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NEWS AND NOTES 

EFFECTIVE PUBLICATION BY XEROX ? 

The present International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature (1956 edition, Art. 29) in- 
dicates that publication is not effective by 
the issue of microfilm, a ruling doubtless 
adopted in consideration of the lack of 
permanence in film and its inevitable ulti- 
mate deterioration. 

Some University dissertations are now being 
microfilmed in lieu of publication, which is 
doubtless a practice primarily because of the 
present high cost of printing. One such 
institution is the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. I recently wrote to the 
University asking about purchasing a micro- 
film of the dissertation "A monographic 
study of the fern genus Woodsia" by Donald 
F. M. Brown, and was informed that the 
microfilm is available ($ 5.05) but that a 
Xerox reproduction could be had for $ 16.80 
from University Microfilms, Inc., 313 North 
First Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan (a private 
firm, in spite of the name, with no connec- 
tion with the University of Michigan). 

I have ordered some Xerox reproductions 
in the past from University Microfilms [Van 
Alderwerelt van Rosenburgh's Malayan Ferns 
and Fer Allies, Supplement 1], and I have 
been pleased with the clear reproduction 
and low cost. This Xerox process involves 
enlarging microfilm and printing it by a sort 
of offset process on regular book paper; the 
whole is bound as a book. 

These Xerox reproductions are books in 
every sense of the word, and presumably 
they are as permanent as any sort of offset 
process would be. 

I conclude that Xerox reproduction in book 
form is effective publication under the Code, 
and therefore that Dr. Brown's Woodsia 
monograph is published. Of course, this 
immediately raises the question as to the 
date of publication. It would seem that the 
proper date would be the issuance of the 
first bound copy, but how is this to be 
det rmined? Very likely University Micro- 
films has the appropriate records, available 
on enquiry, and may even date the copies 
issued. As long as only a few firms are 
engaged in this work the problems are not 
insurmountable. But since this process is 
practical and cheap, it is bound to be adopted 
widely throughout the world, and the problem 
of dating is bound to be more difficult. 

There is no easy solution to this problem 

of dating, and perhaps no possible solution, 
as the volume of microfilms expands. Per- 
haps this portion of the Code will have to 
be revised to permit effective publication 
by microfilm, which can be dated, at least 
so far as University dissertations go. The 
growing volume of microfilm and the cheap- 
ness, as well as problems of space, indicate 
the microfilm as the publication of the future. 
It can be assumed that taxonomic works, 
at least, that are available in microfilm will 
be reproduced by Xerox in at least a few 
copies, as soon as this process is at all widely 
and easily available. Therefore, the problem 
of the gradual deterioration of the film will 
not be so important. I put this idea forth 
for discussion. 

Another possible and entirely practicable 
way to reproduce microfilm permanently is 
by means of microcards, which is perhaps 
even preferable to Xerox reproduction in 
some ways, or probably I should say for 
some purposes. Microcards are not good for 
discursive works intended to be read, but 
they are fine for technical systematic works 
that are only used occasionally - for a key, 
a citation, or a description. I recently bought 
a reproduction of Blume's "Enumeratio Plan- 
tarum Javae" (1828) from Micro Methods, 
Ltd., East Ardsley, Wakefield, Yorkshire, 
England. The whole book of 277 pages is 
reproduced on seven small cards, and most 
cheaply too. The space occupied is negligible, 
and the text is quite legible under a 10 x 
hand-lens. Another firm offering microcards 
is The Microcard Foundation, P.O. Box 2145, 
Madison 5, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 

The Xerox process and microcards also 
are mentioned in the latest number of Brit- 
tonia (vol. 12, no. 2, p. xxiv, April, 1960), 
but the question of valid publication by 
these means is not raised. 1) 

C. V. MORTON 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington 25, 

D.C. 

1) It might be mentioned that two other 
dissertations from the University of Michigan 
were being microfilmed during the spring of 
1960 and are probably now (June) available. 
They are: "A taxonomic monograph of the 
genus Equisetum, subgenus Hippochaete," 
by Richard L. Hauke, and "A monographic 
study of the fer genus Cystopteris," by 
Robert F. Blasdell. 
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