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TAXON 33(1): 124-125. FEBRUARY 1984 

PROPOSALS TO REVISE ICBN 

(3, 4) New combinations in Rhamnaceae made necessary by the "Demoulin" rule with two proposals 
to stabilize botanical nomenclature. 

Summary 
Emendations to the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature approved by the Sydney Congress 

require at least two new combinations in Rhamnaceae which were unnecessary under the Leningrad 
code. Two proposals are offered, both designed to stabilize botanical nomenclature. 

As Reveal (1983: 292) ably reminds us, the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature was 
established to stabilize botanical nomenclature. For the last few decades we have been afflicted with 
only a few unnecessarily destabilizing changes in the Code. Such a change came with the retroactive 
rule that the publication of a new name of a subspecies, variety, subgenus, etc., automatically created 
a mandatorily recognized tautonymic counterpart (autonym) typified by the type of the name of the 
next most inclusive taxon. For over a decade the taxonomic community has adjusted to this superfluous 
rule, sought a new equilibrium and managed to reject much further gratuitous tinkering with the Code. 

However, the Sydney Congress conferred mandatory priority to the autonym over the name of 
equivalent rank that established it. The far-reaching destabilizing effects of this new rule are becoming 
apparent in the publication of new combinations. The proposers of this rule and the majority who 
voted affirmatively must have had benign intentions. Surely, however, it cannot be thought too peevish 
of me to point out that the new "Demoulin" rule is a wholly unnecessary modification and that its 
effects without exception run counter to the goal of stabilization. 

Two new combinations are now necessary in the Rhamnaceae: 

Colubrina asiatica (L.) Brongniart var. pubescens (Pitard) M. C. Johnston, comb. nov., based on C. 
pubescens Kurz, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 41 (pt. 2, Nat. Hist.): 301. 1872, and the autonymic var. 
pubescens established by C. p. var. subpubescens Pitard, Flore Gen. l'Indochine 1: 931. 1912. 

Rhamnus sphaerosperma Sw. var. polymorpha (Reissek) M. C. Johnston, comb. nov., based on Fran- 

gula polymorpha Reissek in Martius' Fl. Bras. I11: 91. 1861, and the autonymic var. polymorpha 
established by F. polymorpha var. pubescens Reissek, l.c. 

(3) Proposal to emend Article 57.3. 
Article 57.3 is emended to read: 

57.3 A name is treated as having priority over any autonym established by its publication. 
Ex. 7. The publication of Heracleum sibiricum L. (1753) subsp. lecokii (Godron & Gren.) Nyman 
(1879) automatically and simultaneously established H. sibiricum L. subsp. sibiricum. When H. si- 
biricum L. (1753) is treated as a subspecies of H. sphondylium L. (1753) the correct name is H. 
sphondylium L. subsp. lecokii (Godron & Gren.). 
Ex. 8. In the classification by Rollins and Shaw, Lesquerella lasiocarpa (Hooker ex A. Gray) S. Watson 
comprises two subspecies, L. lasiocarpa subsp. berlandieri (A. Gray) Rollins & E. Shaw (1972) and 
L. lasiocarpa subsp. lasiocarpa (the name of the latter was autonymic). Lesquerella lasiocarpa subsp. 
berlandieri comprises two varieties. The variety that includes the type of subspecies berlandieri is 
named L. lasiocarpa subsp. berlandieri var. hispida (S. Watson) Rollins & E. Shaw (1972) and not L. 
lasiocarpa subsp. berlandieri var. berlandieri, since the basionym Synthlipsis berlandieri var. hispida 
S. Watson (1882) is treated as having priority over the autonym S. berlandieri var. berlandieri that it 
established. 

We should return to the rules approved by previous congresses including the Twelfth International 
Botanical Congress at Leningrad, July 1975, to avoid the upheavals of the unnecessary and destabilizing 
Demoulin rule approved at Sydney. It is difficult to see any advantage to the Demoulin rule that 
outweighs the upheaval it creates. 
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(4) Proposal to emend Division III, Provision 1. 
Provision 1 is modified by addition of the following: Furthermore, after 1 January 1988, a modification 
to the Code will be considered a part of the Code only after its approval at two successive International 
Botanical Congresses. A modification approved by only one International Botanical Congress will be 
inserted in the subsequently published edition of the code within brackets in distinctive typography 
and clearly marked as "Provisional, to take effect only if subsequently approved at the next Inter- 
national Botanical Congress." 

The effect will be to stabilize botanical nomenclature by stabilizing the Code. Only if the Code is 
stable can nomenclature approach some degree of stability. This proposal provides a "cooling off' 
interval during which sober reflection and analysis of effects of proposed modifications can be carried 
out by both the proposers and by the committees on nomenclature. Taxonomists and other users of 
botanical nomenclature will be forewarned of mischief and havoc in sufficient time to organize for 
defeat of unnecessary destabilizing modifications. 

Literature Cited 
Reveal, James L. 1983. The Demoulin Rule and newly mandated combinations in Eriogonum 

(Polygonaceae). Taxon 32: 292-295. 

Proposed by: Marshall C. Johnston, Department of Botany and Plant Resources Center, The University 
of Texas, Austin, TX 78712, U.S.A. 

FEBRUARY 1984 125 


	Article Contents
	p.124
	p.125

	Issue Table of Contents
	Taxon, Vol. 33, No. 1 (Feb., 1984), pp. 1-168
	Front Matter
	Needle Flavonoid Variation in Abies balsamea and A. lasiocarpa from Western Canada [pp.1-12]
	Character Analysis in the Banisteriopsis campestris Complex (Malpighiaceae), Using Spatial Auto-Correlation [pp.13-25]
	The Role of Hypothesized Direction of Characters in the Estimation of Evolutionary History [pp.26-38]
	Darwin's Botany [pp.39-47]
	How Did They Die? [pp.48-52]
	Reinstatement of the Genus Mastocarpus Kützing (Rhodophyta) [pp.53-63]
	Nomenclature of the Subdivisions of the Lamiaceae [pp.64-72]
	Short Communications
	Comments on the Use of Microwave as a Method of Herbarium Insect Control: Possible Drawbacks [pp.73-74]
	Botanical Micropublishing [pp.74-76]

	Points of View
	The Optimistic in Pursuit of the Unrecognizable: A Note on the Origin of Angiosperms [pp.77-79]
	Misplaced Pessimism and Misguided Optimism: A Reply to Mabberley [pp.79-82]
	Amaryllis belladonna L. Further Comments on Lectotypification [pp.82-84]

	Nomenclature
	Salpingoeca ampulloides, nom. nov. (Chrysophyceae) [p.85]
	The Correct Name for the Type of Hypoglossum Kützing (Delesseriaceae, Rhodophyta) [pp.85-87]
	On the Nomenclature of Gottschea Nees ex Mont. 1843 (Schistochilaceae, Jungermanniales) [pp.87-93]
	Nomenclatural Notes on Asiatic Calamagrostis (Poaceae) [pp.94-95]
	The Identity of Andropogon nutans Linnaeus (Gramineae) [pp.95-97]
	Arbitrary Lectotypification of Generic Names: The Case of Philoxerus (Amaranthaceae) [pp.97-99]
	Notas de taxonomia y nomenclatura: Iberis candolleana Jordan, I. epirota Halácsy e I. carnosa Waldst. & Kit., non Willd. (Cruciferae) [pp.99-100]
	A Note on Triaenodendron, with new Combinations in Gleditsia (Caesalpiniaceae) [pp.100-101]
	Nomenclatural Notes on Pogostemon Desf. (Lamiaceae) [p.102]
	Documentation of Two Recent New Generic Names in the Rubiaceae [pp.102-105]
	Argyrovernonia and Paralychnophora: New Names in the Tribe Vernonieae (Asteraceae/Compositae) [pp.105-106]

	Proposals to Conserve or Reject
	(728) Proposal for the Conservation of the Generic Desmid Name Arthrodesmus Archer [pp.107-108]
	(729) Proposal to Conserve Nodulosphaeria and Its Type (Fungi: Loculoascomycetes) [p.109]
	(730) Proposal to Emend Cladonia Hill ex Browne, 1756, nom. cons., and Delete Cladona Adanson, 1763, nom. rej. (Ascomycetes: Lecanorales) [pp.109-112]
	(731) Proposal to Conserve Callicostella against Schizomitrium (Music, Hookeriaceae) [pp.112-113]
	(732) Proposal to Amend 465 Ficinia Schrader (1832) nom. cons. by Adding Hemichlaena nom. rej. (Cyperaceae) [p.114]
	(733) Proposal to Conserve 1648 Graphorkis (Orchidaceae) with a Conserved Type [pp.114-116]
	(734) Proposal to Conserve 3172 Diamorpha Nutt. (Crassulaceae) [pp.116-118]
	(735) Proposal to Amend 3876 Butea nom. cons. (Fabaceae) [pp.119-120]
	(736) Proposal to Conserve the Generic Name 5545 Buchenavia against Pamea (Combretaceae) [p.120]
	(737) Proposal to Conserve 6282 Jacquinia L. (Theophrastaceae) [pp.121-122]
	(738) Proposal to Conserve 8014 Carlowrightia against Cardiacanthus (Acanthaceae) [pp.122-123]

	Proposals to Revise ICBN
	(3, 4) New Combinations in Rhamnaceae Made Necessary by the "Demoulin" Rule with Two Proposals to Stabilize Botanical Nomenclature [pp.124-125]

	Chromosome Number Reports LXXXII [pp.126-134]
	Flora Neotropica News [pp.135-136]
	Bulletin of Pteridology. 3 [pp.137-142]
	Reviews and Announcements
	untitled [p.143]
	untitled [pp.143-145]
	[Notices] [p.146]
	untitled [p.147]
	[Notices] [pp.148-149]
	untitled [p.150]
	untitled [pp.150-151]
	untitled [p.151]
	untitled [pp.151-152]
	untitled [p.152]
	untitled [pp.152-153]
	untitled [pp.153-154]
	untitled [pp.154-156]
	untitled [p.156]
	untitled [p.157]
	untitled [pp.157-158]
	untitled [p.158]

	News and Notes [pp.159-167]
	Deaths
	Ethel Zoe Bailey [p.167]
	Hans Edmund Luther [p.167]
	Heikki Roivainen [pp.167-168]
	Michael Zohary [p.168]

	Back Matter



