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TAXON 45 - FEBRUARY 1996 

PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE CODE 

Edited by Dan H. Nicolson (US) 

(01-02) Two proposals concerning confusingly similar epithets in the genitive case 

P. S. Green, W. T. Steam & R. K. Brummitt1 

(01) Add a new paragraph after and a new example to Art. 53, and delete part of 
Art. 60 Ex. 19 after the semi-colon. 

"53.7. When the final epithets of heterotypic names of species in the same genus, or 
of infraspecific taxa in the same species, are substantives in the genitive case and 
based on the same personal name, they are to be treated as homonyms if they differ 
only in the genitive termination of these epithets. 
"Ex. 17. Podlech & Kirchhoff (in Mitt. Bot. Staatssamml. Mtinchen 11: 432. 1974) 
named Astragalus "matthewsii" after a woman, Victoria A. Matthews, and this is to 
be corrected to A. matthewsiae Podlech & Kirchhoff. The latter is confusingly similar 
to, and to be treated as a later homonym of, A. matthewsii S. Watson (in Proc. Amer. 
Acad. Arts 18: 192. 1883). The correct name is A. victoriae Podlech & Kirchhoff (in 
Mitt. Bot. Staatssamml. Minchen 12: 375. 1976)." 

When personal names are Latinized, the stem of the latin word is the personal 
name itself, while its termination depends on gender, number and case. It follows, 
therefore, that the stems of epithets based on an identical personal name are unde- 
niably the same, even when the individuals with the same name being commem- 
orated are different people. Names in the same genus which have epithets based on 
the same stem plus a genitive termination may therefore be treated as homonyms. 
We may note that in the different but closely allied situation where one such epithet 
has been published with an incorrect termination, Art. 60.11 treats all such termina- 
tions as interchangeable, whether they be male or female, or singular or plural, and 
the names involved are mere variants of one name. 

We consider that in the case of the proposed example above, Podlech & Kirchhoff 
were right to publish a name with a new epithet, Astragalus victoriae, rather than 
allow the names A. matthewsiae and A. matthewsii to exist together in the genus 
Astragalus. Such pairs of names are indeed confusingly similar, particularly since 
most people, irrespective of their native tongue, would pronounce them in the same 
way, or either of them in either of two opposite ways. 

Up to and including the Sydney Code (1983), the Code gave no direct indication 
of whether such names, when heterotypic, should be treated as homonyms or not. 

1 The Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3AE, U.K. 
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However, many might have regarded the provision that when two names are so 
similar that they are likely to be confused they should be treated as homonyms (now 
Art. 53.3) as applicable in such cases. The report of the Special Committee on 
Orthography prior to the 1987 Berlin Congress considered the matter and discussed 
the case of Astragalus matthewsiae (see Taxon 35: 799. 1986). Their conclusion was, 
however, curiously ambivalent, because their proposal 188 (later Art. 73 Prop. N) 
dealt only with correctability of one name and not with homonymy or otherwise of 
two heterotypic names. The report commented that A. matthewsiae was not a ho- 
monym (of A. matthewsii) but was possibly a confusingly similarly spelled name. It 
was then stated that one half of the committee believed that matthewsiae was correct 
under the Code (i.e. that A. matthewsii and A. matthewsiae should not be treated as 
homonyms), and then, illogically, that the other half opposed Prop. 118 (which 
concerned correctability and not homonymy). The Rapporteurs' comments (in Taxon 
36: 246-247. 1987) did not refer at all to the question of homonymy, nor did the 
discussion at the Berlin Congress (in Englera 9: 187-188. 1989). Proposal N was 
accepted at the Congress, but its wording was irrelevant to the homonymy question. 
Nonetheless, in the Berlin Code (1988) a new Example was added (now Art. 60, Ex. 
19) which states that A. matthewsiae is not a later homonym of A. matthewsii. This 
was apparently inserted by the Editorial Committee despite half the Special Commit- 
tee apparently disagreeing, and without the matter having been voted on or even 
discussed at the Congress. We feel justified, therefore, in putting the question of 
homonymy to a vote of a Congress for the first time. 

(02) Modify Proposal 01 above by adding, after "in the genitive case" the words 
"and either both singular or both plural". 

While, in our opinion, it is very desirable that heterotypic names which differ only 
in the termination of a genitive epithet in the singular should be treated as hom- 

onyms, to avoid confusion, there might be doubt as to whether pairs of names 

involving one genitive singular and one genitive plural should be treated the same 
way. Such names would be less confusable in either the written or spoken form. 
Nonetheless, the stem is the same and only the termination differs. In the analogous 
situation of correction of a mis-spelling, Art. 60.11 treats these terminations as inter- 

changeable. Fiala (Lilacs: 48. 1988) proposed the name Syringa debelderi, but this 
has to be corrected to S. debelderorum since the author clearly stated that the plant 
was named after Robert and Jelena de Belder. By analogy with such epithets in the 

singular only, we would accept that if S. debelderi and S. debelderorum had been 

published as heterotypic names they should be treated as homonyms, but we recog- 
nize that others might disagree here while agreeing in the case of singular epithets. 
Plural genitive epithets are rather uncommon, and we know of no case where the 
question of homonymy with a singular epithet has ever arisen, but in case others 
consider this important we offer a let-out. 

142 


	Article Contents
	p. 141
	p. 142

	Issue Table of Contents
	Taxon, Vol. 45, No. 1 (Feb., 1996), pp. 1-192
	Front Matter [pp.  1 - 2]
	A Synopsis of Ipomoea (Convolvulaceae) in the Americas [pp.  3 - 38]
	Aneuploidy in the Centaureinae (Compositae): Is n = 7 the End of the Series? [pp.  39 - 42]
	Issue Dates of the First 83 Numbers of the Smithsonian Contributions to Botany [pp.  43 - 48]
	Symbioses in Herbaria: Recommendations for More Positive Interactions between Plant Systematists and Ecologists [pp.  49 - 58]
	Pollination, Adaptation and Speciation Models in the Cape Flora of South Africa [pp.  59 - 66]
	The Identity of Paeonia decomposita Hand.-Mazz. [pp.  67 - 69]
	Methods and Techniques
	Detrended Correspondence Analysis in the Ordination of Data for Phenetics and Cladistics [pp.  71 - 84]

	Points of View
	The Phylogenetic Paradigm of Comparative Biology: A Response to Hedberg [pp.  85 - 90]
	Reply to Neil Snow's "The Phylogenetic Paradigm of Comparative Biology" [pp.  91 - 92]
	Optimizing the Use of Herbarium Resources [pp.  93 - 94]
	On Phylogenies and Data Bases: Where Are the Data, or Are There Any? [pp.  95 - 98]

	Nomenclature
	Lectotypification of Names of Taxa Described by J. Thore [pp.  99 - 103]
	Some Notes on the Sectional Nomenclature of Geranium (Geraniaceae) [pp.  104 - 106]
	Typification of the Name Thismia fumida Ridl. (Burmanniaceae) [pp.  107 - 109]
	Lectotypification of Some Names in Jovibarba and Sempervivum (Crassulaceae) [pp.  111 - 116]
	Lectotypification of Four Names in Lobelia (Lobeliaceae) [pp.  117 - 120]

	Proposals to Conserve or Reject
	(1205) Proposal to Conserve the Name Navicula angulata E. J. Quekett (Pleurosigma angulatum (E. J. Quekett) W. Sm.) (Bacillariophyta) with a Conserved Type [pp.  121 - 122]
	(1206) Proposal to Conserve the Name Asteronema Delépine & Asensi (Phaeophyceae) against Asteronema Trevis. (Fungi) [pp.  123 - 124]
	(1207) Proposal to Conserve the Name Sarrameana tasmanica Vězda & Kantvilas against Lecanora solenospora Müll. Arg. (Lichenized Ascomycotina: Lecanorales) [pp.  125 - 126]
	(1208) Proposal to Reject the Name Dothidea grevilleae Lév. in Order to Maintain Phyllachora hakeae Henn. (Fungi) [p.  127]
	(1209) Proposal to Conserve the Name Elymus virginicus (Poaceae) with a Conserved Type [pp.  128 - 129]
	(1210) Proposal to Conserve the Name Wormia suffruticosa against Wormia subsessilis (Dilleniaceae) [p.  130]
	(1211) Proposal to Conserve the Name Rumex acetosa L. (Polygonaceae) with a Conserved Type [pp.  131 - 132]
	(1212) Proposal to Reject the Name Geum micropetalum Gasp. ex Ten. (Rosaceae), Eliminating a Possible Threat to G. heterocarpum Boiss. [pp.  133 - 134]
	(1213) Proposal to Conserve the Name Rhododendron lochiae F. Muell. (Ericaceae) with a Conserved Type [pp.  135 - 136]
	(1214) Proposal to Conserve the Name Macrosiphonia Müll. Arg. 1860 (Apocynaceae) against Macrosyphonia Duby 1844 (Primulaceae) [pp.  137 - 138]
	(1215) Proposal to Conserve the Name Cinchona dichotoma Ruiz & Pav. (Rubiaceae) with a Conserved Type [pp.  139 - 140]

	Proposals to Amend the Code
	(01-02) Two Proposals concerning Confusingly Similar Epithets in the Genitive Case [pp.  141 - 142]

	Herbaria and Institutions
	The Central Herbarium of the Botanical Institute, Academy of Sciences of the Republic Uzbekistan [pp.  143 - 144]

	News and Notes [pp.  145 - 146]
	Deaths
	David Daniels Keck (1903-1995) [pp.  147 - 150]
	Robert R. Smith (1934-1995) [p.  150]

	Reviews and Notices of Publications
	untitled [pp.  151 - 152]
	untitled [p.  152]
	untitled [pp.  152 - 153]
	untitled [p.  153]
	untitled [p.  154]
	untitled [pp.  154 - 155]
	untitled [pp.  155 - 156]
	untitled [pp.  156 - 157]
	Two Scrumptious Botanical Works on Madagascar [pp.  157 - 158]
	Three Excellent New Guidebooks for Especially Coastal Areas of the Pacific Northwest [pp.  159 - 161]
	Three Electronic Databases for Californian Vascular Plants [pp.  161 - 165]
	Notices [pp.  165 - 190]

	Back Matter [pp.  191 - 192]



