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NEWS AND NOTES NEWS AND NOTES 
AMENDMENTS CONSTITUTION I.A.P.T. 

The following report was received on the 
proposed amendments to the constitution of 
the I.A.P.T. as put forward in the circular 
letter to the members dated 1 May 1969: 

Dear Dr. Stafleu: 

Herewith is the report of the scrutinizing 
committee to the secretary of the Inter- 
national Association for Plant Taxonomy as 
established in your letter of April 13, 1960, 
to members of the Executive Committee of 
the I.A.P.T. 

A total of 288 ballots were cast and the 
results may be tabulated as follows: 

In favor 276 
Opposed 6 
Ballots improperly marked 6 

It seems, therefore, that the amendments 
to Articles 6 and 9 of the Constitution of the 
I.A.P.T. are accepted by a large majority. 

However, several members pointed out that 
the proposed new wording of Article 9 is 
not entirely accurate since the Association 
cannot elect the immediate past president, 
who automatically succeeds to this office. 
Following the suggestion of several members, 
we would prefer that Article 9 be left as it 
is in Taxon 3: 251. 1954, as far as "e. a 
treasurer." At this point we would suggest 
the insertion of a new paragraph as follows: 
"The immediate past president shall be ex 
officio a member of the executive commit- 
tee." Please refer this report to the Secretary 
of the I.A.P.T. 

Your scrutinizing committee, 
A. C. SMITH, Chairman 
RICHARD S. COWAN, Secretary 
JOHN A. STEVENSON 
LoUIs 0. WILLIAMS 

Washington D.C. 7 September 1960. 

XEROX CERTAINLY DOES NOT 
CONSTITUTE EFFECTIVE 

PUBLICATION 

C. V. MORTON (Taxon 9: 192. 1960) has 
recently come to the conclusion that Ameri- 
can doctoral dissertations which are available 
from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, are effectively published under 
Article 29 of the current International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature (Paris Code). Dr. 
MORTON is incorrect in his conclusion. 
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PUBLICATION 
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can doctoral dissertations which are available 
from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, are effectively published under 
Article 29 of the current International Code 
of Botanical Nomenclature (Paris Code). Dr. 
MORTON is incorrect in his conclusion. 

Dr. MORTON stated (1) that "Some Univer- 
sity dissertations are now being microfilmed 
in lieu of publication, which is doubtless a 
practice primarily because of the present 
high cost of printing." While this may be 
true in the case of some American univer- 
sities, there are many that have never requir- 
ed that doctoral dissertations be published. 
The whole intent and purpose of University 
Microfilms is to make unpublished disserta- 
tions more available, not to publish them. 
The availability of a xerox copy of a disser- 
tation does not constitute effective publica- 
tion any more than does the availability of 
typescript copies in university libraries. 

Mr. MORTON wrote "This Xerox process 
involves enlarging microfilm and printing it 
by a sort of offset process on regular book 
paper; the whole is bound as a book. .... 
These Xerox reproductions are books in 
every sense of the word, and presumably 
they are as permanent as any sort of offset 
process would be." Dissertations in most 
American universities are typed on 100% 
rag paper and bound as a book and are apt 
to stand the test of time better than xerox 
reproductions. If xerox duplication constitutes 
publication, then why does not the mere 
binding of a typewritten manuscript? The 
answer is simply that Article 29 (2) does not 
allow it. A xerox copy is simply a mechanic- 
ally reproduced copy of a typescript, just as 
is a microfilm. 

It may be of interest to quote the follow- 
ing from the agreement between a doctoral 
candidate and University Microfilms: "This 
is an agreement between the author (a) and 
University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
providing for the publication by microfilm 
of the submitted manuscript (c) in partial 
fulfillment of requirements for the doctoral 
degree (b) and subject to the following 
conditions: .... One positive copy of each 
dissertation will be deposited in the Library 
of Congress, and will be listed in their Sub- 
ject and Author catalog. The author (a) is 
free to publish all or any'part of his manu- 
script (c) at any time by any method except 
in microfilm." It is quite clear that repro- 
ductions made by University Microfilms are 
microfilms or their equivalents. 

My doctoral dissertation is available from 
University Microfilms either on microfilm 
or xerox, but I most emphatically do not 
consider it published by either of these 
means. Although I have not communicated 
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with Drs. D. F. M. BROWN, R. L. HAUKE, 
and R. F. BLASDELL, I doubt very much that 
they would consider their respective disser- 
tations published simply because they are 
available in a xerox reproduction. 

The intent of Article 29 (2) is quite clear. 
Must we add the word xerox and the names 
of all the still uninvented methods of re- 
producing typescript mechanically to the 
word microfilm in this article? 

JOHN H. THOMAS, Stanford, California 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT 
TAXONOMISTS 

At the recent meeting of the American 
Society of Plant Taxonomists at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma the following officers were re- 
elected to serve one year terms: 

Dr. MILDRED MATHIAS (University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles) Chairman of the 
Council for 1961. 

Dr. C. RITCHIE BELL (University of North 
Carolina) Secretary for 1961. 
Dr. RICHARD W. POHL (Iowa State Uni- 

versity) Treasurer for 1961. 

Other appointments made by the Council 
are as follows: 

Dr. ROGERS MCVAUGH was reappointed as 
editor of Brittonia. 

Dr. ROLLA TRYON (Harvard University) and 
Miss ANNETTA CARTER (University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley) were appointed to serve 
four year terms on the editorial board of 
Brittonia. 

Dr. A. E. RADFORD (University of North 
Carolina) was appointed as the Society's 
representative on the editorial board of the 
American Journal of Botany. 

Dr. ROBERT THORNE (University of Iowa) 
was appointed as the American Society of 
Plant Taxonomists' representative to the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

Dr. REED ROLLINS (Harvard University) 
was appointed as the Society's representative 
to the American Institute of Biological 
Science. 

Dr. ROBERT ORNDUFF, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, received the Cooley Award 
for the best paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society. His paper was 
entitled "Hybridization between Lasthenia 
and Crockeria (Compositae): its taxonomic 
and evolutionary implications. 

with Drs. D. F. M. BROWN, R. L. HAUKE, 
and R. F. BLASDELL, I doubt very much that 
they would consider their respective disser- 
tations published simply because they are 
available in a xerox reproduction. 

The intent of Article 29 (2) is quite clear. 
Must we add the word xerox and the names 
of all the still uninvented methods of re- 
producing typescript mechanically to the 
word microfilm in this article? 

JOHN H. THOMAS, Stanford, California 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT 
TAXONOMISTS 

At the recent meeting of the American 
Society of Plant Taxonomists at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma the following officers were re- 
elected to serve one year terms: 

Dr. MILDRED MATHIAS (University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles) Chairman of the 
Council for 1961. 

Dr. C. RITCHIE BELL (University of North 
Carolina) Secretary for 1961. 
Dr. RICHARD W. POHL (Iowa State Uni- 

versity) Treasurer for 1961. 

Other appointments made by the Council 
are as follows: 

Dr. ROGERS MCVAUGH was reappointed as 
editor of Brittonia. 

Dr. ROLLA TRYON (Harvard University) and 
Miss ANNETTA CARTER (University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley) were appointed to serve 
four year terms on the editorial board of 
Brittonia. 

Dr. A. E. RADFORD (University of North 
Carolina) was appointed as the Society's 
representative on the editorial board of the 
American Journal of Botany. 

Dr. ROBERT THORNE (University of Iowa) 
was appointed as the American Society of 
Plant Taxonomists' representative to the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

Dr. REED ROLLINS (Harvard University) 
was appointed as the Society's representative 
to the American Institute of Biological 
Science. 

Dr. ROBERT ORNDUFF, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, received the Cooley Award 
for the best paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society. His paper was 
entitled "Hybridization between Lasthenia 
and Crockeria (Compositae): its taxonomic 
and evolutionary implications. 

with Drs. D. F. M. BROWN, R. L. HAUKE, 
and R. F. BLASDELL, I doubt very much that 
they would consider their respective disser- 
tations published simply because they are 
available in a xerox reproduction. 

The intent of Article 29 (2) is quite clear. 
Must we add the word xerox and the names 
of all the still uninvented methods of re- 
producing typescript mechanically to the 
word microfilm in this article? 

JOHN H. THOMAS, Stanford, California 

THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANT 
TAXONOMISTS 

At the recent meeting of the American 
Society of Plant Taxonomists at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma the following officers were re- 
elected to serve one year terms: 

Dr. MILDRED MATHIAS (University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles) Chairman of the 
Council for 1961. 

Dr. C. RITCHIE BELL (University of North 
Carolina) Secretary for 1961. 
Dr. RICHARD W. POHL (Iowa State Uni- 

versity) Treasurer for 1961. 

Other appointments made by the Council 
are as follows: 

Dr. ROGERS MCVAUGH was reappointed as 
editor of Brittonia. 

Dr. ROLLA TRYON (Harvard University) and 
Miss ANNETTA CARTER (University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley) were appointed to serve 
four year terms on the editorial board of 
Brittonia. 

Dr. A. E. RADFORD (University of North 
Carolina) was appointed as the Society's 
representative on the editorial board of the 
American Journal of Botany. 

Dr. ROBERT THORNE (University of Iowa) 
was appointed as the American Society of 
Plant Taxonomists' representative to the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

Dr. REED ROLLINS (Harvard University) 
was appointed as the Society's representative 
to the American Institute of Biological 
Science. 

Dr. ROBERT ORNDUFF, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, received the Cooley Award 
for the best paper presented at the annual 
meeting of the Society. His paper was 
entitled "Hybridization between Lasthenia 
and Crockeria (Compositae): its taxonomic 
and evolutionary implications. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A CARD FILE ON 
CURRENT, ACTIVE, TAXONOMIC 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 
Dr. RAYMOND C. JACKSON, of the Depart- 

ment of Botany, University of Kansas, Law- 
rence, Kansas, is establishing a card file on 
all research problems in the field of plant 
taxonomy that are currently and actively 
underway in North America. All botanists 
involved in taxonomic work are earnestly 
requested to support this project, which is 
under the sponsorship of the American 
Society of Plant Taxonomists, by sending to 
Dr. JACKSON information on your current 
research and the research of your students. 
Such information should identify the taxon 
or taxa under investigation, the primary 
trend or emphasis of the project (morpho- 
logical, ecological, cytological, etc.) and the 
name and address of the person or persons 
actually doing the research. If the project is 
being supported by N. S. F. or other funds 
this information might be included, as might 
any tentative schedule for completion of the 
project. 

The object of the file is to eliminate 
duplication of taxonomic effort and to foster 
cooperation between those who might be 
working on a common problem from different 
approaches. Please address your information, 
and inquiries, to Dr. JACKSON. 

REGNUM VEGETABILE 
New issues 

Vol. 18 Repertorium Plantarum Succulen- 
tarum no. IX, 1958, edited by G. D. ROWLEY 
(32 pp., June 1960). Free for all members 
(for 1960) of I.A.P.T. Others D.fl. 2.25. 

Vol. 19 World Report on Palaeobotany III. 
An international bibliography of palaeo- 
botanical Litterature published in 1957-1959, 
with additional entries for 1950-1956, an 
Index to all three World Reports (1950-1956), 
the fourth list of addresses of the palaeo- 
botanists of the world, a report on the 1959 
assembly of the I.O.P., and the present 
statutes of this Organization. Edited by 
EDOUARD BOUREAU, in collaboration with C. 
A. ARNOLD, I. C. COOKSON, K. R. SURANGE 
(198 pp., August 1960). 

Members of I.O.P. and institutional mem- 
bers of I.A.P.T. (for 1960): free. 

Regular personal Members of I.A.P.T. 
D.fl. 11.40 ($ 3.-, ? 1.1.-). 

Others: D.fl. 19.00. 
Note: The members of the I.A.P.T.-I.O.P. 

receive free copies of the World Reports but 
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