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Under Mitracarpus villosus de Candolle cited "Sp. hirta Jacq. ic. rar. t. 308 et forte 
Linn." I presume that the latter phrase is to be understood as "and perhaps S. hirta 
Linnaeus (I762)." This is clearly a suggested possibility, paralleling the speculations of 
Swartz (179I) and, to my mind, cannot be interpreted as explicit exclusion of S. hirta 
Linnaeus (1762) under M. hirtus, nor specific inclusion of S. hirta Linnaeus (I762) under 
M. villosus. Yet, according to Verdcourt's last paragraph, Mr. Dandy and Dr. Steam 
"claim that de Candolle by his 'et forte Linn.' is expressly excluding the type of S. hirta 
from consideration under Mitracarpus hirtus..." 

For me, this seems a non sequitur and, with all respect, I must conclude that de Can- 
dolle did not explicitly exclude the type of S. hirta Linnaeus (1762) from M. hirtus, 
included by indirect reference from Swartz to Reichard. Hence, Mitracarpus hirtus (Lin- 
naeus) A. P. de Candolle is a new combination based on and including the type of 
Spermacoce hirta Linnaeus (1762), although the taxon to which de Candolle applied the 
name might be different. Surprisingly, according to Dr. Polhill's observations, the taxon 
to which de Candolle applied the name M. hirtus happens to be conspecific with Sperma- 
coce hirta Linnaeus (1762). 

I agree with and close with Verdcourt's (I975, p. 321) statement, "My own impressions 
have been that whatever misidentifications were made by Swartz and de Candolle [I 
would add Linnaeus, 1767] they are of no consequence nomenclaturally. When de Can- 
dolle made the combination Mitracarpus hirtus... he specifically referred to Swartz: 
Obs. 45 and there Swartz clearly cites Syst. Pi.: 291.3 where the Browne phrase is 
associated with the holotype of S. hirta L., 1762 is also cited. I therefore believe that de 
Candolle has transferred that epithet to Mitracarpus despite his intentions. I do not see 
that his tentative 'et forte Linn.' under M. villosus in any way invalidates this con- 
clusion." 
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two other Articles (59 and 72) where a similar problem arises. Even in Art. 33 the 
matter is dealt with unsatisfactorily since the example given under Note 2 does not in 
any way fit the circumstances which are the concern of Art. 33 (to be precise, par. 2 

starting "A new combination", and Note 2). Evidently what is required is an example 
of a new combination published after I Jan I953 and therefore which would be invalid 
under Art. 33, par. 2, if it were not for Note 2 (the combination Echinochloa muricata 
(Beauv.) Fernald was published in I915!). A suitable example is provided by Nicolson 
(the Alsophila kalbreyeri example in Taxon 24: 461-466. I975) and at my suggestion is 
being incorporated into the next edition of the Code, by the Editorial Committee. The 
E. muricata example does involve an important aspect of bibliographic errors of citation 
but is more appropriate to Art. 72 (see my proposal 2, below). 

In place of my withdrawn proposal I19 I now put forward a new note and example 
to be added to Art. 59. In this example there is a change of type from one based on an 
imperfect state to one based on a perfect state. 

PROPOSAL (5). Article 59: new Note and Example: Note. A combination which 
would otherwise be invalidated by this Article shall be treated as a bibliographic error 
and corrected accordingly. 
Example: Pucciniastrum polypodii (Pers.) Dietel (Hedwigia 38 beiblatt: 260. I899), syn. 
'Uredo polypodii (Pers.) DC.' (= Uredo linearis B. polypodii Persoon, Syn. Meth. Fung.: 
217. I80o), published with a description of the perfect state is considered not validly 
published as a new combination (since the type of the basionym does not bear the perfect 
state) but validly published as a new name of a new taxon which is cited as Pucciniastrum 
polypodii Dietel. The subsequent combination 'Hyalopsora polypodii (Pers.) Magn.' 
(Deutsch. Bot. Ges. 19: 582. I901) placed in a genus characterized by the perfect state 
would also be considered not validly published but under this Note is treated as a 
bibliographic error in citation and is corrected to H. polypodii (Dietel) Magn. even 
though the basionym and publication by Dietel were not cited by Magnus (see also 
Article 33, Note 2). 

The example which I gave in my proposal 120 relating to Art. 63 can no longer stand 
since I have discovered, much to my chagrin that the basionym in the example: Puccinia 
scillarum Baxter is a nomen nudum (the type exsiccatum was not available to me; hence I 
relied on what I thought was ample circumstantial evidence and competent authority). 
The proposal itself may still be a good one but it should probably lapse until a suitable 
example can be found to accompany it. 

Finally, the Echinochloa muricata example banished from Art. 33 may find a new 
home under Art. 72. Note that I have added to this example a comment in brackets 
clarifying the type; here the type remains the same, contrary to the situation in Proposal 
S. If the following proposal were accepted the existing example would become redundant 
and could be deleted. 

PROPOSAL (6). Article 72: addition to Note: The citation of the illegitimate name as 
basionym in subsequent combinations is treated as a bibliographic error and corrected 
accordingly. 
Example: The names Panicum muricatum Retz (I786) and P. muricatum Michx (1803) 
are homonyms. The later name is therefore illegitimate and its subsequent combination 
Setaria muricata (Michx) Beauvois (Ess. Agrost. 51: 170, I78. I812) would be illegitimate 
also but under the provisions of the first sentence of this Note is treated as a new name 
S. muricata Beauv., dating from I8I2 (but note that its type remains that of P. muricatum 
Michx, 1803). Similarly, the combination Echinochloa muricata (Michx) Fernald (Rhodora 
17: io6. I915) would be illegitimate but under the provisions of the second sentence of 
this Note is corrected to E. muricata (Beauv.) Fernald, even though the basionym and 
publication by Beauvois were not cited by Fernald. 

The assistance of D. H. Nicolson (US) and L. K. Weresub (DAOM) is acknowledged. 
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