word would need to take 
account of the exact meaning of its Greek roots 
and its translation would then not have the 
same meaning as the technical term. 

In these circumstances, the rejection of 
Cleistogenes Keng, which as a generic name 
is by definition (Principle V and Art. 20 of the 
Code) a Latin substantive in the singular num- 
ber, as a name coinciding with a technical 
term, constitutes an error in fact as well as an 
error in the application of the Code. It is noted 
in the preamble that the Code is to be used as 
an instrument aiming at nomenclatural stabil- 
ity. Certainly Cleistogenes coincides in spelling 

291 291 

This content downloaded from 212.238.120.34 on Sat, 5 Apr 2014 08:16:32 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


with the plural of cleistogene, but here the 
similarity ends. 

It follows that Kengia Packer, Bot. Notis. 
113: 291 (1960), published as a substitute for 
Cleistogenes Keng, Sinensia 5: 147 (1934), is 
superfluous and illegitimate. Packer at the 
same time made twenty-one new combinations 
under Kengia; these also are useless, illegitim- 
ate synonyms. A. A. BULLOCK (Kew). 

EXECHINOCARPUS NOM. NOV. 

In 1857, Emmons instituted the generic 
name Echinocarpus for a Triassic fossil plant 
found "associated with the Calamites in a 
quarry of sandstone on the Haw River". How- 
ever, the generic name Echinocarpus had al- 
ready been used by Blume in 1825, for a mo- 
dem plant which he had placed under "Bixin- 
eae" and which is now included in the family 
Elaeocarpaceae. 

Evidently Echinocarpus Blume and Echino- 
carpus Emmons are homonyms which have 
been used in two different senses altogether. 
According to Art. 64 of the International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature the later homonym, 
i.e. Echinocarpus Emmons, must be rejected. 
To avoid further confusion it is necessary to 
provide a substitute name for Emmons' fossil 
genus. It is, therefore, suggested that the fossil 
specimen described by Emmons as Echinocar- 
pus should henceforth be referred to as Exechi- 
nocarpus nom. nov. 

It is implied here that the original description 
of the fossil remains the same as given by 
Emmons in 1857. 

I sincerely thank Dr. R. N. Lakhanpal for 
making available to me the original descriptions 
of Echinocarpus by Blume and Emmons and 
for going through the communication critical- 
ly. References 
BLUME, C. L. 1825 - Biidragen tot de Flora 

van Nederlandsch Indie 1: 56. 
EMMONS, E. 1857 - American geology, con- 

taining a statement of the principles of the 
science with full illustrations of the charac- 
teristic American fossils 6: 111. 

LANJOUW, J. et al. 1961. - International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature, Utrecht. 

R. DAYAL (Lucknow) 
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