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were seen bear no complete identifications 
written by Aublet. However, it will still be of 
importance to study the collections; all Aublet 
plants are of great interest for our knowledge 
of the Guiana flora. A study of the hand- 
writings may, moreover, reveal the presence 
of other interesting collections. It is therefore 
to be hoped that suitable accommodation 
will indeed be found so that the Tristan 

herbarium may be put at the disposal of 
present-day taxonomy. 

In conclusion the second author wishes to 
acknowledge gratefully the financial support 
given to him by the Centre National de la 
Recherche Scientifique on the suggestion of 
the Netherlands Organization of Pure Re- 
search (Z.W.O.). 

CAPITALIZATION OR DECAPITALIZATION 
ENCORE UNE FOIS! 

by 

NIcoLAs POLUNIN (Cambridge, Mass.) 

In Taxon 1 (7): 113. September 1952 there 
is published "a proposal for a decisive action 
one way or the other on the small but trouble- 
some question of whether or not any epithets 
of specific or lower rank are to be begun with 
initial capitals." The proposer concludes "It is 
recommended strongly that one or the other 
[alternative] be adopted as an article, not as a 
recommendation, in order that there may be 
a clear and definite settlement of the question 
involved." 

The present writer, and colleagues with 
whom he has conferred, doubts very much 
whether even designation as a rule would 
settle this most tiresome little question which 
has probably wasted more good, and often 
eminent, botanical breath and ink than any 
other, at least of such piffling proportions. 
It has been debated ad nauseam on numerous 
public occasions, including international con- 
gresses at which it has used up much valuab- 
le time and frayed many tempers, often with 
such heated harangueing and ademant ex- 
pressions of conviction and defiant intention 
on either side, that it seems quite clear that 
many individuals, including editors, will 
continue to do as they like in the matter. 
Even some who normally try to follow the 
rules (and recommendations) to the letter 
would, one feels unhappily confident, as a 
last resort outlaw themselves in this particular 
respect. And the living die-hards of whatever 
breed may be expected to have their progeny, 
though in ever decreasing numbers as the 
effect of a practicable recommendation be- 
comes more and more widely felt. 

This recommendation is the one voted in 
1950 at the Seventh International Botanical 
Congress at Stockholm, which the present 
writer understands is to have the wording of 

his proposal as earlier published indepen- 
dently *), namely that "All specific and trivial 
names or epithets should be written with a 
small initial letter, although writers especially 
desiring to use capital initial letters for par- 
ticular names or epithets may do so when 
these are directly derived from the nam~es 
of persons (whether actual or mythical), or 
are vernacular (or barbaric) names, or are 
previously published (including pre-Linnaean 
and invalid) unmodified generic names." This 
proposal was designed (a) to give recognition 
to the recent swing toward decapitalization 
for which there are many practical reasons 
as well as weighty arguments, (b) to clarify 
and add precision to the former wording 
which was ambiguous and did not mention 
some instances that were presumably meant 
to be included, while (c) allowing those who 
still wished to do so to capitalize specific and 
trivial epithets in certain specified categories. 
Such a compromise seemed the best way to 
get out of an awkward dilemma, and in the 
opinion of many has done so. Altogether it 
would seem unnecessary, and indeed highly 
undesirable, to reopen this sore subject yet 
again. 

The writer expresses his opinion not as an 
hereditary opponent to capitalization - in- 
deed he was brought up and long nurtured 
in the classical Oxford and Harvard traditions 
which strongly supported it - but as one 
who has suffered perennially, especially in 
editorial work, from the loss of time and 
patience in trying to maintain it, with fre- 
quent exasperation or even complete frustration 
on coming to a dead end where it seemed 

*) "Specific and trivial decapitalization": 
Bull. Torrey Bot. Club, 77: 214-221, 1950. 
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impossible to determine what to do in a par- 
ticular instance. Such an impasse may be 
reached in even the best of libraries, as for 
instance in determining whether a particular 
name is actually a vernacular one, and 
whether in a particular case a personal or 
(identical) place-name is involved; and indeed 
the writer would be inclined to advocate 

resumption of capitalization of place-names 
if he felt able to do so for personal ones. 
Most of the capitalization pros and cons, with 

examples and references to other opinions 
and treatments, are given in the paper already 
cited (of which reprints can be sent on 

request). 
As a recent, undignified instance of an 

attempt to settle this unworthy controversy, 
onze recalls the efforts of the Nomenclature 
Section of the Stockholm Congress. When 
the issue came up in due course *) it was 

fully debated and, if memory serves aright, 
the first of the seven published proposals, 
that "Specific and subspecific epithets should 
be written with a small initial letter", was 
carried by a substantial majority. But then 
after the end of the final session, when the 

presiding officer had pronounced the sittings 
closed until the next congress several years 
hence, and delegates and members were filing 
out, a rumpus was raised near the back of 
the hall and some loud shouts were heard 
for a fresh vote on, of all things, this issue 
of decapitalization! To the dismay of those 

*) "Synopsis of proposals concerning the 
International Rules of Botanical Nomencla- 
ture submitted to the Seventh International 
Botanical Congress - Stockholm 1950" pre- 
pared by J. Lanjouw, published for the Inter- 
national Commission of Taxonomy of the 
I.U.B.S. Utrecht: Oosthoek, pp. 206--8, 1950. 

accustomed to order and protocol, this was 
allowed after some wrangling, and following 
further heated debate a majority of those 

remaining voted for the compromise proposal 
(no. 6) *), which was to be emended as 
worded above. Although this happened to be 
the writer's own proposal, toward which he 
had spent much time and effort, he felt in 
honour bound at the time to speak and vote 
for the resolution previously passed by a 

proper representation of the Nomenclature 
Section at an official session, in condemnation 
of this unparliamentary procedure and at- 

tempted pressurization by a noisy minority. 
Now, however, he feels justified in returning 
to his earlier suggestion; and so his counter- 

proposal to that made in TAXON, if the 
matter has to be brought up again at the 

forthcoming Paris congress, would be for 

proper confirmation, by the Nomenclature 
Section at an official session, of his compro- 
mise recommendation already quoted above 
and now incorporated in the new edition of 
the International Rules of Botanical Nomen- 
clature. 

Two morals emerge from these considera- 
tions: the first is that, in future, no loophole 
should be allowed for vocal minorities to 

impose their will on voting sections by 
demanding votes 'out of hours'. The second, 
bearing in mind on one hand the heavy 
preliminaries and gruelling extra sessions of 
the N6menclature Section and Committees 
at Stockholm, and, on the other, the para- 
mount desirability of stability in the Rules, 
is that proposals for modification thereof 
should henceforth have to be seconded, before 

publication or at least before full consideration, 
by some recognized and responsible authority 

-.- 
such as a member of a sufficiently diverse 

panel of the I.A.P.T. 

TERCER SYMPOSIUM DE FARMACOBOTANICA 
AMERICANA 

La Habana, Cuba, Diciembre 1953 
Al finalizar el Segundo Symposium de 

Farmacobotinica Americana, que se celebr6 
en Lima auspiciado por la Universidad Mayor 
de San Marcos, con la colaboraci6n de la 
UNESCO, como una deferencia a Cuba, se 

sugiri6 que fuera La Habana la sede del 
tercero de estos eventos cientificos, a cuyo 
efecto se confi6 al Dr Antonio Ponce de Le6n 
que asistia representando a Cuba en este 
concurso, la misi6n de Ilevar a su pais tan 

grata sugerencia. 

Despubs de un cambio de impresiones con 
el senor Rector de la Universidad de la Ha- 
bana y otras distinguidas personalidades, con- 
voc6 el Dr Ponce de Le6n, a 

travys 
del 

Colegio Farmac6utico Nacional y de la Socie- 
dad Cubana de Botinica, a los farmaceuticos 

y botainicos cubanos para que, en asamblea 
soberana, decidieran sobre la mencionada 
invitaci6n. 

Los acuerdos tomados en esta asamblea 
pueden sintetizarse en la forma siguiente: 
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