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140. Proposal for a better arrangement of 
Arts. PB. 1-PB. 6: (Former Article-number 
first) PB. 2 = PB. 1; PB. 1 = PB. 2 (amended 
in accordance with prop. 141); PB. 3 = PB. 3; 
PB. 6 = PB. 4; Art. 36, par. 1 = PB. 5 
(amended in accordance with prop. 142); PB. 
4 = PB. 6; PB. 5 = PB. 7 (amended in 
accordance with prop. 143); Rec. PB. 6A- 
PB. 6F = Rec. PB. 7A-PB. 7F. 

C o m m e n t s: Art. PB. 2 is the basic rule 
for the nomenclature of fossil plants; there- 
fore Appendix II should start with this 
Article. 

Arts. PB. 3, PB. 6 and Art. 36, par. 1 deal 
with conditions and dates of valid publica- 
tion; Arts. PB. 4 and PB. 5 deal with typi- 
fication. 

We are very much in favour of a reprint 
of Art. 36, par. 1 in this Appendix; this 
Article is really a special provision for fossil 

plants. 
141. Article PB. 1 (proposed PB. 2), first 

sentence, to read: "Since species, and con- 
sequently many of the higher taxa of fossil 
plants are usually based on specimens of 
detached organs ......" 

C o m m e n t s: Organ-genera and form- 

genera are not distinguished as taxa by the 
fact that the names of the species are based 
on specimens of detached organs, but on the 
fact that the species are based on specimens 
of detached organs. 

142. Article 36, par. 1 (and proposed Art. 
PB. 5) to read: "A name of a new taxon of 
fossil plants of specific or lower rank ......" 

C o m e n t s: This provision apparently 
refers only to the names of new taxa of fossil 
plants of the rank of species or below. It is 
impossible to give an illustration or figure 
for such taxa as genus, family, order, etc. 
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sentence, to read: "Since species, and con- 
sequently many of the higher taxa of fossil 
plants are usually based on specimens of 
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C o m m e n t s: Organ-genera and form- 

genera are not distinguished as taxa by the 
fact that the names of the species are based 
on specimens of detached organs, but on the 
fact that the species are based on specimens 
of detached organs. 
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(See Art. PB. 3 where for such cases no 
illustrations are required; see also Art. 36, 
par. 2 concerning Algae where there is a 
correspondent situation; here you will find 
the wording "of specific or lower rank". 

143. Article PB. 5 (proposed Art. PB. 7;, 
first sentence to read: "When diagnostic 
characters are altered or circumscription 
changed in taxa of fossil plants of specific 
or lower rank, the type ........ 

Comment: Specimens can be only 
types of taxa of the rank of species or below. 

144. To insert as first sentence of Rec. 
PB. 6A (proposed PB. 7A): "An author de- 

scribing a new genus of fossil plants should 
indicate whether it is a genus, organ-genus 
or form-genus. 

An author describing organ-genera ...... 
established. 

It is desirable ...... theca, etc.)." 
Comments: This addition would be 

advisable and very useful in order to avoid 
later doubts about the nature of the genus 
concerned. This proposal is based on a sug- 
gestion in a letter from Dr. W. Krutzsch, 
Berlin-Pankow. 

145. Article 7, Note 5 and Appendix IV, 
7. to read: "The typification of both organ- 
genera and form-genera based either on plant 
macrofossils or plant microfossils, of genera 
of imperfect fungi ......" 

C o m m e n t s: The present wording of 
Art. 7, Note 5 and App. IV, 7. looks as if 

"genera based on plant microfossils" belong 
to a category of genera different from form- 
and organ-genera. But German paleobotanists, 
e.g. Kriiusel, Potonie, Weyland, are of the 
opinion that plant microfossils may be as- 
signed either to form- or to organ-genera. 

(See Art. PB. 3 where for such cases no 
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An author describing organ-genera ...... 
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of imperfect fungi ......" 

C o m m e n t s: The present wording of 
Art. 7, Note 5 and App. IV, 7. looks as if 

"genera based on plant microfossils" belong 
to a category of genera different from form- 
and organ-genera. But German paleobotanists, 
e.g. Kriiusel, Potonie, Weyland, are of the 
opinion that plant microfossils may be as- 
signed either to form- or to organ-genera. 

XV. PROPOSALS BY LENNART HOLM (Uppsala) XV. PROPOSALS BY LENNART HOLM (Uppsala) 

145a. Article 11: In lines 6 and 9, delete 
the words "validly published". 

Commen t: A legitimate name is always 
validly published. 

146. Article 20: The following alteration 
is proposed: The name of a genus is a sub- 
stantive in the singular number, or a word 
treated as such. It may be taken ...... 
arbitrary manner. 

Comment: Names like Aa or Ifloga, 

145a. Article 11: In lines 6 and 9, delete 
the words "validly published". 

Commen t: A legitimate name is always 
validly published. 

146. Article 20: The following alteration 
is proposed: The name of a genus is a sub- 
stantive in the singular number, or a word 
treated as such. It may be taken ...... 
arbitrary manner. 

Comment: Names like Aa or Ifloga, 

which in themselves are only meaningless 
combinations of letters, hardly belong to any 
part of speech whatever. 

147. Article 32: In the first sentence, delete 
the words "recent plants". 

Comment: It is a curious fact that the 
present Code does not contain a general rule 
that even names of fossil plants must be 
accompanied by a description in order to be 
validly published. Art. 36 states indirectly, 
that this is required for names published on 
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147. Article 32: In the first sentence, delete 
the words "recent plants". 

Comment: It is a curious fact that the 
present Code does not contain a general rule 
that even names of fossil plants must be 
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or after 1 Jan. 1912. Art. PB. 3 does not make 

things better, for from it one gets the im- 

pression indeed that nomina generica nuda, 
published before 1 Jan. 1953, are validly 
published! 

1-48. Article 45: In the second paragraph, 
delete the words "published in legitimate 
combinations". 

C o m m e n t: The present wording seems 
irreconcilable with Art. 70, Note 3. 

or after 1 Jan. 1912. Art. PB. 3 does not make 

things better, for from it one gets the im- 

pression indeed that nomina generica nuda, 
published before 1 Jan. 1953, are validly 
published! 

1-48. Article 45: In the second paragraph, 
delete the words "published in legitimate 
combinations". 

C o m m e n t: The present wording seems 
irreconcilable with Art. 70, Note 3. 

149. Article 68: Add (5): When they coin- 
cide with names of taxa of higher rank. 

Example: Myxonlycetes Renault, Fl. Foss. 
Autun et Epinac 2: 422. 1896. 

Comment: Generic names like Algae 
or Rosaceae are certainly not desirable. 

150. Article 69: Delete Note 1. 

Comment: The Note does not seem 
reconcilable with Art. 70, Note 3. 

149. Article 68: Add (5): When they coin- 
cide with names of taxa of higher rank. 

Example: Myxonlycetes Renault, Fl. Foss. 
Autun et Epinac 2: 422. 1896. 

Comment: Generic names like Algae 
or Rosaceae are certainly not desirable. 

150. Article 69: Delete Note 1. 

Comment: The Note does not seem 
reconcilable with Art. 70, Note 3. 

XVI. NOMENCLATURE PROPOSALS BY BRITISH BOTANISTS XVI. NOMENCLATURE PROPOSALS BY BRITISH BOTANISTS 

The series of amendments to the Code 
proposed below have been discussed and 

generally approved at a series of informal 

meetings of British botanists before being 
submitted for publication by their authors. 
Those present at one or more of the meetings 
were: J. P. M. BRENAN; A. A. BULLOCK; J. E. 
DANDY; F. C. DEIGHTON; J. S. L. GILMOUR; 
I. C. HEDGE; A. C. HOYLE; C. E. HUBBARD; 

J. LEWIS; R. Ross; N. Y. SANDWITH; W. T. 
STEARN; E. F. WARBURG. 

They are not necessarily all in complete 
agreement with every detail of what is pro- 
posed, but no serious objections to any of it 
have been raised, except where noted. 

Those responsible for the individual pro- 
posals wish to record their thanks to their 
colleagues for their suggestions, which have 
led to many improvements. 

PRINCIPLES (A. A. BULLOCK) 

The wording of Principles III and V could 
be improved, and the following new versions 
are put forward: 

151. Principle no. III to read: "The correct 
name of a taxonomic group is determined 
by priority of publication." 

152. Principle no. V to read: "Scientific 
names of plants are treated as Latin even if 
they are taken wholly or partly from other 
languages or are without meaning." 

TYPIFICATION (A. A. BULLOCK and R. Ross). 

Chapter 2, Section 2 of the Code contains 
a number of anomalies and ambiguities and 
we have, by rearrangement, rewriting and 
additions, endeavoured to remove most of 
tliese. Article 7 has been extended to include 
Article 8, and Articles 9 and 10 have been 
reversed and largely rewritten. More com- 
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plete and, we think, more accurate definitions 
of terms have been incorporated in Article 7 
and the anomaly of the expression "neotype" 
has been removed because we consider it 
to be a somewhat useless concept entirely 
subject to taxonomic opinion. A new term 
"protologue" is introduced and is intended 
to include all the evidence adduced by the 
original author of a new name, whether it 
be in the form of description, -statement of 
distribution or other annotations, all of which 
must be taken into account in the selection 
of lectotypes. 

153. Article 7 refers to a particular element 
of a taxon which constitutes the type, but 
it is not defined. We therefore suggest the 
following addition: 

"It is the element or one of the elements 
upon which the description (and/or illustra- 
tion) giving the name valid publication (see 
Art. 32-45) is based." 

154. We regard Note 3 of Article 7 as 
inaccurate and ambiguous, and suggest that 
it should be rewritten as follows: 

"Note 3. If no holotype was indicated by 
the author who described a taxon, a lecto- 
type as a substitute for it may be designated. 
When a syntype or paratype exists the lecto- 
type must be chosen from one of these. If 
the holotype is lost or destroyed, an isotype, 
if such exists, must be chosen, or failing 
this, a paratype. 

"A lectotype (lectotypus) is either (a) a 
specimen or other element selected from the 
original material available to the describer 
of a taxon (whether cited in the protologue 
or not) up to the time of publication of the 
name concerned, when no holotype was 
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