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TYPIFICATION OF NEW NAMES 35 

Not only is this a new record for Tropical Africa but it is a very con- 
siderable northern extension of the range of the species. Although it is 
now known to occur on both Mt. Ruwenzori and Mt. Elgon, it has not 
yet been gathered outside Uganda. It is to be hoped that it may be, 
found not only on the Kenya side of Mt. Elgon, but also on some of the 
other East African mountains. 

E. MILNE-REDHEAD. 

TYPIFICATION OF NEW NAMES DERIVED FROM 
PERSONS OR PLACES. 

H. K. AIRY SHAW. 

In Sprague & Milne-Redhead's note on the type of Ormocarpum 
kirkii (K.B. 1934, 42) and in Nelmes's paper on Carex oederi Retz. 
(Journ. Bot. 77, 301 : 1939), there is a conflict of two opposing principles 
of typification which it seems important to recognize. In each of these 
two papers the authors reach the conclusion that the type of the name is 
the specimen upon which the accompanying description was mainly 
or entirely based. This indeed seems, at first sight, logical enough. 
But the result is that the types of the names 0. kirkii and C. oederi are 
specimens with which Kirk and Oeder respectively had no connection. 
This result is at variance with the principle embodied in Recommendation 
XV (f) of the International Rules : " Not to name a species after a 
person who has neither discovered, nor described, nor figured, nor in 
any way studied it."* " Botanists should avoid using a collector's 
name as a specific epithet unless the type-specimen was gathered by 
that collector " (Sprague & Milne-Redhead, I.c. 43). Compare also 
Aristida capensis var. dieterleniana Schweickerdt in K.B. 1939, 653 (1940), 
based upon Dieterlen 1.205 and Celliers 11; the latter specimen is expressly 
designated as the type, in contravention of the principle mentioned. 

As stated, it is implied, in both the papers cited above, that the type 
of a new name must be the specimen or figure forming the basis of the 
accompanying description. But these two cases seem to indicate that iri 
certain circumstances this need not necessarily be so. " Oeder's 
Sedge " was based upon at least two distinct elements: (A) the figure in 
Oeder, Fl. Dan. tab. 371; (B) a specimen (of C. pilulifera L.) in Herb. 
Retz. The name was derived from the first element ; the description 
was drawn up from the second. Is there not some reason for typifying 

* A recent surprising example of the breach of this principle is Merrill and Perry's 
naming of three new Bornean species of Syzygimw as S. houtuynii, S. christmanpii and 
S. panzeri, in Mem. Amer. Acad. Arts & Sci. 18 (Mem. Gray Herb. 4) (1939). Houttuyn, 
Christmann and Panzer had, of course, no connection whatever with the three species 
described. 
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" Oeder's Sedge " by Oeder's plant ? Suppose that the specimen in 
Herb. Retz. had actually represented an undescribed species, instead of 
the well-known C. pilulifera L. It would then have been logical, not to 
call the new species C. oederi, but to give it a new name, such as "rrdzii," 
reserving the epithet oederi for Oeder's plant. 

This treatment falls into line with the procedure enjoined by the 
International Rules when a new combination is found to have beeh 
based upon a misidentification, as in the case of Tsuga mertensiana (Bong.) 
Carri&re (Art. 54, last example). Personal or geographical names used 
as the basis of names of new taxonomic groups may, in fact, be regarded 
as analogous to name-bringing synonyms in new combinations: they 
should " indicate the type." The typification of Carex oederi by Retzius's 
specimen of C. pilulifera would be analogous to the typification of 7Tsuga 
mertensiana by Carridre's accompanying description of T. heterophylla 
(Raf.) Sarg. 

The writer makes these observations in no dogmatic spirit, since there 
is clearly room for two opinions in the instances cited. The case for 
typifying a species by the element indicated by its specific epithet does not, 
however, appear hitherto to have been sufficiently stressed. Where it is 
a question of two collections,-the collector, in the one case, providing 
the new epithet, and the specimen, in the other, (mainly) providing 
the accompanying description, as in Ormocarpum kirkii and in Aristida 
capensis var. dieterleniana-it may be best to follow the course advocated by 
Sprague & Milne-Redhead. But where, as with Carex oederi, the new 
epithet is derived from a personal name referring to an earlier publication, 
and a new description is provided based on material misidentified with it, 
there seem to be strong grounds for typifying the new name by the tfefer- 
ence which that name indicates, if only to avoid needless multiplication of 
misnomers. 

Analogous to the cases discussed above is that of a new epithet derived 
from a place-name, or the situation arising when such a name is based upon 
a misidentification. For example, Poa amboinica L. Mant. Alt. 557 (1771) 
was based upon Phoenix amboinica montana Rumph. Herb. Amboin. 6, 19, 
t.vii, fig. 3 (1750), and also upon specimens collected in S. India by 
Koenig from which Linnaeus drew up his description. Fischer has shown 
(K.B. 1934, 398-400) that these specimens are referable to Eragrostis 
riparia (Willd.) Nees, an Indian species not occurring in Amboina. 
Though Merrill is not correct in stating (Interpr. Rumph. Herb. Amboin. 
88 : 1917) that P. amboinica L. "is based wholly on Rumphius's des- 
cription and figure," I agree with him and with Fischer that, since 

'Linnaeus adopted, from Rumphius, the geographical epithet amboinica, 
the species should be typified by the Rumphian reference. 

The points here brought forward may be summarised in the following 
"considerations for typification ":- 

I. " Where the name of a species based on material from two or more 
collectors embodies the name of one of them, the species shall be typified 
by that collector's cited specimen (or one of that collector's cited. speci- 
mens) unless it can be clearly shown that the accompanying description 
was mainly based upon other material." (Substituted for Point 1 of 
Sprague & Milne-Redhead's note, K.B. 1934, 43.) 
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II. " When a new taxonomic group, bearing a name derived from 
that of a person or place, is based upon two (or more) elements, one of 
which (A) is a reference to a previously published description or figure 
in which the name of the authority (or artist) or of the locality cited,forms the sburce 
of the new name, and another (B) is a new description based upon living 
or herbarium material,--either of which elements would validate the 
new name under the provisions of Art. 37,-the new name should, other 

things being equal, be typified by the element (A) indicated by the name 
in question (and not by the material forming the basis of the accompanying 
description), in accordance with the type method prescribed by Art. 54. 
In the event of the two elements being considered taxonomically distinct, 
the name will be retained for element (A), element (B) being re-named 
if not otherwise identifiable." 

A. P. D. JdNES.-It is with the deepest regret that we record the death, 
on 8th October, 1946, of Alan Philip Dalby Jones at the age of 28. Jones 
took Honours in Botany at Cambridge University in 1940, and sub- 

sequently a degree in forestry at Oxford. He was appointed to the 
Colonial Forest Service as an Assistant Conservator of Forests under the 

Nigerian Government, and was forthwith given charge of the botanical 
side of the work of the Forest Department 

Philip Jones was a man of engaging cheerfulness, abounding energy, 
and with an inspiring enthusiasm for the science which he loved so much. 

Apart froim his very large contributions to herbarium material and his 
researches into taxonomy, he brought an unusual brilliance to bear upon 
the complicated ecology of the West African forests, and in his few years 
in Nigeria gained a deeper insight into it than any other man. But 

despite his absorption in botany as a pure science, he was aware that his 
work must nevertheless ultimately serve the practical ends of everyday 
forestry, and in this respect alone his loss will be hard to replace. Even 
in his short career he made beginnings and left ideas behind him that 
cannot but be of the utmost value to those who follow. His published 
work is slight, for he was sensitive,.of the fact that it would be misleading 
to give to the world findings which he knew required yet deeper research; 
but it is possible, however, that some of his nearly completed reports can 
be rendered suitable for publication. The Forest Herbarium at Ibadan 
is a lasting memorial to his energy and skill. 

His loss will be greatly felt in the Kew Herbarium, where his readiness 
to assist with the provision of material specially needed in the elucidation 
of some taxonomic problem or other, and his willingness to place his wide 
knowledge of the Nigerian flora at our disposal, made Jones a very valued 

correspondenrt. He will be mourned not only by his colleagues of the 

Nigerian Forest Department but by all the numerous botanical workers 
with whom he came in contact. 
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