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Summary 

Kartesz, J. T. & Gandhi, K. N.: Varietal autonyms of nontypical subspecies - validly 
published combinations under today's Code. - Taxon 40: 308-310. 1991. - ISSN 
0040-0262. 

The status of varietal "autonyms" of nontypical subspecies, found in quadrinomials that 
were made prior to the 1972 (Seattle) Code, is discussed. They are considered as validly 
published trinomial combinations, subject to fulfilment of the requirements of the present 
Code, rather than as quadrinomial expressions of classification. For instance, Hitchcock in 
1964 proposed and accepted such varietal names intended as autonyms bur involuntarily 
validated by citation of the relevant basionyms. Later alleged validations of the same com- 
binations are nomenclaturally irrelevant. 

Although the term autonym (automatically established name) was first introduced at 
the Seattle Congress (Stafleu & al., 1972; Art. 26), the concept and its application can 
be traced through previous codes. Prior to the 1972 Code, numerous quadrinomials 
were proposed, many of which were automatically established varietal names of 
subspecies. At that time (e.g., Lanjouw & al., 1961; Art. 25-26), it was mandatory that 
an (autonymous) epithet could no longer be used if that of the next higher taxon was 
changed. Such automatically established names, which included the type of the next 
higher taxon, were to be cited without author. However, in the 1972 Code, this practice 
was modified, and it was ruled that all names in infraspecific ranks excepting 
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autonyms of species must have author citations. In our opinion, the current Code 
(Greuter & al., 1988) is rather vague regarding the validity of infrasubspecific names 
proposed as "autonyms" made prior to the 1972 (Seattle) Code. While checking 
Hitchcock's (in Hitchcock & Cronquist, 1964) quadrinomials, we found among them 
new varietal combinations that had allegedly been validated subsequent to their usage 
by Hitchcock. Neither did the authors of the alleged new combinations refer to Hitch- 
cock, nor did they mention the nomenclatural question. Hence, we decided to address 
this problem. 

Under Rumex salicifolius J. A. Weinm. subsp. triangulivalvis Danser, Hitchcock (in 
Hitchcock & Cronquist, 1964: 180) included four varieties as quadrinomials: R. 
salicifolius subsp. triangulivalvis var. triangulivalvis, R. salicifolius subsp. 
triangulivalvis var. angustivalvis "Danser", R. salicifolius subsp. triangulivalvis var. 
mexicanus (Meissner) C. Hitchc., and R. salicifolius subsp. triangulivalvis var. mon- 
tigenitus Jepson. Hitchcock neither cited an author name for var. triangulivalvis nor 
did he suggest it was a "stat. nov". He followed the same pattern for all such varietal 
quadrinomials, if they included the type of the subspecies, e.g., Eriogonum strictum 
Bentham subsp. proliferum (Torrey & A. Gray) Stokes var. proliferum (p. 132); Urtica 
dioica L. subsp. gracilis (Aiton) Selander var. gracilis (p. 93), etc. However, he cited the 
respective basionyms and details of their publication under the heading of the respec- 
tive species; e.g., for var. triangulivalvis, Hitchcock provided basionym details on p. 
179. 

Without reference to Hitchcock's treatment, the same (trinomial) combinations 
were again published, e.g., Eriogonum strictum var. proliferum (Torrey & A. Gray) Rev. 
in Phytologia 40: 467. 1978; Urtica dioica var. gracilis (Aiton) Taylor & MacBryde in 
Canad. J. Bot. 56: 190. 1978; and Rumex salicifolius var. triangulivalvis (Danser) 
Hickman in Madrofio 31: 252. 1984. 

With the above background, we discuss the authorship of quadrinomials by using 
Rumex salicifolius subsp. triangulivalvis var. triangulivalvis as an example. Whatever 
conclusion is made in this case must also apply to other, identical cases. 

We believe that the validity of Hitchcock's autonym as a trinomial combination can 
be tested by applying the present Art. 24.1, 26.2, 33.2, and 34.1. The 1972 (Seattle) 
Code referred to quadrinomials and other "polynomials" as combinations (Art. 6, 
Note 2; but see Art. 24). However, the 1978 (Leningrad) Code (Stafleu & al., 1978) con- 
sistently defined combinations as a generic name with only one or two epithets (Art. 
6.7). According to Art. 24.1, quadrinomials and the like express a classification, but 
they do not constitute combinations. The present Code does not define the name of a 
variety within a subspecies as a combination (Art. 6.7). Thus, the quadrinomial 
classification, R. salicifolius subsp. triangulivalvis var. triangulivalvis, comprises three 
combinations: R. salicifolius, R. salicifolius subsp. triangulivalvis and R. salicifolius 
var. triangulivalvis. 

Since var. triangulivalvis does not include the type of the name of the species to 
which it was assigned by Hitchcock (i.e., R. salicifolius), and since it is independent of 
subsp. triangulivalvis (Rec. 26A, Ex. 1 and Art. 34, Ex. 11; Greuter & al., 1988), var. 
triangulivalvis must have an author name and must be validly published in order to be 
taken into consideration for the purpose of priority. 

According to Art. 33.2, for any new combination published on or after 1 Jan 1953, 
the basionym must be clearly indicated and a full and direct reference be given to its 
author and place of valid publication with details. Hitchcock met these requirements 
for the new combination R. salicifolius var. triangulivalvis. 
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For those who might assert that Hitchcock's name was merely incidentally men- 
tioned (Voss & al., 1983; Art. 34.1 (c)) or that Hitchcock did not accept the new com- 
bination (Art. 34.1 (a)), we emphasize the following: First, Article 34.1 (c) (pertaining 
to incidentally mentioned names) was dropped from the 1988 (Berlin) Code. Second, 
we believe that Hitchcock's usage of the varietal name is an explicit indication of his 
acceptance of the name. We maintain that there is no evidence suggesting that Hit- 
chcock intended the name to be provisional. We conclude that Hitchcock's combina- 
tion Rumex salicifolius var. triangulivalvis was validly published. Acceptance of Hit- 
chcock as the author of the trinomials in this discussion, causes later identical com- 
binations made by Reveal, Taylor & MacBryde, and Hickman, quoted above, to be 
"isonyms" (Nicolson, 1975) and, thus, nomenclaturally irrelevant. 

To clarify the situation, we suggest that an example be added to the Code, citing 
Hitchcock's "autonyms" as cases of validly published trinomials, thus eliminating 
further errors and spurious new combinations in the future. 

This article is intended to focus on the nomenclatural issues pertaining to Hit- 
chcock's quadrinomial autonyms. For this reason, no discussion is made of the merits 
of other aspects of autonyms (e.g., autonyms not mentioned by original authors), 
since such issues are irrelevant here. 
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