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JUNE 1954 
Az nOR VOL. III No. 1 

TAXON 
Official News Bulletiii of the International Association for Plant Taxonomy, Edited and Published for I.A.P.T. 
hy the International Bureau for Plant Taxonomy and Nomenclature. 106 Lange Nieuwstraat. Utrecht. Netherlands 

PREFACE 

The present volume of "Avis prealables" constitutes the last phase in tle 

documentation of the nomlenclature proposals that are being submitted to the 

Nomenclature section of the Paris Congress. 

It contains a number of general considerations submitted by various botanists, 

of which it may be expected that they will form a valuable guide in the discussions 

that will lead to the final decisions. Further a number of proposals received after 

the issue of the "Recueil Synoptique", some official motions regarding "nomina 

conservanda" and finally the result of the preliminary mail-vote are included. 

The total number of votes vwas 315, but not one of the proposals got this 

maximum vote. The votes were accompanied by a fairly large collection of additional 

remarks for which I am very grateful, but to which I could not always answer by 
letter. I hope that my correspondents will understand this. 

The result of the preliminary vote deserves in my opinion a careful study. In 

many instances it will facilitate a decision, especially when the voters have clearly 

expressed their mind to retain the original text. However, in those cases where 

questions of fundamental importance are involved. I feel bound to warn against 
decisions that would rest on an undue confidence in the value of the preliminary 
vote. The proposal regarding the "nomina specifica rejicienda" and that concerning 
the so called "50-years rule" may serve as examples. It seems to me that such 

revolutionary changes should never be carried into effect on the authority of a 

simple majority. We should realize that the voters are but a group of more or less 

accidentially collected persons and that the opinion of a small majority can therefore 

not be regarded as illustrative of the general opinion. Now already we can see 

that there is a great deal of uneasiness among our colleagues with regard to the 

solution of these questions. It seems to me that in such cases a certain conservatism 

is indicated and that it will be wise to adhere to the old adagium "in dubio abstine". 

J. LANJOUW 
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