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XIX INTERNATIONAL BOTANICAL 
CONGRESS

The International Botanical Congress (IBC, 23–29 July), 
authorized by the International Association of Botanical and Myco-
logical Societies (IABMS), is held every six years. It is the most 
highly attended conference on plant sciences in the world, and this 
conference probably had more attendees than any previous IBC. 
The XIX IBC, or IBC 2017, was held in Shenzhen, China and was 
organized by the Botanical Society of China (BSC) and the Shen-
zhen Municipal Government. The local botanical sponsor was the 
Fairy Lake Botanical Garden in Shenzhen. The meeting had a total 
attendance of 6850 scholars and students and 117 exhibitors. There 
were also hundreds of volunteers (reportedly 1700). The Congress 
was the largest one ever held: it had 5 Public Lectures by leading 
plant biologists, 12 Plenary Lectures, 34 Keynote Lectures, and 212 
General Symposia organized within six major themes. In addition, 
IBC attracted 49 satellite meetings/workshops, which were held in 

parallel to the IBC event and included council meetings (e.g., IAPT 
2017 Council Meeting) and special meetings of many botanical 
associations (Ge & Wen, 2017).

One of the reasons for the success of this meeting was the strong 
support from the Shenzhen Government in the form of reduced 
registration fees in general and extra support for students. In fact 
IBC 2017 gave out 526 travel awards of which 208 were given to 
graduate students. In addition, IAPT Travel Awards were given 
to 20 students and the Organizing Committee waived registration 
for the awardees. These initiatives proved to be very popular and 
greatly increased the number of young people who attended the IBC.

IAPT members were present and gave a strong showing in 
the invited talks as well as the symposia. There were too many to 
mention but a few should be acknowledged: Jun Wen was one of 
three Deputy Presidents of IBC 2017, served on the Organizing and 
Scientific Program Committees, was the IAPT IBC representative, 
and was an Invited Speaker. Sandra Knapp (Vice-President IAPT), 
in addition to being President of the Nomenclature Section of IBC 
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The entrance to the Shenzhen Convention & Exhibition Center (SCEC), Shenzhen, China, showing the beautiful green wall that was constructed for the 
meeting. There were several such walls and gardens in and around the SCEC. The symbol of the meeting was the Ginkgo leaf that adorned all walls and 
the shirts of the volunteers. [photo by V.A. Funk]
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2017, served on the Scientific Program Com-
mittee and was an Invited Speaker. Nicholas 
Turland, (IAPT Council Member) was 
Rapporteur-général of the Nomenclature 
Section and he and Knapp made several 
trips to Shenzhen to help with the organi-
zation of the Section meeting. De-Zhu Li 
was a Vice-President of the Nomenclature 
Section and along with Turland and Knapp 
worked hard to set up the Section meet-
ing, he also gave an Invited Talk. Other 
IAPT members that were Invited Speakers  
include: Peter Raven, Susanne Renner 
and Kevin Thiele. In addition, just about 
all of the incoming council members were 
presenting talks.

The meeting had many highlights some 
of my favorites included the following:

Nomenclature Section
Preceding the IBC was the weeklong Nomenclature Section 

overseen by the Bureau of Nomenclature (17–21 July; see separate 
PSW article). After five long days the attendees were able to take 
a day off and get ready for the IBC.

Shenzhen Declaration on Plant Sciences
The Shenzhen Declaration on Plant Sciences was presented 

on the first day of the meeting and was widely discussed all week. 
It was formally adopted at the Closing Ceremony. Prepared by the 
IBC Organizing Committee the document makes an important 
declaration from the Congress to the global botanical community 
and the general public connecting plant sciences and society. The 

declaration calls for actions and prioritization to connect the global 
community of plant scientists with the world’s changing societies, 
it also highlights the potential leading role that China may take on 
sustainable development of the green Earth. It was jointly published 
by the Journal of Systematics and Evolution (JSE), and Phytokeys 
(Shenzhen Declaration Drafting Committee, 2017). Because of its 
importance and our hope that it will be widely adopted by many 
scientific societies it is presented here to facilitate discussion among 
our members (see separate PSW article).

Fairy Lake Botanical Garden Tour
There were many opportunities to visit the Fairy Lake Botani-

cal Garden (546 ha) via free buses and it was well worth the trip. 
They have a stunning display of cycads, 
perhaps the best in the world, and the plants 
are organized in beautifully arranged small 
walled gardens where one can linger. It also 
has a small museum with some wonderful fos-
sil cycads. There is a Fossil Forest where fos-
sil trees from other parts of China have been 
returned to their upright position to create and 
eerie phantom forest. There were many other 
displays (e.g., Bamboo Garden) and it was a 
perfect place for botanists to explore.

Engler Medal in Gold
Awarded at the Closing Ceremony, 

the Engler Medal in Gold was presented to 
Professor De-Yuan Hong, a distinguished 
botanist and evolutionary biologist. Profes-
sor Hong is also an academician from the 
Institute of Botany, the Chinese Academy of 
Science (see separate PSW article).

One area of the Cycad Garden at Fairy Lake 
Botanical Garden in Shenzhen, China. [photo 
by V.A. Funk]

Part of the Fossil Trees Garden at Fairy Lake 
Botanical Garden in Shenzhen, China. [photo by 
V.A. Funk]
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Shenzhen International Award in Plant Sciences
At the Plenary Closing Ceremony Dr. Peter H. Raven, Presi-

dent Emeritus of the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, and Co-Honorary President of the IBC, was awarded the first 
Shenzhen International Award in Plant Sciences. This award—
newly established by the Botanical Society of China, the Botanical 
Society of Shenzhen, and Shenzhen Tech and Ecology and Environ-
ment Co., Ltd.—commemorates the IBC 2017 event in Shenzhen. 
The Shenzhen Tech and Ecology Foundation (funded by Shenzhen 
Tech and Ecology and Environment Co., Ltd.) provides financial 
support for the award. The Award recognizes scientists who have 
conducted breakthrough research in both basic and applied plant 
sciences and whose outstanding contributions have impacted our 
understanding of the plant kingdom. It will be awarded periodically.

The XIX IBC Resolutions
At the Closing Ceremony of the XIX IBC it is customary to 

read the proposed resolutions that have been submitted. The resolu-
tions were voted on by the attendees: all resolutions were passed 
unanimously. Note that Resolution 3 involves IAPT working with 
colleagues in China to set up a regional IAPT-China office probably 
at Fairy Lake Botanical Garden, Shenzhen.

Resolution 1 (Nomenclature): The XIX International Botani-
cal Congress in Shenzhen, China resolves that the decisions of its 
Nomenclature Section with respect to the International Code of 
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants, as well as the appoint-
ment of the Rapporteur-general, Secretary of the Fungal Nomencla-
ture Bureau, and officers and members of the Permanent Nomen-
clature Committees, made by that Section during its meetings 
from 17th to 21st of July, 2017, be accepted; noting with interest the 
mechanism for creating a framework for future registration of algal 
and plant names, provisions for improved clarity in the governance 
of the Code and the working of future Nomenclature Sections, and 
the sharing of governance of nomenclature by referring decisions 
on rules solely relating to fungi to International Mycological Con-
gresses.

Resolution 2 (Gender equity): The XIX International Botanical 
Congress in Shenzhen, China resolves to work actively for gender 

equity in the plant sciences: to facilitate equal opportunities for 
entry, participation and advancement in the field; to create environ-
ments where men and women work together with equal recogni-
tion; and where each person, regardless of gender, strives to create 
opportunities in an equitable way, avoiding both conscious and 
unconscious bias in decision-making processes.

Resolution 3 (IAPT-China Office): The XIX International 
Botanical Congress in Shenzhen, China resolves to foster interna-
tional cooperation between the International Association for Plant 
Taxonomy (IAPT) and the Chinese botanical community through 
the establishment of an IAPT-China office.

Resolution 4 (Shenzhen Declaration): The XIX International 
Botanical Congress in Shenzhen, China resolves to adopt the Shen-
zhen Declaration and its seven priorities for action as a framework 
for safeguarding plant diversity, enabling innovative international 
science, and creating new paths to a green, sustainable future for 
Earth, with plants and people in harmony.

Resolution 5 (IBC 2023): The XIX International Botanical 
Congress in Shenzhen, China resolves that the XX International 
Botanical Congress be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2023, under 
the auspices of Botanical Society of Brazil, which has provided to 
the International Association of Botanical and Mycological Societ-
ies (IABMS) Selection Committee all the necessary evidence of its 
ability to hold the congress there.
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Some of the over one thousand of students who served as volunteers lined up for a photo at the Closing Ceremony of the IBC, Shenzhen, China. [three 
photos by V.A. Funk merged into one by F. Stadler]

https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12284
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12283
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12283
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.86.20859
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.86.20859
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12284
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12283
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12283
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.86.20859
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.86.20859

