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EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL HORTICUUfURAL CONGRESS.
Vienna, September 19-25, 1927.

THE Eighth International Horticultural Congress was arranged
by the Horticultural Society of Austria, in Vienna, which thus
commemorated the centenary of its foundation. It was held under
the auspices of the Federal President, Dr. Michael Hainisch, and
under the presidency of several ]'ederal Ministers and the Mayor of
the city. Prof. Richard Wettstein was Chairman or the Committee,
and D~. Arthur Bretschneider the Secretary General. The Royal
Horticultural Society was repres.ented by Mr. F. J. Chittenden,
Director or Wisley, Mr. G. W. Leak, Member of Council, and Dr. A.
B. Rendle, the Society's Botanist; Mr. H. V. Taylor (Commissioner
or Horticulture) represented the British Government. The Meetings
of Congress took place in the University, where the' members were
welcomed by the Millister of Agriculture and Forestry and Prof.
Wettstein. The subject of the opening meeting was" International
Agreement on the Introduction of a uniform Horticultural Nomencla-
ture and precise Rules for the Naming of Novelties." Dr. V. Suringar
(Holland) referred to the difficulties attending the application of the
Rules of Botanical Nomenclature as codified at Vienna (1905) and
Brussels (1910), especially with regard to names of genera and
species which were used in varying senses in horticulture; he also
criticized the American" Standardized Plant Names" as unscientific,
and suggested the consideration of popular names in Esperanto. A
great need was the preparation of standard lists of species. The last
point was emphasized by Dr. Camillo Schneider, of Berlin, who
deplored the lack of horticultural monographs ([)nimportant groups of
plants. Dr. rfanaka (Japan) proposed that Latin names for horti-
cultural species should be valid, the word" Hort." followed by " ex "
being introduced before the name of the authority. Dr. Rendle
suggested that the rules f6r Horticultural Nomenclature drawn up
bv the Brussels International Congress in 1910 should form a basis
of discussion, and that the plan adopted by the botanists at Ithaca
in 1926 might with advantage be adopted by the horticulturists-
namely, the appointment of a commission to receive suggested emen-
dations and additions to these rules and prepare material for dis-
cussionat the next Congresswhich will meet in London in 1930 shortly
before the BQtanical Congress. Resolutions dealing with points of
special interest to~horticulture might then be passed on to the
botanists for consideration and, if deemed advisable, incorporation in
the Code of Botanical Rules. As an outcome or the discussion, an
international committee was appointed, which should summarize the
views of the different countries interested and report to the London
Congress in 1930. Similar committees were appointed to consider
other subjects raised at the Congress-namely, a scheme for a uniform
system of description or colour in flowers, certification or plants, £ruit-
growing research, interchange of plants between educational insti-
tutions, and others.
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The afternoons of the week were devoted to excursions, including
visits to the famous gardens and palace at Schonbrunn, the Botanic
Gardens (where among other objects the fine specimen of Ginkgo
was admired), the extensive gardens of Mr. Rothschild on the Rohe
Warte (whence fine views of the city, the Danube, and the Wiener-
Wald were obtained), various public gardens, and the health res0rt of
Baden. Pleasant social functions were supplied by an evening recep-
tion by the Minister of Agriculture, tea in the wonderful Rathhaus
RaIl with the Burgomaster, and a similar function with the Federal
President. Fortunately, the visit of the Congress to the beautiful
citv and its surroundings was favoured by fine summer weather for
mO'stof the week.--A. B. R.
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