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NOMENCLATURAL PROPOSALS 
Rolla Tryon (Cambridge, Mass.) 

The term taxon should have a more adequate definition in the Code than that of 
"taxonomic group". The term is being used in a variety of ways and some of them, 
although they may be consistent with a taxonomic group, can lead to an incorrect 
interpretation of the Code and an incorrect nomenclature. In addition there are two 
specific matters in relation to the term that should be dealt with in the Code, although 
not necessarily in its definition. One is that taxa in different required ranks can, under 
no circumstances, be the same taxon. For example, in Arts. 32 and 36, the "previously 
and effectively published description (diagnosis)" must be of a taxon that is within the 
same required rank as the one to which the new name is being given. In order to insure 
this application, it is also necessary to make Art. 36 parallel to Art. 32 by adding the 
words "of it". The other matter is the concept of "new Taxon" as it is used in Arts. 36-39. 
In 1950 R. Ross (Taxon 7: 65-68) clearly and effectively discussed this concept but his 
proposal was not considered at the Montreal Congress. 

The following proposals are made in relation to the term taxon: 

Proposal 41. Art. 1, add the following after the first sentence: 
A taxon is a group (class) recognized as a unit of a taxonomic classification; it 

consists of two taxonomic elements: its definition and its members. The nomenclatural 
members of a taxon are taxa of the next-lowest required rank (Art. 3), if there are any, 
if not then they are individuals. 

Proposal 42. Art. 3, add the following after the second sentence: 
Each of these ranks denotes different taxa. 

Proposal 43. Art. 6, add the following paragraph after the fifth paragraph: 
A new taxon is one whose name has a different type than that of any previous valid 

name (see Arts. 36-39). 

Proposal 44. Art. 36, add the following at the end of the first sentence: 
... of it. 
Article 24 confuses the classification of a taxon with the name of a taxon. The in- 

clusion of several infraspecific names between a species name and the epithet of a form 
is a presentation of the full classification of the form. The name of the form should be 
the epithet and the term for its rank following the name of the species. This would bring 
Art. 24 into harmony with Arts. 21 and 23 where it is clear that a subgeneric epithet is 
not part of the name of a section and the name of a subdivision of a genus is not part 
of the name of a species. 

Proposal 45. Art. 24, delete the following words from the first sentence: 
... or infraspecific taxon of next higher rank... 
Art. 24, delete the paragraph beginning "It is permissible to cite.. ." and delete the 

example that follows. 
The following proposals in relation to superfluous names were originally made and 

discussed in Taxon 11: 116-120. 1962: 

Proposal 46. Article 7, Note 4, the second sentence to read: 
A name which was nomenclaturally superfluous when published (see Art. 63) is 

automatically typified by the type of the name which ought to have been adopted, or 
whose epithet ought to have been adopted, under the rules. 

Proposal 47. Article 7, Note 5, to become Note 6. 
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Proposal 48. Article 7, a new Note 5, to read: 
A new name formed from a previously published legitimate name or epithet (stat. nov., 

comb. nov.) is, in all circumstances, typified by the type of its basionym. 

Proposal 49. Article 63 to read: 
A name is illegitimate and must be rejected if it was nomenclaturally superfluous when 

published, i.e. if the taxon to which it was applied, as circumscribed by its author, in- 
cluded the type of a name and that name or its epithet ought to have been adopted under 
the rules. A taxon is considered to include the type of another name if its circumscription 
directly and unequivocally includes: a) the type, or an illustration of it, or a reference 
to an illustration of it, or b) a name, in a manner that does not exclude its type, or c) the 
original description of a name. Note: A new combination, published under circumstances 
identical to that of a superfluous name, is not illegitimate under this Article. When 
published it is incorrect but it may become correct later. 

Examples: a) The generic name Gymnogramma Desv. (Ges. Natur. Fr. Berl. Mag. 5: 304. 1811), 
is illegitimate, being a superfluous name for Gymnopteris Bernh. (Schrad. Jour. Bot. 1: 297. 
1799), the type-species of which, Acrostichum rufum L., Desvaux included in his genus. - The 
species name Pteris Killipii Maxon (Amer. Fern Jour. 23: 107. 1933), is illegitimate, being a super- 
fluous name for Pteris vestita Baker (Syn. Fil. 169. 1867), the holotype of which Maxon included 
in his specimen citations. b) The generic name Cainito Adans. (Fam. 2: 166. 1763) is illegitimate, 
being a superfluous name for Chnlsophyllum L. (Sp. P1. 192. 1753), which Adanson cited as a 
synonym. - Chrysophyllum sericeum Salisb. (Prod. 138. 1796), is illegitimate, being a superfluous 
name for C. cainito L. (Sp. P1. 192. 1753), which Salisbury cited as a synonym. c) The species 
name Linum gallicum L. (Sp. P1. ed. 2, 401. 1762) is illegitimate, being a superfluous name for 
Linum trigynum L. (Sp. P1. 279. 1753), the two names having the identical diagnosis. Note) The 
new combination Chloris radiata (L.) Sw. (Nov. Gen. Sp. Pl. 26. 1788), based on Agrostis radiata 
L. (Syst. Nat. ed. 10, 2: 873. 1759), is legitimate even though Swartz also cited the earlier 
Andropcgon fasciculatum L. (Sp. P1. 1047. 1753) as a synonym. It is the correct name, in the 
genus Chloris, for Agrostis radiata when Andropogon fasciculatum is treated as a different species 
as was done by Hackel (DC. Monogr. 6: 177. 1889). - The new combination Spiranthes tortilis 
(Sw.) Rich. (Mem. Mus. Hist. Nat. 4: 59. 1818), based on Neottia tortilis Sw. (K. Vet. Akad. Nye 
Handl. Stockh. 21: 226. 1800) which is a legitimate new name for Satyrium spirale Sw. (Prodr. 
118. 1788), is legitimate even though the earlier enithet spirale was then available in Spiranthes 
and even though Richard also cited Neottia quadridentata Willd. (Sp. Pl. 4: 73. 1805), a super- 
fluous name for Ophrys peruviana Aubl. (P1. Guiane 2: 816. 1775), as a synonym and the earliest 
epithet, peruviana, was also then available in Spiranthes. Spiranthes tortilis is now the correct 
name, in the genus Spiranthes, for Satyrium spirale whether that species is considered to be 
conspecific with Ophr!ys peruviana or not. 

A PROPOSAL ON THE NAMES OF ORDERS 

George F. Papenfuss (Berkeley, California) 

As stated in the Preamble to the Code of Botanical Nomenclature, the two primary 
aims of the Code are the fostering of a stable nomenclature and the avoidance of the 
useless creation of names. Unfortunately, however, Congresses at times take actions that 
have as their consequence the invalidation of previously accepted names (e.g. the arbi- 
tiary rejection of Necker's generic names by the Montreal Congress) or the sanctioning 
of instability (e.g. the exclusion of orders from the application of the principles of 
typification and priority by the Montreal Congress). 

The classification of lower plants is still in a state of flux and the establishment of new 
taxa, including orders, continues at a rapid pace. Prior to the Montreal Congress, the 
provision for suppressing superfluous names by the application of the principles of 

285 

This content downloaded from 212.238.120.211 on Thu, 27 Mar 2014 10:42:00 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	p.284
	p.285

	Issue Table of Contents
	Taxon, Vol. 12, No. 8 (Oct. - Nov., 1963), pp. 273-304
	Boris K. Schischkin, 1886 - 1963 [pp.273-276]
	Wendell Holmes Camp, 1905 - 1963 [pp.276-279]
	Nomenclature for Fossil Plants [pp.279-282]
	The Naming of Extraterrestrial Taxa [p.282]
	Extraterrestrial Taxa and Their Nomenclature [p.283]
	Nomenclatural Proposals [pp.284-285]
	A Proposal on the Names of Orders [pp.285-286]
	Notes on Family Names Not Based on Generic Names [pp.286-288]
	Towards a Consistent Treatment of Orthographic Variance [pp.289-290]
	Nomenclature Proposals Submitted to the Xth International Botanical Congress [pp.290-293]
	New Taxa and Combinations in West African Lentibulariaceae and Gentianaceae [pp.293-294]
	Some New Names and New Combinations Relevant to the Australian Flora [pp.295-297]
	News and Notes
	R. A. Blakelock (1915-1963) [pp.297-298]
	Poul Herring (1884-1963) [p.298]
	UNESCO Visiting Committee for Tropical Herbaria [pp.298-299]
	Classification: An Interdisciplinary Problem [p.299]
	Aarhus Botanical Institute [pp.299-300]
	Adanson Bicentennial: Adanson I [pp.300-301]
	Jane Colden [pp.301-302]
	Notices of Books [pp.302-303]
	Requests [p.303]

	Back Matter [p.304]



