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Propositions pour le Congres de Paris 

Proposal no. 39 

Proposal to conserve the generic name 
Nothofagus Blume (Fagaceae). 

Nothofagus Blume, Mus. Bot. Lugd.-Bat. 
1: 307. 1850, nom. conserv. prop. 

Size & Area: C. 40 species described from 
New Guinea, Australia, Tasmania, New Zea- 
land, Chile, and The Argentine. 

Fagaster Spach, Hist. Nat. Veg. Phan. 11: 
142. 1842, nom. re j i c. prop. 

Size & Area: Proposed for some S. Ameri- 
can species of Fagus; no binomials have 
been made. 

Calucechinus Hombron & Jacquinot, in 
Dumont d'Urville, Voy. Pol Sud & Ocean. 
(Astrolabe & Zelee) Bot. Atlas. (Dicot.; 
sphalm. Monoc.) fasc. 6, t. 6e. 1844, nom. 

rejic. prop. 
Size & Area: Monotypic; Calucechinus an- 

tarctica (G. Forst.) Hombr. & Jacq. = No- 

thofagus antarctica (G. Forst.) Oerst. from 
Chile & The Argentine. 

Calusparassus Hombron & Jacquinot, l.c. 
t. 6 :. 1844, nom. rejic. prop. 

Size & Area: Monotypic; Calusparassus 
forsteri (Hook.) Hombr. & Jacq. = Notho- 

fagus betuloides (Mirb.) Oerst. From Chile 
and The Argentine. 

Discussion of Fagaster. - Recently 
Dr R. C. Bakhuizen van den Brink Jr pointed 
my attention to the generic name Fagaster 
Spach, which has, as far as we can trace, 
neither been mentioned by any later author 
of Fagaceous papers nor been referred to by 
cyclopedic-standard works. It was described 
in the briefest possible way by Spach; itwas 
not specially marked by him as a new genus, 
but still opposed to Fagus by one (non- 
essential) character, which just saves it from 

being a nomen nudum. This makes it un- 

fortunately necessary to make a formal pro- 
posal to conserve Blume's widely accepted 
generic name Nothofagus for this important, 
rather large, arboreous genus, a name which 
has been in consistent use in botany and 

forestry for over a century. Taking up the 
entirely obsolete generic name Fagaster 
would manifestly upset the stability of no- 
menclature and involve about 40 new com- 
binations. 

Discu ssion of Calucechinus and 
Calusparassus. - For the validity of these 
two generic names the date of publication 

of fasc. 6 of the Atlas was of paramount im- 

portance, as in fasc. 8, plates 7-8, three ad- 
ditional specific names have been mentioned 
under these genera. All are provided with 
detail drawings. Plate 6 contains only one 
species of each genus, and under art. 50 of 
the Code both generic names would be 

legitimate. Mr W. T. Steam, of the British 
Museum, generously put the following es- 
sential data at my disposal: Jackson (J. Bot. 
26: 269-272. 1888) showed the atlas to be 

published in 13 fascicles between 1844 and 
1853. Plate 6 was issued with fasc. 6 and 

plates 7-8 with fasc. 8. A review (in Hooker's 
London J. Bot. 3: 128. 1844) establishes 

conclusively that fasc. 6 appeared in 1844 
before fasc. 8 which was reviewed later in 
the same journal (op. cit. 4: 28. 1845). Hence, 
both generic names Calucechinus and Calus- 

parassus take their publication as to the 
names of monotypic new genera from pl. 6 
(1844) and thus clearly antedate Nothofagus. 

Taking into consideration that both generic 
names have been reduced very soon after 

publication by Decaisne who wrote the text 

belonging to the atlas (1855), that further 

they have not been taken up later and have 
been out of use for over a century, and that 

finally nomenclature of the well known 

genus Nothofagus which has been in consis- 
tent use, would be considerably upset if re- 
placed by one of them, and would necessitate 
about 40 new combinations, it is considered 

urgent to conserve Nothofagus. 
Recommendation: To conserve 

Nothofagus Bl. over Fagaster Spach, Caluce- 
chinus Hombr. & Jacq., and Calusparassus 
Hombr. & Jacq. 

Proposed by: C. G. G. J. .van Steenis 
(Leiden). 

Proposal no. 40 
Insert the following new Article 

Article 78 bis 

Epithets of subdivisions of genera are il- 
legitimate and must be rejected when they 
are formed by attaching the prefix Eu- to 
the generic name, or to that of a higher sub- 
division of the genus. 

Examples. Baissea sect. Eubaissea K. 
Schum.; Bromus sect. Eubromus Godr. 

A r g u m e n t. Such names with the prefix 
Eu- are rejected for subgenera (Art. 32), and 
for subdivisions of species (Art. 35), if the 
taxa to which they are applied include the 
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type of the next higher taxon. There is still 
more reason for rejecting them if, as some- 
times happens, the taxa concerned do not 
include the type of the next higher taxon. 
The simplest procedure is to reject all such 
names for all subdivisions of genera, whether 
these include the type of the next higher 
taxon or not. There seems to be no reason 
for treating names of sections or other sub- 
divisions of genera beginning in Eu- differ- 
ently from those of subgenera beginning in 
Eu-. 

The above simplified version of Art. 78 
bis is designed to replace M. Pichon's pro- 
posed Art. 78 bis (1) and (2). Art. 78 bis (3) 
seems unnecessary: under the type-method, 
the name Baissea sect. Guerkea (K. Schum.) 
Stapf is a nomenclatural synonym of Guerkea 
K. Schum., and it cannot therefore be applied 
under the Code to a section not including 
the type-species of Guerkea. 

Proposed by: T. A. Sprague. 

Proposal no. 41 

Art. 81 

(1) Insert the words "in a new combi- 
nation" after "adopt" (line 4), and replace 
"or" (line 6) by "and". 

The third sentence will then read as 
follows: 

"When a new epithet is required, an 
author may, if he wishes, adopt in a new 
combination an epithet previously given to 
the taxon in an illegitimate combination, if 
there is no obstacle to its employment in the 
new position and sense; the epithet in the 
resultant combination is treated as new." 

(2) Delete the example of Sturtia gossy- 
pioides. 

Argument. The use of the word "or" 
(line 6) has led to misinterpretation of Art. 
81. The words "resultant combination" in- 
dicate clearly that the combination foreseen 
was a new one. An obstacle to the employ- 
ment of the epithet in this resultant com- 
bination might be either that the new com- 
bination is a later homonym or a tautonym, or 
that in the sense adopted (i.e. with the 
circumscription of the taxon) another epithet 
ought to have been adopted under the rules. 

The example of Sturtia gossypioides was 
not included in the Stockholm Synopsis, and 
its insertion under Art. 81 seems to have 
been due to a misunderstanding resulting 
from the unfortunate employment of the 
word "or" instead of "and" in line 6: under 
Art. 73 an illegitimate name, e.g. Gossypium 
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Sturtii, must be rejected; it cannot be legit- 
imized except by conservation. The purpose 
of the third sentence, of Art. 81 was to 
legitimize new combinations such as Calan- 
drinia polyandra Benth., in which the epithet 
polyandra had been previously used in an 

illegitimate combination, by the legal fiction 
of treating them as new names. 

Proposed by: T. A. Sprague. 

Proposal no. 42 

Recommendation 83F 

Magnifications referring to figures of 
vascular plants should be expressed on a 
linear basis. 

A r g u m e n t: In present circumstances 
there may be doubt as to whether magnifi- 
cations are based on linear or area measure- 
ments. It is simpler to calculate and to in- 

terpret magnifications on a linear basis and 
it is desirable to remove possible causes of 
misunderstanding. 

Proposed by: R. A. Dyer (Pretoria). 

Proposal no. 43 

Proposal for the conservation of the generic 
name E n n e a s t e m o n (Annonaceae): 
Enneastemon Exell in Jour. of Bot. 70, 
Suppl. 1: 209 (1932) v e r s u s: Clathrosper- 
mum Planch. ex Benth. et Hook. f. Gen. P1. 
1:29 (1862). 

Enneastemon Exell, Annonaceae. 

Adopted by: Robyns et Ghesquiere 
in Ann. Soc. Sci, Brux. 53 B: 162 (1933); 
Robyns et Ghesquiere in Bull. Mus. Hist. 
Nat. Par., Ser. 2, 6: 90 (1934); Ghesquiere 
in Rev. Zool. et Bot. Afr. 32: 141 (1939); 
Exell in Jour. of Bot. 72: 28 (1934); Exell 
in Jour. of Bot. 73, Suppl. Polypet. Addend.: 
6 (1935); Exell in Jour. of Bot. 73: 163 
(1937); Exell et Mendon9a in Consp. Fl. 

Angol. 1: 26 (1937); F. W. Andrews in Fl. 
P1. A.-E. Sudan 1: 4 (1950); Boutique in Fl. 

Congo Belge 2: 376 (1951); Keay in Kew 
Bull. 1953: 71 (1953). About 12 species in 

tropical Africa. 

Type species: Enneastemon angolen- 
sis Exell (1932) which is a synonym of En- 
neastemon seretii (De Wild.) Robyns et 

Ghesq. (1933), based on Popowia seretii De 
Wild. (1909). 

Clathrospermum Planch. ex Benth. et 
Hook. f., Annonaceae. 

Adopted by: Planchon in Trans. Linn. 
Soc. 23: 479 (1862); Oliver, Fl. Trop. Afr. 1: 
25 (1868); S. Moore in Joum. of Bot. 15: 65 



(1877); Prantl in Engl. et Prantl Nat. Pflan- 
zenfam. 3, 2: 29 (1891); Th. Durand et 
Schinz, Consp. Fl. Afr. 1, 2: 44 (1898). Five 
species in tropical Africa, 3 of which have 
binomials under Enneastemon; also a sixth 
species (C. mannii Oliv.) which is a Popowia. 

Type species: Clathrospermum vo- 
gelii (Hook. f.) Planch. (1862), based on 
Uvaria ? vogelii Hook. f. (1849). 

D i s c u s s i o n: Further material of the 
type species of Clathrospermum Planch. ex 
Benth. et Hook. f. shows that the petals are 
in a single series withl the outer three petals 
overlapping the inner three in the upper 
portions, exactly as in Enneastemon Exell. 
The original description and illustration of 
this species show the petals in two series, but 
this crucial part of the original diagnosis was 
based on a single flower, admitted by Hooker 
to be a poor specimen, which no longer 
exists. 
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Clathrospermum was included in Popowia 
Endl. by Engler et Diels (Monogr. Afr. An- 
nonac. 43 (1901)). When various species of 
Popowia were subsequently transferred into 
the new genus Enneastemon, the much earlier 
genus Clathrospermum was, presumably, dis- 
missed because the original description stated 
(incorrectly as we now know) that the petals 
were in two series. 

Enneastemon is therefore proposed for 
conservation a g a i n s t Clathrospermum in 
view of the facts that (1) Clathrospermum 
was incorrectly diagnosed on the basis of a 
single flower which no longer exists, (2) 
Clathrospermum has not been used for more 
than 50 years, (3) Enneastemon has been 
universally adopted in recent works including 
three Floras, and (4) to avoid at least 9 
specific transfers. 

Proposed by: R. W. J. Keay (Kew) 
and R. Boutique (Brussels). 
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Resolutions adopted by the London Horticultural Congress 
transmitted to 

The Paris Botanical Congress 

Resolutions adopted by the London Horticultural Congress 
transmitted to 

The Paris Botanical Congress 

The International Committee on Horticul- 
tural Nomenclature and Registration of the 
Thirteenth International Horticultural Con- 
gress, London 1952 published the following 
report (Gardeners' Chronicle III. 133: 27. 
Jan. 1953) on the promotion of stability in the 
botanical names of cultivated plants. 

The Committee has considered carefully 
the very important question of the avoidance 
of changes in the botanical names of widely 
cultivated plants. The Committee, while 
fully appreciating that, from time to time, 
name-changes due to revision of classification 
are inevitable if continued progress in taxon- 
omic botany is to be made, is strongly of the 
opinion that, in the general interest of all 
users of botanical names, changes due solely 
to the discovery of earlier names should be 
reduced to a minimum. 

The Committee has agreed unanimously 
that, while there were cogent objections to 
the principle of Nomina Specifica Conser- 
vanda, it is strongly in favour of the proposal 
for the introduction of Nomina Specifica 
Rejicienda put forward by the British mem- 
bers of the "Stockholm Committee" for Ur- 
gent Nomenclatural Needs and published in 
Taxon I no. 5 (1952). Very briefly, this 
proposal, in so far as it particularly affects 
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cultivated plants, provides for the rejection 
of earlier synonyms that would otherwise lead 
to namechanges in widely cultivated plants. 

The Committee is confident that the in- 
corporation of this proposal in the Inter- 
national Botanical Code would be of great 
benefit to users of plant names and hopes 
that the Congress will strongly support its 
adoption by the next Botanical Congress. At 
the same time, the Committee notes that 
there is no provision in this proposal for the 
rejection of earlier homonyms, the discovery 
of which would, as in the case of earlier 
synonyms, necessitate changes in well-known 
names. The Committee fully realizes that 
there are technical difficulties in inserting 
such a provision, but it strongly urges that 
an attempt be made by competent botanical 
authorities to frame a suitable proposal ac- 
ceptable to the next International Botanical 
Congress. 

The Committee accordingly put forward 
the following two Resolutions for adoption 
by the Congress and transmission to the next 
International Botanical Congress: 

Resolution III. The Thirteenth International 
Horticultural Congress is strongly of the 
opinion that the interest of increased stability 
in the nomenclature of cultivated plants 

179 

cultivated plants, provides for the rejection 
of earlier synonyms that would otherwise lead 
to namechanges in widely cultivated plants. 

The Committee is confident that the in- 
corporation of this proposal in the Inter- 
national Botanical Code would be of great 
benefit to users of plant names and hopes 
that the Congress will strongly support its 
adoption by the next Botanical Congress. At 
the same time, the Committee notes that 
there is no provision in this proposal for the 
rejection of earlier homonyms, the discovery 
of which would, as in the case of earlier 
synonyms, necessitate changes in well-known 
names. The Committee fully realizes that 
there are technical difficulties in inserting 
such a provision, but it strongly urges that 
an attempt be made by competent botanical 
authorities to frame a suitable proposal ac- 
ceptable to the next International Botanical 
Congress. 

The Committee accordingly put forward 
the following two Resolutions for adoption 
by the Congress and transmission to the next 
International Botanical Congress: 

Resolution III. The Thirteenth International 
Horticultural Congress is strongly of the 
opinion that the interest of increased stability 
in the nomenclature of cultivated plants 

179 


	Article Contents
	p.177
	p.178
	p.179

	Issue Table of Contents
	Taxon, Vol. 2, No. 7 (Oct., 1953), pp. 145-184
	Carolus Linnaeus. A Psychological Study [pp.145-156]
	An Index Nominarum Characearum. General Implications [pp.156-159]
	Transliteration of Cyrillic for Use in Botanical Nomenclature [pp.159-166]
	Modificaciones al Codigo Internacional de Nomenclatura Botánica: Proposals nos. 34-38 Submitted to the Paris Congress [pp.167-176]
	Propositions pour le Congrès de Paris [pp.177-179]
	Resolutions Adopted by the London Horticultural Congress Transmitted to the Paris Botanical Congress [pp.179-180]
	New Books on Pollen Analysis [pp.180-181]
	International Code of Botanical Nomenclature [pp.181-182]
	Interpretation of the Term Hysteranthous [pp.182-183]
	Back Matter [p.184]



