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TAXON 24(5/6): 70I-704. NOVEMBER I975 

NETWS AND NOTES:* See also p. 568, 580, 592, 6oi, 602, 6I4, 628, 642, 

650, 657, 658. 

RESOLUTIONS ACCEPTED AT THE CLOSING PLENARY SESSION OF 
THE XII INTERNATIONAL BOTANICAL CONGRESS, Io JULY I975, 
IN LENINGRAD 

I. We, the members of the XIIth International Botanical Congress meeting in Leningrad, 
call upon all nations and their governments to give the highest priority to the production 
of food and its effective distribution and storage, consistent with the principles of 
conservation and the need to preserve the genetic diversity of the earth's flora and fauna, 
to the end that the world's people may be adequately supplied with food now and in the 
future; and we, the members of the Congress, pledge our individual cooperation in the 
scientific aspects of this endeavor. 
2. This Congress recognizing that all food for man is derived directly or indirectly from 
the plant world, 
-that the available food resources of the earth are insufficient to provide adequate 

nourishment for its rapidly expanding population, 
- that prudent land use must be based on rational ecological studies, which require 

adequate knowledge of the local flora, 
- that the flora of many countries is still imperfectly known, that taxonomic handbooks 

are often lacking, and that competent taxonomic botanists are too few to cope with 
the tasks and material facing them, 

- that a large number of plant species, some of which are yet undescribed or in- 
sufficiently known, are threatened by extinction through intensive land use and rapid 
technological change, and that many of these may be potentially useful for man, 

urges all governments, particularly those giving technical assistance to developing coun- 
tries, to strengthen the training of taxonomic botanists and research in taxonomic 
botany, so that as much as possible of the richness of our plant world can be explored, 
saved from extinction where threatened, and utilized for improvements in agriculture, 
forestry, and rational land use in general. 
3. This Congress, recognizing that in many parts of the world man's activities have 
caused: 

i. a substantial decrease in productive natural ecosystems, with an associated loss of 
non-renewable plant resources; 

2. the extinction or severe reduction in the numbers of many plant species; and 
3. an increase in the area of man-made wastelands, bearing in mind that as long as 

the world's population grows and life-styles change, these trends will continue, resulting 
in progressive degradation of the vegetational cover of the earth which could lead to in- 
stability in the biosphere and ultimately affect adversely man's capacity to produce food 
and other commodities essential for his existence. 

recommends that research be expanded throughout the world: 
i. on natural ecosystems and the changes brought about in them by the impact of man; 
2. on methods of protecting ecosystems from further degradation by man; 
3. on the problems of rehabilitating ecosystems that have already suffered damage 

where this is desirable in the interests of man's well-being. 
4. This Congress, emphasising the ultimate dependence of man on the plant world, noting 
the increasing speed with which species and ecosystems are still being destroyed by man, 

' Edited by R. S. Cowan, who welcomes items for inclusion in this column, to be sent 
to him at the Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C. 20560, U.S.A. 
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urges governments of all countries, particularly those situated in the tropics, to act 
rapidly and effectively: 

I. to conserve wild plants in every way possible by the establishment and maintenance 
of ecosystem reserves and national parks, by the development of botanic gardens and 
other plant resource centers and, 

2. to instigate and encourage the exploration of and research on the plant resources 
of the world, upon which future beneficial developments in agriculture, forestry, and 
other plant usage depend. 
5. This Congress, recognizing that only relatively few plant species are used by mankind, 
calls to the attention of all governments the importance of supporting new or expanded 
research that would enable man to exploit the productivity of additional plant species 
from all environments, for example desert and marine plants of potential economic 
importance which have hitherto been largely ignored. 
6. This Congress, aware of the serious threat to the continued survival of many plant 
species arising from more intensive land use and the expansion and development of 
agriculture and forestry in all continents, yet deeply conscious of the need to preserve as 
much as possible the genetic diversity of the plant kingdom for the future economic, 
cultural and aesthetic benefit of mankind, welcomes the setting up by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources of an International Threatened 
Plants Committee and pledges support for its work throughout the world. 
7. This Congress, mindful of the general lack of understanding on the part of the public 
of the natural laws governing our biosphere, urges those concerned with curriculum 
development in schools and universities throughout the world to extend and encourage 
the study of ecological principles and nature conservation. 
8. This Congress resolves that the decisions of the Nomenclature Section with respect to 
the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature as well as the appointments of the 
officers of the Nomenclature Committees made by that Section in its plenary meeting of 
July 4th, 1975 be accepted. 
9. This Congress, recognizing the possibility that there may be plants with constituents 
capable of inhibiting the growth of some kinds of cancer, and knowing that laboratories 
over the world are conducting a search for such plants, proposes the creation of an 
international committee to: 

i. coordinate the search for such plants so as to prevent duplication of effort; 
2. encourage development of standard sampling and testing methods; 
3. develop a systematic inventory of plants tested and the resulting data; and 
4. promote the exchange of information concerning clinical testing and/or chemical 

screening. 
io. This Congress, recognizing the world wide growth of interest in and research on plant 
anatomy would welcome the establishment by the International Union of Biological 
Sciences of an International Association of Plant Anatomists. 
I. This Congress, noting the increasing use and need of electronic data processing in 

storing and retrieving information contained in the plant taxonomic collections of the 
world, aware of the importance of this information to many disciplines of biology, 
knowing the complexity of the technology involved, yet anxious that this stored in- 
formation should be readily available internationally, recommends the setting up of a 
standing international commission to advise on, coordinate and monitor progress in the 
introduction and application of electronic data processing in plant taxonomic collections. 
12. This Congress urges botanists to make every effort to find and to improve plant 
species that will be helpful in protecting soils from erosion. 
I3. This Congress, recognizing that the wild relatives of cultivated plants are an 
important source of genetic diversity for the continuing improvement of agricultural 
crops, and that they should be carefully preserved for the future, endorses the steps 
already taken, or now proposed, to ensure the protection of wild species that are 
potential donors to the gene pools of plants useful to man, and urges governments to 
acknowledge the importance of this work and give it every possible support throughout 
the world. 
14. This Congress recommends the setting up of a working group within the framework 
of the International Union of Biological Sciences to coordinate the methods of 
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phenological research in the different countries of the world, and to promote the 
exchange of such information among scientists interested in the seasonal rhythms of 
plants. 
I5. This Congress, drawing attention to the importance of the history of botany to a 
comprehensive understanding of our science, suggests to administrators of botanical in- 
stitutions and organizers of future congresses that due emphasis be placed on this subject. 
i6. This Congress, recognizing the growth of research on remote sensing of vegetation, 
and noting the need to coordinate the work in this field, recommends the setting up 
within the framework of the International Union of Biological Sciences of a working 
group on remote sensing, the objectives of which would be to promote the exchange of 
information, to compile reviews of current research, and to discuss problems of the 
analysis and application of remote-sensing data. 
I7. This Congress, considering that the production of a comprehensive pan-arctic vascular 
plant flora is an urgent need, recommends the setting up of an international Committee 
to examine the feasibility of such a flora. 
18. This Congress, appreciating the admirable organization of the meetings and having 
enjoyed the great hospitality extended to its members, warmly thanks the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR, the City of Leningrad, the botanists of the USSR and the 
Organizing Committee for having made this Congress possible and for having so 
graciously and conspicuously served botany by bringing together so large a number of 
the botanists of the world to discuss so many aspects of their science in this beautiful city. 

ELECTIONS I.A.P.T. 

The members of the Scrutinizing Committee have the honor to submit the following 
report on the postal ballot for the election of a new Executive Committee and Council 
of the International Association for Plant Taxonomy: 

Total ballots received 
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F. Stafleu 
W. Greuter 
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J. Brenan 
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W. Greuter (278 + 403 - 57) 
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R. Pichi-Sermolli 
R. Rollins 
J. Brenan (448 + i) 
B. Peterson 

NOVEMBER 1975 

Elected 

Elected 

Elected 

Elected 

Elected 

Elected 
,, 
,, 

,, 

,, 

,, 

,, 

,, 

,, 

,, 
9f 

?? 

?) 

?) 

533 
34' 

I 

733 
I29 

421 
402 

I 

I 

823 
I 

812 

704 
624 
603 
599 
549 
47I 
458 
452 

449 
424 

703 

This content downloaded from 212.238.43.46 on Sun, 13 Apr 2014 09:48:14 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


G. Aymonin (303 + I30 - 14) 4I9 A. Takhtajan (367 + I - io6) 262 Not eligible 
E. Rouleau 416 S. Kozuharov 249 
R. Ross 383 E. Boureau (209 + I) 210 
B. Turner 328 E. Petit (209 + i) 210 

S. Greene (226 - 57) I69 Not eligible 
R. Cowan (229 - i68) 6i Not eligible 

When in the tabulation of votes for Members of Council, the candidate's name is 
followed by a series of numbers in parentheses, e.g. (423 + 341 - 60), the first number 
represents the total number of votes cast for that candidate as a Member of Council; the 
second number, which is to be added to the first, represents the number of votes 
transferred as per Art. 6 of the Constitution; the third number, which is subtracted from 
the sum of the first two, represents the number of invalid votes for the candidate, as 
explained below. 

In spite of the instructions on the ballot ("if you have voted for a person who is 
candidate for an office you should not vote for him again as a council member"), 26I 
persons voted in this way, i.e. twice for the same person. The Scrutinizing Committee 
interpreted this to mean that each voter voted first for the officers (President, Vice- 
President, etc.), and then for the Council Member, and subtracted those that duplicated 
votes for the same person for an officer on the same ballot. 

Participation by voters was worldwide, with at least 52 countries represented. As might 
have been expected because of the membership of the Society, the United States led in 
number of voters with 400. There were 31 voters from Latin America, 42 from Canada, 
20 from Africa, 38 from the Indonesian - Australian region, 26 from Asia, and the rest 
(except for a few unknowns) from Europe. 

Respectfully submitted, from Ann Arbor, 15 June I975 
W. R. ANDERSON, ROGERS MCVAUGH, E. G. Voss 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BOTANICAL GARDENS 

Council I975-198I 

President: N. LOTHIAN (Adelaide, Australia) 
Vice Presidents: H. S. IRWIN (New York, USA); K. FAEGRI (Bergen, Norway) 
Past-President: N. V. TSITSIN (Moscow, USSR) 
Secretary: D. M. HENDERSON (Edinburgh, U.K.) 
Councillors (new): F. BENCAT (Arboretum Mlzany, Czechoslovakia); T. ECKARDT (Berlin, 

BRD); J. HESLOP-HARRISON (Kew, U.K.); P. RAVEN (Missouri, USA); R. TAYLOR 
(Vancouver, Canada). 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF PLANT BIOSYSTEMATISTS 

At the Business Meeting of the International Organization of Plant Biosystematists, 
held in conjunction with the XII International Botanical Congress, Leningrad, the 
following were elected to the Executive Committee. 

President: D. H. VALENTINE, Birmingham, England 
Vice-President: W. F. GRANT, Montreal, Canada 
Past President: H. LEWIS, Los Angeles, California 
Secretary General: vacant. 
Members: A. STRID - Copenhagen, Denmark; J. G. PACKER - Edmonton, Canada; 

D. G. LLOYD - Christchurch, New Zealand; K. URBANSKA-WORYTKIEWIEZ, Zurich, 
Switzerland; Th. W. J. GADELLA - Bunnik, The Netherlands; I. FUKUDA - Tokyo, 
Japan; R. K. VICKERY, Jr. - Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A.; R. GORENFLOT - Orsay, 
France; S. I. KOZUHAROV - Sofia, Bulgaria. 
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