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The proposals under Art. 14 may be placed 
into two classes: 

(1) In the first class are those made by 
specialists in the groups concerned who have 
a profound knowledge of the biologic (taxo- 
nomic) facts as applied to the Code provi- 
sions (cf. Preamble, of the Code). In addition 
there is no serious objection from other 
workers whose published results are affected. 
This class includes most of the proposals, 
and there is work of this kind to be done 
for a great many years. Any work thus 
accomplished will be applauded by all. 

(2) In the second class are proposals made 
by non-specialists in the groups concerned 
who have no profound knowledge of the 
biologic (taxonomic) facts as applied to the 
Code provisions. These concern attempts to 
conserve a particular name for sentimental 
reasons even when it will upset a stabilized 
Code-based nomenclature built up over a 

period of years, and would thus make necess- 

ary many unnecessary name changes, cause 
utter confusion, and sabotage the conscien- 
tious work of living specialists in the parti- 
cular groups concerned and who have a 

profound knowledge of the biologic (taxo- 
nomic) facts as applied to the Code provisions 
(cf. Preamble, of the Code). 

It is the latter class of cases, relatively 
few in number but very important from the 

standpoint of elementary justice, to which 
Note 7 would apply. It would automatically 
provide an impartial committee to consider 
such proposals and would thus tend to 
eliminate controversies, and would shield the 
officers from embarrassment. 

Proposed by: Hamilton P. Traub 
(Arcardia, Calif.). 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

The Division of Biological and Medical 
Sciences of the National Science Foundation 
announces that the next closing date for 

receipt of research proposals in the life 
sciences is January 15, 1958. Proposals re- 
ceived prior to that date will be reviewed 
at the Winter meetings of the Foundation's 
Advisory panels and disposition will be made 
approximately four months following the 
closing date. Proposals received after the 
January 15, 1958, closing date will be re- 
viewed following the Spring closing date of 
May 15, 1958. 

In addition to funds for the support of 
basic research in the life sciences, limited 
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In addition to funds for the support of 
basic research in the life sciences, limited 

funds will be available during the current 
fiscal year for the support of research 
facilities and programs at biological field 
stations. 

Inquiries should be addressed to National 
Science Foundation, Washington 25, D.C. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC 
PLANTS 

The International Commission for the 
Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants of the 
International Union of Biological Sciences 
held its inaugural meeting at Utrecht from 
21-23 November 1956. This Commission took 
over the sponsorship of the International 
Code for the Nomenclature of Cultivated 
Plants (ICNCP), a sponsorship formerly held 

by the International Horticultural Congress. 
The Commission consists of representatives 

from agriculture, forestry and horticulture 
and maintains close contact with the appro- 
priate international bodies in this field. 

Although the main task of the Commission 
is to redraft the I.C.N.C.P. so as to bring 
it into accordance with the requirements of 

agriculture and forestry, it discussed for some 
time the question of the stabilization of 

specific names of plants of great economic 

importance. The Commission agreed that it 
would be highly desirable to have a special 
committee, preferably working on the same 
level as the other special committees of the 
International Botanical Congress, that would 
be charged with the following duties: 

1. To take into consideration and to 

report on cases of name-changes (on the 

specific level) of plants of great economic 

importance. This task could be compared 
with that of the regular nomenclature com- 
mittees. By a detailed and thorough study 
of such cases, the erroneous changes could 
be avoided. Unavoidable changes would, on 

the other hand be more easily acceptable, 
when they come from such an authorized 

body. 
2. To consider the possibility of estab- 

lishing lists of names of plants of economic 

importance. Such lists could be studied by 
the appropriate authorities and might even- 

tually lead to the setting up of check-lists 
of what are considered to be the correct 
names of those plants under the Botanical 
Code. It is realized that the setting up of 
such lists will be practicable only in those 
cases where the number of species per type 
of crop is not too high (e.g. in forestry; 
cereals). 
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3. To recommend to the Special Com- 
mittee on Stabilization those legislative 
measures which the committee might think 
of use in attaining stabilization. 

The General Committee of Botanical 
Nomenclature has now decided to establish 
this special committee for the names of 
economic plants. 

It might be thought that the duties of this 
committee would overlap those of two al- 
ready existing ones. This is not the case: 

1. The Special committee on stabilization 
has been charged only to put proposals 
before the Montreal Botanical Congress to 
amend the Code so as to stabilize specific 
names of plants of great economic import- 
ance. Their members have not been asked 
to take on duties as outlined above. 

2. The Committee for Cultivated Plants 
is a legislative one and has not been estab- 
lished to study special cases, nor is it so 
composed that it would be able to draw up 
lists as mentioned above sub 2. 

On the recommendation of the Internation- 
al Commission for the Nomenclature of 
Cultivated Plants, the General Committee 
has asked the following persons to serve 
on this Special Committee. 

representing agriculture: 
Dr. P. S. HUDSON, Cambridge, Gr. Br. 
Dr. G. NILLSSON-LEISSNER, Stockholm. 
Dr. F. E. NIJDAM, Wageningen. 

representing forestry: 
Dr. E. L. LrrTLE Jr., Washington, D.C. 
Mr. J. D. MATTHEWS, Wrecclesham, Surrey. 

representing horticulture: 
Dr. B. K. BOOM, Wageningen. 
Dr. G. H. M. LAWRENCE, Ithaca, N.Y. 

representing "botany": 
Mr. J. S. L. GILMOUR, Cambridge, Gr. Br. 

(chairman). 
Dr. N. HYLANDER, Uppsala. 
Dr. F. A. STAFLEU, Utrecht (secretary). 

* * 

NOTICES OF BOOKS 

Contributions to this column will be 
gratefully received by Mr. K. U. KRAMER, 
Botanical Museum, Lange Nieuwstraat 106, 
Utrecht, Netherlands. 
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