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the wide distribution, the great number of 
species involved, and the distinct con- 
venience of perpetuating current usage as 
Microtropis Wall. has been accepted in all 
handbooks and monographs for over a cen- 
tury. The alternative is the creation of at 
least 65 new combinations and accept 
Microtropia Rchb. 

The official proposal is worded as follows: 

Nom. gen. cons. prop. 
Microtropis Wall. ex Meisn., P1. Vasc. Gen. 

68. 1837. 
Lectotypus: M. discolor (Wall. in Roxb.) 

Wall. ex Arn. 

Nom. gen. rejic. prop. 
Microtropis E. Mey., Comm. P1. Afric. Austr. 

65. 1836. 
T.: M. hirsuta (Thunb.) E. Mey., 1.c. 
Proposed by: R. C. BAKHUIZEN :VAN DEN 

BRINK JR; DING Hou; C. G. G. J. VAN STEENIS. 

(97) Proposal to conserve 6362 Butyro- 
spermum Kotschy against Vitellaria Gaertn. 
f. (Sapotaceae). 

Butyrospermum Kotschy in Sitzb. Akad. 
Wiss. Wien, Math.-Natur. Cl., 50(1): 357 
(1865), noan. cons. prop. 

Typus: B. parkii (G. Don) Kotschy 1.c. 359, 
t. 2 (1865). 

Bassia parkii G. Don, Card. Dict. 4: 36 
(1838). 

The shea butter tree or karit6 is widely 
distributed in savanna regions from Senegal 
to Uganda and it is an important oil-produc- 
ing tree. Only one species is now recognised 
in the genus Butyrospermum, with sub- 
species parkii occurring in West Africa and 
subspecies nilotica in the Sudan-Uganda area 
(Hemsley in Kew Bull. 15: 287-291 (1961)). 
Thus the name Butyrospermum is extensively 
used in botanical and agricultural literature. 
Some examples of these references are: 

Benth. & Hook., Gen. P1. 2: 661 (1866) 
Kotschy, Pl. Tinn. 20, t. 8 B (1867) 
Kotschy, P1. Knobl. t. 1 & 2 (18..) 
Oliver in Trans. Linn. Soc. 29: 104, t. 73 

(1875) 
Baker in Oliver, Fl. Trop. Afr. 3: 504 

(1877) 
Engler, Pflanzenfam. 4, 1: 139, fig. 74 

(1890) 
Engler, Monogr. Afr. Pfl. 8: 22 (1904) 

Pob6guin, Ess. Fl. Guin. frang. 38, 114 
(1906) 

Chevalier in V'g. ut. Afr. trop. frang. 2: 
27, fig. 1, 2 (1907) 

Houard in Henry, Mat. Prem. Afric. 1: 
401-460 (1918) 

Chevalier, Explor. Bot. Afr. Occ. frang. 
388 (1920) 

Holland, Usef. P1. Nig. 3: 410 (1915) 
Lely, Usef. Trees N. Nig. 30 (1925) 
Irvine, P1. Gold Coast 68 (1930) 
Hutchinson & Dalziel, Fl. W. Trop. Afr. 

2: 8 (1931) 
Hutchinson, Fam. Fl. Pl., ed. 2, 1: 350 

(1959) 
Dalziel, Usef. P1. W. Trop. Afr. 350-354 

(1936) 
Kennedy, For. Fl. S. Nig. 193 (1936) 
Chevalier in Rev. Bot. Appliq. 23: 100-120 

(1943) 
Irvine, WV. Afr. Agric. 200-5 (1944) 
Chevalier in Rev. Bot. Appliq. 28: 241-256 

(1948) 
Aubr~ville, Fl. For. Soud.-Guin. 425 (1950) 
Eggling & Dale, Indig. Trees Uganda 388, 

fig. 78 (1952) 
Andrews, Fl. Pl. A.-E. Sud. 2: 373, fig. 

138 (1952) 
Berhaut, Fl. S6n. 134 (1954) 
Irvine in Lejeunia 16 [1952]: 38 (1955) 
Deighton, Vern. Bot. Voc. Sierra Leone 20 

(1957) 
Ryssen in Agron. Trop. 12: 143-172 (1957) 
Sillans, Savanes Afr. Cent. 349 (1958) 
Hemsley in Kew Bull. 15: 287-291 (1961) 
Irvine, Woody Pl. Ghana 587 (1961) 

Often the shea butter tree is an important 
member of the savanna flora and the name 
Butyrospermum occurs in numerous eco- 
logical papers and reports containing lists of 
species, for instance: 

Engler, Pflanzenw. Afr. 1, 2: 776 etc. 
(1910) 

Keay, Outline of Nigerian Vegetation 33 
(1953) 

Clayton in Journ. Ecol. 46: 234 (1958). 
Don based his description of Bassia parkii 

on the excellent plate published by Mungo 
Park in his "Travels" (1799) and the account 
on p. 26 and pp. 202-203. This plate, opposite 
p. 352, shows a leafy shoot and two aspects 
of the seed drawn from material which is 
still preserved in the British Museum. 

Vitellaria Gaertn. f., Fruct. 3: 131, t. 205 
(1 805). 

Typus: V. paradoxa Gaertn. f. I.c. (1805). 
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The description of V. paradoxa was based 
by the younger Gaertner only on a seed, 
which is still extant in Paris where it was 
recently seen by Dr. H. Heine. Pierre (in 
Bull. Soc. Linn. Paris 1: 578 (1886)) seems to 
have been the first to have used the name 
in preference to Butyrospermum since in 
course of a discussion on another sapotaceous 
genus he casually mentioned the name Vitel- 
laria with "Butyrospermum des auteurs" as 
its synonym. Baillon also uses the name 
Vitellaria in Histoire des Plantes 11: 288 
(1891) where he sets out the full synonymy. 
But subsequent authors have continued to 
use Butyrospermum parkii, sometimes with 
Vitellaria paradoxa inserted in synonymy, 
although by the rule of priority Vitellaria is 
the valid name. In Pflanzenfamilien 4, 1: 
139-141 (1890) Engler used (as have others 
from time to time) the name Vitellaria for a 
number of exclusively American species while 
at the same time maintaining Butyrospermum 
for the shea butter tree in Africa. By doing 
this he excluded the type species and his 
concept of Vitellaria cannot be that of 
Gaertner f. These American plants are now 
regarded as belonging to Lucuma, which in 
any case has the priority. 

Micadania is a name that appears in Robert 
Brown's Appendix to Denham & Clapperton's 
Travels 239 (1826) without a description and 
I regard it as a nomen nudum. But as it is 
there called the butter tree and in a full 
discussion thought to be possibly the same 
as Gaertner's Vitellaria paradoxa and Park's 
shea tree, this name need not further concern 
US. 

In conclusion, it might be pointed out that 
the argument frequently used by those 
against the principle of conservation that 
genera with few species should not be con- 
served, will find it difficult to take that view 
in the case of this economically important 
tree. It is clear that the adoption of the 
generic name Vitellaria for the shea butter 
tree in place of Butyrospermum would cause 
quite unnecessary confusion, irritation and 
numerous changes in literature, especially 
agricultural and ecological. The name Bu- 
tyrospermum should, therefore, be conserved. 
As a monotypic genus the generic name is 
more important than the specific epithet so 
that the necessary change in the latter is by 

far the lesser of two evils. Pending agree- 
ment on conservation the name Butyrosper- 
mum will be used in the revised edition of 
the Flora of West Tropical Africa and the 
new combination for inclusion in this work 
is now made: 

Butyrospermum paradoxum (Gaertn. f.) 
Hepper, comb. nov. 

Vitellaria paradoxa Gaertn. f., Fruct. 3: 
131, t. 205 (1805). 

There now remains the question of typi- 
fication of the subspecies. Gaertner does not 
indicate a country of origin for the seed 
which he describes as V. paradoxa and it is 
not possible to decide morphologically to 
which subspecies it belongs. There is a pos- 
sibility that it came from West Africa which 
was at that time being explored. However, 
I have no direct evidence and I propose to 
continue the use of the subspecific epithets 
that are in current use since complete type 
specimens are available and there is no 
doubt about their origin. In any case it 
would be unscientific to base ones argument 
as to the type species purely on the origin 
of a seed when the morphological characters 
by which the subspecies are separated are 
to be found in parts other than the seed. 
This will still leave open the type subspecies 
of B. paradoxum, but it will at least provide 
a name for both the subspecies at present 
recognised. It is a matter of opinion and for 
further research whether varieties can be 
recognised below the subspecies (cf. Hemsley 
in Kew Bull. 15: 290 (1961)). 

Butyrospermum paradoxum subsp. par- 
kii (G. Don) Hepper, comb. nov. 

Bassia parkii G. Don, Gard. Dict. 4: 36 
(1838). 

Type: W. Africa Mungo Park (BM). 

Butyrospermum paradoxum subsp. nilo- 
ticum (Kotschy) Hepper, comb. nov. 

B. niloticum Kotschy in Sitzb. Akad. Wiss. 
Wien, Math.-Natur. Cl., 50(1): 358 (1865). 

B. parkii (G. Don) Kotschy subsp. nilo- 
ticum (Kotschy) J. H. Hemsl. in Kew Bull. 
15: 290 (1961). 

Type: Sudan Republic Knoblecher 61 (W). 

Proposed by: F. N. HEPPER (Kew). 
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