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Professor V. H. Heywood resigned as secre- 
tary and Dr. O. T. Solbrig was invited by the 
Executive Committee to join as secretary, ef- 
fective June 1963. Professor Heywood has been 
asked to assume the responsibilities of Honor- 
ary Editor. As soon as the Constitution is ap- 
proved by the membership, a call for the 
business meeting incorporating a ballot with 
the slate of officers proposed by the nominating 
committee and the members will be circulated. 
It is hoped that a new slate of officers might 
take over at the next Botanical Congress, as 
stated in the Constitution. 

O. T. SOLBRIG, Cambridge, Mass. 
A. L6VE, Montreal 

REMARKS ON PROPOSAL A - ART. 18 

Proposal A - Art. 18 (see Synopsis of Propo- 
sals, p. 24; Taxon 12: 286-288. 1963) sub- 
mitted by Dr. Buchheim reads: "Note 3 to 
read: "The following names sanctioned by long 
usage, are treated as exceptions to the rule; 
contrary to Art. 32(2) these 
names are validly published: 
Palmae.. ." (alternative wording: ... "are 
treated as validly publishe d"). 
(Spacing is mine.) 

In the argumentation given in the publica- 
tion cited above Buchheim refers to Art. 22 
of the Regles Intern. de la Nomenclature Bo- 
tanique, ed.1.1906 and ed.2.1912, Art. 22. 
This Article runs: "Toutefois les noms suivants, 
consacres par un long usage, font exception a 
la regle: Palmae, Gramineae, Cruciferae, Le- 
guminosae, Guttiferae, Umbelliferae, Labiatae, 
Compositae." 

Buchheim states: "That means that long 
before a special legislation for the conserva- 
tion of family names was inaugurated t he 
names of 8 families were al- 
ready actually conserve d." 
(Spacing is mine.) 

But let us see if this statement, which is the 
premise in Buchheim's argument leading to his 
proposal, is right. 

In Art. 22 cited above these names are listed 
explicitly as being an exception to the rule. 
To which rule? To the rule of Art. 21: "Les 
familles (familiae) sont d6signees par le nom 
d'un de leurs genres ou anciens noms generi- 
ques avec la desinance -aceae." 

Nowhere is it stated that these 8 family 
names (Palmae, ...) are to be considered a s 
being conserved family names, 
i.e., as names which must be retained. This 
would mean that the corresponding names of 
these families formed in the prescribed man- 

ner must be treated as nomina rejicienda. That 
was never intended by the provisions of Art. 22. 

Therefore, in order to avoid any misinter- 

pretation of the special status of these names, 
the following was incorporated in Art. 23, 
Rules ed.3.1935: "Botanists are authorized, 
however, to use as alternatives the appropriate 
names ending in -aceae." The number of family 
names not derived from generic names but ad- 
mitted and treated as exceptions to the rule are 

augmented by one: Papilionaceae. ("Those 
who regard the Papilionaceae as constituting 
an independent family may use that name al- 
though it is not formed in the prescribed man- 
ner.") 

It is very interesting to read the following 
para. in Art. 23: "To avoid disadvantageous 
changes in the nomenclature of families by the 
strict application of the rules and especially of 
the principle of priority, a list of names which 
must be retained as exceptions will be provided 
(Appendix II)"; i.e., a list of nomina familiarum 
conservanda. (That idea was realized in the 
Montreal Code, 1961, see Art. 14 and Appen- 
dix II.) 

There is a difference between the concept 
of family names which "are treated as excep- 
tions to the rule" and that of family names 
which "must be retained as exceptions" (nomi- 
na conservanda). 

Up to the Montreal Code, 1961, these 9 
family names (Palmae.. .) have never changed 
their special status ("are treated as exceptions 
to the rule"). But Buchheim states in his publi- 
cation (p. 287, para. 1) that in Art. 18 of 
the Montreal Code "the "conserved" 
n am e s together with their corresponding 
alternatives are listed." (Spacing is mine.) Ap- 
parently the phrase "the "conserved" names" 
refers to the 9 names mentioned above. In fact 
Buchheim states in para. 3, pag. 287: "When 
the list of conserved family names was set up 
by the Subcommittee for Family Names of 
course the nine family names 
not based on generic names and 
already declared conserved 
by special legislation were in- 
cluded." (Spacing is mine.) 

In this sentence the premise (see para. 3 and 
4 of my statements above) is included again 
and specified by the words "al read y 
declared conserved by special 
le g i sla t i o n." (Spacing is mine.) 

But where are these names "already declared 
conserved by special legislation"? As demon- 
strated above they never lost their original 
special status ("are treated as exceptions to the 
rule") up to the Montreal Code. 
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Unfortunately the 9 family names not based 
on generic names as well as the corresponding 
family names based on generic names are listed 
a; nomina familiarum conservanda in Appen- 
dix II of the Montreal Code. By this a curious 
situation was introduced into the Code: In the 
case of the families concerned t w o family 
names are conserved. As far as I know, "con- 
servation of names" in botanical nomenclature 
means that o n ly on e of two or more names 
"must be retained as exception". 

The procedure carried out for the 9 family 
names of changing their original special status, 
which is expressly retained in Art. 18, Note 3, 
Montreal Code, to the status of being conserved 
names in Appendix II is a curious one. 

These 9 familyv names not 
based on generic names should 
be removed from Appendix II. 
There should be added to each 
of the corresponding names 
based on generic names which 
are listed in Appendix II: "But 
see Art. 1 8, Note 3." By such a proce- 
dure the 9 family names not based on generic 
names will not conflict with Art. 11, para. 1 
nor with Art. 14, Note 3 (Montreal Code), since 
these names are explicitly "treated as excep- 
tions to the rule" in Art. 18, Note 3, i.e., in 
this place their original special status is re- 
tained. 

But I agree to Prop. A to Art. 32 (Buchheim 
1.c. p. 288) that item (2) should read: "have a 
form which complies with the provisions of 
Chapter III (but see Art. 18, notes 1, 2 a n d 
3)". If this proposal is accepted the names 
concerned will, for just the reason demon- 
strated above, never conflict with Art. 32. 

But we should avoid an addition to Art. 18, 
Note 3, resulting from arguments based on a 
premise which, in my opinion, does not prove 
to be right. G. M. SCHULZE, Berlin-Dahlem 

NATIONAL HERBARIUM OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES 

Mr. R. H. ANDERSON, formerly Director of 
the Royal Botanic Gardens and National Her- 
barium and Chief Botanist, retired on 11th 
March, 1964 after 43 years continuous service 
in the National Herbarium and, later, Botanic 
Gardens. 

Mr. K. MAIR has been appointed to succeed 
him as Director and Chief Botanist. 

NOTICES OF BOOKS 

Contributions to this column will be grate- 
fully received by Dr. K. U. Kramer, Botanical 

Museum, Lange Nieuwstraat 106, Utrecht, 
Netherlands. 

Flora of N.E. U.S.A. 
H. A. GLEASON & A. CRONQUIST: Manual of 

vascular plants of Northeastern United States 
and adjacent Canada. (A field manual conden- 
sed from The New Britton & Brown Illustrated 
Flora, with additions and corrections and a 
slight extension of area. li + 810 pp., not il- 
lustrated. Price 92 s.). Publ. by D. Van Nos- 
trand Co., Inc., Princeton, N.J., 1963. 

Flora of S.E. Washington 
H. ST. JOHN: Flora of southeastern Wash- 

ington and of adjacent Idaho; 3rd ed. (xxix + 
583 pp., 1 map, 11 figs.; with keys, descrip- 
tions, notes on ecology and distribution, and 
glossary. Includes all vascular plants. Price 
$ 6.95.). Publ. by Outdoor Pictures, Escondido, 
Calif., Dec. 31st, 1963. 

Tiburon Flora, California 

J. PERIALOSA: A flora of the Tiburon Pen- 
insula, Marin County, California. (Catalog of 
plants, with general introduction and photo- 
graphs.). Publ. in the Wasmann Journal of 
Biology 21 (1): 1-74, 1963. 

Flora of the Sonoran Desert 
F. SHREVE & I. L. WIGGINS: Vegetation and 

flora of the Sonoran Desert. (2 vols.; x + 1740 
pp., 27 maps, 37 plates. General introduction 
dealing with physiography, vegetation, and 
ecological features of characteristic species. 
Special part by the junior author, with keys to 
and extensive descriptions of all vascular plants 
known from the area. Covers most of Baja 
California and Sonora, and adjacent parts of 
the U.S. Price for both vols. $ 22.50.). Publ. 
by the Stanford University Press, Stanford, 
Calif., Feb. 20th, 1964. 

Flora of Romania 
Flora Republicii Populare Romilne, ed. by 

T. SAVULESCU. Vol. IX, ed. by E. I. NYRAiDY 
(1000 pp., 188 plates; Campanulaceae, Cucur- 
bitaceae, Compositae in pt.; appendix of new 
taxa. Price 59 lei.). Publ. by the Academy of 
the Romanian People's Republic, 1964. 

Flora Iranica 
Flora Iranica, ed. by K. H. RECHINGER. 

Araceae by H. RIEDL (8 pp., 2 plates; price 
6.S. 25.-); Convolvulaceae by K. H. RECHIN- 
GER (24 pp., 4 plates; price o.S. 67.-); Ephe- 
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