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outline has given place to a fuzziness 
which leaves a good deal to the 
imagination.' 

The reviewer could not have known that 
Dr. Hagerup's "fuzziness" was quite delibe- 
rate. 

While I marvelled over his home-made 
camera lucida, replete with series of revolving 
lenses that could achieve such astonishing 
results, someone unobtrusively spread a neat 
traycloth and in came plates of sandwiches, 
als and a special brew of tea. We were joined 
at refreshment by a youthful visiting botanist, 
Chew Wee Lek from Singapore; and what a 
jovial party it was, our host keeping up a 
barrage of animated and entertaining con- 
versation. 

We next embarked on a detailed tour of 
the Botanic Garden, including all the glass- 
houses. My camera clicked frequently. High- 
lights were the large section devoted to 
Danish indigenous flora, a fine 20-foot speci- 
men of Metasequoia, a vigorous group of 
much larger Ginkgo, the orchid house, cycad 
house, cactus collection and the true Crown- 
of-thorns plant (Poterium spinosum) which 
still flourishes in the neighbourhood of Gol- 
gotha, near Jerusalem. Dr. Hagerup proved 
to be remarkably well versed in biblical 
plantlore, having personally studied many 
traditional species in Israel and other parts 
of Asia Minor. 

He explained the pollination of Ling (Cal- 
luna) by microscopic thrips, and gave a prac- 
tical demonstration on the natural dispersal 
of Nuphar seeds by wading ducks. So the 
day sped on, entrancingly for me, and about 
4 p.m. my genial companion said apologetic- 
ally: "You poor fellow; how very weary you 
must be after all this walking and patient 
listening; I must let you escape now, but I 
have much enjoyed your company today." 
Thus, laden with reprints and gifts of seed, 
I parted from this exceptionally warm- 
hearted, friendly botanist - a great man in 
every sense of that word. Is it any wonder 
that such a day stands out as one of the most 
luminous occasions in memory? 

JAMES H. WILLIS 

EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL TAXA 
To those not yet familiar with the publica- 

tions by Claus and Nagy in Nature (192: 594. 
1961) the article in this issue of Taxon on 
extra-terrestrial taxa may come as somewhat 
of a surprise. Mr. R. Ross of the British 
Museum (Natural History) has been studying 

a specimen of one of the meteorites in which 
they reported "organized elements" resem- 
bling micro-fossils, and recently attended a 
conference of the New York Academy of 
Sciences at which they were discussed. We 
asked him for his opinion on the subject and 
he sent us the following: "Bodies resembling 
microfossils have been reported from four 
meteorites which have a matrix of minerals 
only stable at low temperatures and contain 
about 5 per cent of water-soluble matter, 
mostly magnesium sulphate, and 3-5 per cent 
of carbon, little of it elemental, some in com- 
plex molecules. We have investigated a 
specimen of one of these, Orgueil, examining 
crush preparations and separating into dif- 
ferent density fractions using cadmium 
borotungstate solutions, and have found a 
small number of bodies resembling micro- 
fossils. These were not present in the num- 
bers reported by Claus and Nagy. After Dr. 
Claus and I had examined each other's pre- 
parations it became clear that he had looked 
over much more material than we had and 
had found some bodies which, even more 
so than those we had found, looked to be of 
biological origin; some of these were em- 
bedded in the matrix in thin sections of the 
meteorite. Nevertheless there are many 
bodies which he would class as "organized 
elements" which we would not at present 
regard as likely to have a biological origin; 
this is the main reason for the discrepancy 
in numbers found. 

"The present position is this: it can be 
regarded as established that there were 
present in the meteorites when they fell a 
number of bodies which look like microfossils. 
All we know about them, however, is their 
appearance under the light microscope and 
the fact that they take up biological stains, 
i.e. are composed of carbon compounds. The 
complex carbon compounds present in the 
meteorite might have been formed by non- 
biological processes, and we do not know 
enough about the shapes they would take in 
the presence of magnesium sulphate solution. 
Accordingly, the structures found cannot be 
taken as proof of the existence of life on the 
parent body of the meteorite, but only as an 
indication strong enough to demand further 
investigation." 

A NEW BOTANICAL INSTITUTE 
The Botanical Institute of the Czechoslovak 

Academy of Sciences in Prague was estab- 
lished at the beginning of this year. It con- 
tinues the work of the former Geobotanical 
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